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Abstract:

The Bank of Urdu (TBU) is a proposed corpus of Urdu text of

both written and spoken language. The idea is basically taken

from The Bank of English which is being used as the

backbone of English language engineering, corpus and lexicon

development, and works of the same order.

Issues of the formation of TBU are discussed in this

introductory paper. Where the Urdu corpus must deviate from

the standard roadways of The Bank of English, is specially

dealt with.

ã~ZÖp:
(Ô¬x1wew Repository) ági+Z"5ÿ GEQgŠzÔ—ãZb8-ÔQgŠz—*]Ôâw{:
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EEE]:

UDB: Urdu Data Base/ Urdu Data Bank QgŠzeðä&QgŠzeðJ:
TBU: The Bank of Urdu QgŠzVwy&QgŠz»g:&Š~JWsQgŠz:

BNC: British National Corpus ',ßD»g::
LEME: Lexicons of Early Modern English 6,ZãZôm,~ÆÂ],:
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Š*½~i!*âV6,ï»»xSkz‰ÜizgzV6,ìXi!*y6,ïÐ%ZŠ
i!*yÅ‚|#6,ŠZ|#»_Åœî MÌìZzgÎZuã©]»_Åœî MÌXÛR,ÅWæ
Æ‚B„i!*âV6,ïÆD~5ZzgzWF,Ï‚tW**ÑzqƒNZzg
{Ø‚³Z0+Zi~i!*âVÅ›MZzgZW,Z]»Y,̂{1Y**ÑzqƒZXSk_¬

ZzgïÆai!*yÆZEàÂ],ÅãCŠ~ZÌìXSkz‰ÜÛR,6,Š*ÅF
i!*âV»eðSkÑÆa¦HŠHìXteðz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚BS

L a n g u a g e ~(,kZzgª~4Ð4ƒg;ìX—ãZb8-)
(ÆX‡V~ïÆaSk Linguist ics (Zzg—*]) Engineering

fíÒZVwÅãCŠ~¢zg]ìXŠ~JWsZ‹Æ**xÐZôm,~i!*y»
(TÆgzbzgzZVWrã6,zWYyå Repository ƒÐ(,Zâw{:)

;ge~]4¹Ò2.ç E
GJÔ̧Skz‰Ü',Ñ-Eg;',¤6~‡ììZzgSy‡V~Yg~

î]ÆañizV—ãQ>ZzgóZŠZgzVÃ�ÛZë™g;ìXi%æGLÃ
£á~QgŠzÆaZ,eðJÆªxÅ¢zg]Æ!*g}~Cc*ŠHìX

%°æEL¤',ZñQgŠzZ:È]ÔÇgÒ¸òi!*yZsxW!*Š~Skñçq6,
»x»W¸iƒg;ìX¬ŒV6,t%LLQgŠzeðJóóÆ**xÐåpD6,»x
™gìZq-Šzu}L̂LQgŠzeðäóóÆÃÆëWzZiZzgëßg]ƒäÅ

å(ZzgŠ~JWsZ‹Æ UDB zzÐZ£8k)SyŠzâV‡V»Zôm,~Ã

**xÐ¹ŠzgƒäÅzzÐSk»**x$+%Å?m,Š~ˆÔ&LLQgŠzZ:È]:
W`ZzgÀóóÆÄZyÐ7D8�y8002YÃƒäzZàzg¤\~âCÙ#èGELQgŠzz
Z:È]Zzg©Ä!*ÑäJwH;ZzgSk»QgŠz**xLLQgŠzVwyóóÌJwHX

QgŠzVwy1�{Š~JWsZ‹ÐZfgZùÐÌñZŠáÇX
Syz�{ZzgSyfgZùÆ!*g}~Ì¬]Š~ˆ÷X
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:Š~JWsZ‹:¿¬gs 1

