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Comparative Evaluation of the Jewish belief of Anthropomorphism
and Beliefs of Hashawiah in the light of Encyclopedia of Religion
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Abstract

Encyclopedia of Religion is a modern contribution on the study of
Religion. This research work has been completed by round