Š~JMsZ‹½"5é GES054�1áZzg‘YäzZáZÖp»ù·ì
&ÛR,~i!*yÆóZEwÆaZ‰HŠHìXtñZŠ0991YÐZ[J-
ÆZEwƒäzZáfí{™Š{QÐ1ŠHìXCÙ¹SkñZŠ~01�ZÖp»
*eðeZÑY@*ìXZkâw{ä~ñ�Š9z',¤â~Zôm,~6,ŒìZ#
āZ%kZôm,~Æáy52%÷;0*õ‚ñZŠŠ*½~1àYäzZàZôm,~
Ð1ŠHìT~M7´ðZzgê7gÅZôm,~ÌMCìX

Š~JWsZ‹~ÜsZzgÜsági+Z"5ÿ GEZôm,~Qì�ÛR,
(ƒ@*ìZzgË Platform Independent 6,ôpìXtQPÃgxÐ)zZh)

Ì6,z¤/ZxÆaZEwƒäÅ&¢Ag‚rìX
Š~JWsZ‹~ÜsZzgÜsW`Å1àÔèZzgZEwÅYäzZà

Zôm,~i!*yÆÂ],ñ�Š÷Xi!*yÆ¯»ZEwÐSÐzZô7X

:Š~JWsZ‹Æ–~. 1.1

Š~JMsZ‹~1ŠHñZŠZ¶gZ]ỖG+Ô6Zzg**y6ÃÔ
íZzgèoz){Ð1ŠHìX1CŠ~JMsZ‹»Šzäð»g:zc*Å

i!*y6,ŒìÔªZ¶gZ]Zzg̃GeVÆ‚B‚Bgi+-ZzgKz~Åi!*yX2C
Š~JMsZ‹Æ½"5é GES02�ZÖp¬x1wew6,Œ÷Xteð)gŠ
5‡ÂVÔZÚz-iZzgI1VÃgkge™Æ–ŠHìX3CtzSkag3ŠHì
āZôm,~i!*yÆi0+{ZEwZzg@*i{F,+gD**]Ð!*¸g;YnX

:Š~JWsZ‹~¹VÐQ71Yg;? 1.2

Š~JMsZ‹ZŠ!i!*yÃ÷áï7HŠHÔª**zwZzg÷á²~Åi!*yÃ
J»z7¯c*ŠHXSÏ§btJ‚³£Ñ]ZzgZ‡VÅºmi!*y

(ÃÌôp7™@*XzztìāSyƒ˜]Åi!*y¬xi!*y Jargon; slang)
7ƒCÉZ3ÿXLDc*ºmßÍV&‡VÅi!*yƒCìX—ãZb8-Sy
8&+-VÅ7É÷áCÙZ{Åi!*y6,z‰ÜZzg&&ya™äZzg™ZäÐ0
ìXŠ~JWsZ‹ºƒñ»gz!*g~ZCâwÎ@*ì:āözŠc*ºm
gL»gz!*g~X

:Š~JWsZ‹~eð¦™äÆ§j 1.3

ági+Z"5ÿ GEQZ§hVÐZ‰HYYìX!5Õä IStāZzd$
(Å^~7ìÂ Text ‚çV6,ÐÈ»eðqÝHYñXZ¤/ñZŠQ)

SÐQÅßg]~N*U$™Zc*YñXtN*–£g~ƒãecXWzZiÐQ
(Å].h+F,+0VÃZEw™Æt OCR (Zzg¦k,ÐQ) Speech-to-text)

ñZŠ¦HY@*ìX
ñZŠÅ¦Wzg~~ãCŠ~!*]tìātÁz‰Ü~ZzgÁya~ƒÔ

pZ·xZzgZÝoÐ0*uƒX

:Š~JWsZ‹ÆZEÑ] 1.4

(Corpus Š~JMsZ‹Ã¯äÅZëF,+zzZq-Z(‡ñkZÑVw)
»g™**å�>Zzg¹âÁVÃZÖpÆ0ic*Š{Ðic*Š{Zzg£g~¥â]
�ÛZë™nXz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚BSkÆZEÑ]Å5Ð5ßg'‚t
WCg„÷ÔZzgSy~ZŸ†gziZ‚ÛzVìXOVpŠ~JWsZ‹~ZÖpÅ

ƒ¥hßgÂV»ZEwñ�Šƒ@*ìXSk~Â],aègzi%{Åi!*y
)ªW`ÀÅ1àZzgèYäzZài!*y(Ðàˆ÷®Zi!*y»@*i{F,+Ô
i0+{ZEw‚tÑ™Sk6,Yg~î]~œª�ÛZëÅYCìX
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:Š~JWsZ‹Hì?H7? 2

(7ìÉZôm,~ZÖp wordlist Š~JMsZ‹fíÒZÖpc*áZ²*î)
Å]¥hßgÂVZzgCÙÒZEwÆÂ],)VßV(6,Œáy»ù·ìX
SkJ~°Zß‰Üñ�Šáy0991YZzgSkÆˆÆ÷XSkz‰ÜÐ¬
ÆÂ],JÐïw™uŠ{ä~eZwŠb‰÷X4CtZôm,~i!*y»J
ì:āZôm,~ZŠ[»X

Š~JWsZ‹Zôm,~—*]c*—ãZb8-»**x7ìXSkÅ
Vw¬xJÆîgÐàY$ËìX¬xJßÍVÅģx¦™@*ìZzgôpg‚r
ìXJģxÃZEw7™@*ÉZ»gz!*g™äzZßVÃZEwÆaŠêì;
QyÐSkZEwÐYzZáœ~Ñ•™@*ì;z){XŠ~JWsZ‹Ì
ZÖpZzgQyÆZEÑ]ÃÜsôpg‚rìÔZzg>Zzg¹âÁVz){ÃZL
0*kñ�Šáy6,œj»x™äÅZYi]ŠêìÔZzgSy»ñVÆ}òÐZK
Šgz7~ZŸ†™@*gLìX

:¯»Z‹ZzgŠ~JWsZ‹ 3

6āZz6,²nHŠHÔŠ~JMsZ‹Zôm,~i!*yÆçÜZEw
ÆÂ],6,ŒìXÎZwaZƒ@*ìāQZôm,~»¯»ZEw¹VŠH?Sk
Æ!*g}~²nìā¯»ZzgZ’ZðRŠzZgÅi!*yÃZôm,~~ZµÐñ�Š

ìÔ LEME eðËV)VwyzV(Å^~ôpHY@*ìXSkÅZq-Vw
T~ñ�Š{Zôm,~ÆZ,Â],¦K‰)ZzgKYgì(÷qLL6,Zãóó

(¹Y@*ìX58�î MEÙ:5C Early Modern English Zôm,~)

:QgŠzVwy)Š~JWsQgŠz( 4

QgŠzVwyŠ~JWsZ‹ÆeKÚZzg‘á6,?m,HŠHQgŠzáy»
Z(�Z:ì�ZÖpÆZEwÆÂ],fí{™}Ç@*āQgŠz6,�g¡~i!*yï

ƒnXSk~ñ�Š‚g}áyági+Z"5ÿ GEQgŠz~ZzgPÃgxÐ)zZh
qª~ƒVÐ@*āËÌñZz6,QgŠz~»x™äzZá[c*áÃQÅ
œª�ÛZëÅYnX

QgŠzVwyZLâw{ä~ãCŠ~îg6,ƒáyÃQgŠzÆgzZîgÌZ�

(~gÇÇZ¤/pËz‰Ü~gzðQgŠzZzgŠ-**¤/~ Indo-Perso-Arabic Script)
(Ì�ÛZëÅYnÏXaètVwyŠZNÐ!*N support Æaçz-$)

‘YäzZáQgŠzÆáy�ÛZë™}ÇSkaQgŠzÅëģÔÓx0*Îãi!*âV
Æáyfí{™äÆaZ¤/VwyZä¯ñYN)q¢zgZzg¯gU¯**

(Æ Subsidiaries Ñzq™**ec(ÂSyƒÃSkQgŠzVwyÆf~ZŠZgzV)
îg6,g3ZzgZEwHYYìX

:QgŠzVwyÆ–~. 4.1

÷áyZ/S)6991Y(ä–ìāLL'QgŠzK‰Zzg6,zZym":0*ð¶
ā_̄5½3ï GGGÅgZ{6,ĥXÄÍðÆ»xÅg{ˆXóó!*]Šg„ìXQgŠz6,�§
i!*yÃðï™äÔZZ<mÛR,6,ÃðZ(»x™ä»ZgZŠ{HYñÂ¥xƒ@*

ìāQgŠz»’k,~uâtic*Š{F,i!*yÆÜsZŠ!ZEÑ]ÆÂ],6,ŒìX
SkaQgŠzVwyÆµ"6,Š~JMsZ‹Ð{áÃA6,g{™»x™**

¢zg~ƒŠHìXaèQgŠzäZŠ!îg6,¹F,¹ÅìSkaQgŠzáyZ‰
™ä~QgŠzZŠ[ÐæŠh7,}ÏXc*ŠgìāŠ~JMsZ‹äZŠ!
i!*yÆáyÃZLâw{ä»z7¯c*X!*,z�{Sk?m,~t!*]‡&ÿELf™

ìāQgŠzVwyQgŠzZ¶gZ]ÔZŠ[Ô)ËuJ-(÷á²~ÔSÚ,MZzgŠv÷áù
(qÝ™}ÇXt¹ãCŠ~�Ûtì�Š~ Capital ™Š{Â1VÐZCgZkZÓw)

JWsZ‹ZzgQgŠzVwy~ìX
W¸i~Z(¹‚Q¦™Æ»xÑzqHYYìXQgŠzi!*yÆ

çÜZEÑ]Ãági+Z"5ÿ GEQgŠz~¦™ä»»xÌ¯gUÑzq™1Yñ@*ā
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LEME Skæ~QW@*gìXgCgC¯»áyZzg6,ZãQgŠzÆÂ],Æf{],Ã
(™Šc*Yñ@*ātZq-xâ~.Æîg6,1MnZzgQgŠz Denest Æ§i6,Zµ)

i!*y6,¯òï~»xWnX
¯g~îg6,¯VQgŠz¹Ô÷áù™Š{QgŠz¹1ge™ZcÐÌæŠàYñÂ

Z•ðoƒZzg',ûìYVāQgŠzÆfíÒZÖpÆ¯»ZEwÆƒÐ
ic*Š{Â],ÜsDÐŠïMh÷XSkÅ^tƒÏāQy–~.ÅZq-eL
eJàÏz„¯àYñX6,Sk¹äic*Š{Z®gHìXSy–~.Ãá
gi+Z"5ÿ GEQgŠz~ÔZzgŠg„Zzg£g~Z0+Zi~ÔÛR,6,ôp™ä»W¸i™Šc*YñX

:QgŠzVwy~°Zß‰Üáy¹VÐ7aYNÐ? 4.2

°ZÒwQgŠzVwyÆâw{ä~gÇYäzZááy¹„ºm
»VÐaYäÅ?m,ìXtVwygi+-ÔKz~Zzgzc*Åi!*âVÐ
)ic*Š{F,(eð7áÇXOç¬x1wewÅi!*ySk~À$é S÷áï7ÅYñ
Ï;pZ¤/}Ð£g~Q~ôp™Š{1wewÅi!*yïYñÂQÐ¢zg1
YñÇXŠ~JMsZ‹Å§bSk~‚³2Ð0i!*yÌ÷áï7
ÅYñÏÔZ¤/pw~Sk6,Ì»xHYYìX̄g~îg6,FnÆZÚz-i
ZzgN*uØiz){~÷áïƒäzZáZÖpÌSkâw{ä»z7FÐX
z){z){X

QgŠzVwyÆ–~.ÃSÚözŠ™äÆz�{¹Ð÷XaçLŠ„Sk
K~P‚tÅ!*'²nÅYC÷X

1X£g~QÅ¦È~Æa¹z‰ÜŠg»gƒÇXñ�Š{áyic*Š{F,
£g~7÷XSkaZŠ[ÆáyÃ£g~¯™»x™**¢zg~ìX
£g~áyÐ%ZŠS5YÆ)b»iÌìX

2Xñ�Š{QgŠzáyic*Š{F,ági+Z"5ÿ GEqª~7÷XSkK~
æqZÚiZzgeZËuæ@)7002Y(ä,ÐCc*ìāßv:Üs

Q�ÛZë™ä~�ÛZc›à»o]7ŠïÉZ¶gZ]zZáßvÂZ
ZkxQÃági+Z"5ÿ GE¯äÅ¢zg]ÐÌWÇ{7÷XVwy

Üs‘ƒñáyÃZCz¯@*ìXQgŠzVwy~fí{KYä
zZá‚g}áyÃ¬áÆa‡&ÿELû¯**ƒÇÔTÆa»°
z‰ÜŠg»gìXOç̄g~îg6,QgŠzVwy»ŠZ],{»gSÚzW7HŠHX

3X6āZz6,Z÷ág{HŠHÔQgŠzVwy~÷áïáyÆZÖp¤&”{Zzg
£g~S5Y~ƒ**¢zg~÷Ô@*āï™äzZáßvi!*y6,ï
™,:āS5YÆ)b~QÏ™g{YNXZôm,~äZZÑ5YZzg

ZZÅ:Cé XEZÖpÆatF,KMZ(gÅìāËZq-XÃ£g~ây™
¹~Šg`™Æ»xÑzq™Šc*ìZ#āZ%°S5YÃ‚B~g�
Šc*ìXZôm,~ÆËÌ¹ÃŠN³ÔCÙÔ6,S%°S5YzZá¼:

¼Â¢zgÃWNÐXQgŠz~ZÌJ-Z(7ƒZXS5YZzgVÆ
)bLåîg6,i7ƒVÐ;ZzgËÂ»Zq-„S5Y‚g~Š*ñ
QgŠzJw™áÔtÌe7XZôm,~~ÌZ(7ƒeX®ZZ%½
S5YzVÆ‚B„»x™**ƒÇX6C

:QgŠzVwyÆZEÑ] 4.3

QgŠzVwy»ZEwñ�Š{ŠzgÆ>ZzgZ3ÿXLçãÅZÍA¢zg]ìX
SkÆZEÑ]ÆZk**]ZZ*z„÷�Š~JWsZ‹Æ÷XÉF
˜]~tZk**]–qF,÷X—ãZzg—*CïÆa¬xZEw~Wä
zZàQgŠzÅVB¯**Zzg¦™**ÔZzgSk»xÃxîg6,KY**Ô"u¢zg~ìX
SknÆfíÒZVwÅ¢zg]Ô»g~ZzgÑ_¿6,gZ¶Zāzs)eZËqƒ$Zy·a;y:
7002Y(äZµÐcÅìZzgSkÆa–~.ZzgQgŠzÆaøg}âjw
Æ_.{mZ0+Zi~»x™äÅ!*"$F˜]6,-WÅìXQgŠzVwy
QgŠzÆa¯ñYäzZá»g:Zzg—ãî]Æagl,|ÅA~Å

wg‚rìX
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SkF,KM6,ªQgŠzVwyÆeKÚ6,Z¤/QgŠzÆáyfí{KYNÔ
ÌHY@*gìÔÂQgŠz—ãï»*©**) (update) ZzgSyÃxîg6,@*i{

‚tW@*ìXZzgZ¤/ƒ0*Îãi!*âVÆáyfí{™äÅ!*]Ì^7,}Â
QgŠzÃz{£xYÅZyÅY$ËìTÅz{Y,̂îg6,hŠZgìXtƒVw

yZäï™Š*~Yg~—*Cî]Ã¹»xÆãCŠ~áy�ÛZë™Mh÷X
ági+Z"5ÿ GEQgŠz~½Z(QgŠzVwyŠ*½Æ—*C>»Zq-œu

knowledge-base pZ[ì�QyÆ½ÔQgŠzi!*yÔ6,î]ÆaƒÐz¯
ƒÇXeZËZhg-;ge~)3002Y(äÌQgŠzÆ!*g}~¸¹ìX

:QgŠzVwyZzgŠ~JWsZ‹~�Ût 4.4

6āZz6,²nHŠHÔXi{QgŠzVwyZK›MZzgeKÚ~Š~JMsZ‹
~t.5é
EESÒy 4.1 Ð¹ÒpÐZìXZ%sÆ¼z�{ÌZz6,¦/g`f~ÄZy

™Šb‰÷Xfs~Zq-].zwÅ̂~tZ%Ã]zZãKYgì÷X
ƒÐ(,ZZ%s�Zôm,~ZzgQgŠzVwyZâV~ìÔtìāŠ~

JWsZ‹CÙQÃZL0*kªZLâw{ä~g‚rìZzg�Ì»x™Z@*
ìÔSÏQÅãCŠ6,™Z@*ì;Z#āQgŠzVwy¯g~îg6,QgŠzÆCÙQkQÃÌ
Jw™}Ç�ági+Z"5ÿ GEqª~}ÐÌ½ƒnX

Vwy QgŠz Š~JMsZ‹ â~.
+
+
+
+
D
D
D
D

D
D
+
+
+
+
+
+

ZŠ!)�~(áy
÷á²~
Z¶gZ]
SÚ,M
ZÚz-i
gi+-
Kz~

¬x1wew

:{Ø 5

i!*yÅ‚|#Zzg‚³ZßßV6,—*CïÆai!*yÆZEàÂ],
ÅãCŠ~ZÌìXSkz‰ÜÛR,6,ági+Z"5ÿ GEqª~Š*ÅFi!*âV»Q
SkÑÆa¦HŠHìXQgŠz~Z,áyÅ¢zg]ZzgZÌÔZzgSkZë
»xÆaÑ_¿Sk£á~f™HŠHìX

///
31&�Ñð8002Y

01&gZ#ZÔZ#9241|

¹Æ¬Zi+c Col l ins  COBUILD Sk£áÅ»g~~
Collins COBUILD English (Zzg 1995 (ÔŠzu}Zi+c) 1987)
(Ð 2003)Dictionary for Advanced Learners, Major New Edition

WiZŠZ:Z.Š{HŠHìXfs~Šb‰,]ÆjZáSÏ
WyZ™̄â~.Æ÷X'×h+¥â]Æagu:

www.cobuild.collins.co.uk 
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óóÔ),·£!8ZÝe~XÉ41¹é GE7-Eg;Ô',¤6Xm34 Categories in Urdu
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Written texts come from newspapers, magazines, fiction and non-fiction books, 1C

brochures, leaflets, reports, and letters. (p-xiv)

Two-thirds of the corpus is made up of media language: newspapers, magazines, 2C
radio and TV. Ibid.

Informal spoken language is represented by recordings of everyday casual 3C
conversation, meetings, interviews and discussions. Ibid.
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Proceedings of the Conference on Language & Technology (CLT07) at Bara Gali 2X
Ô£ÛR,‚bÔ?zg-Eg;)7002Y( Summer Campus
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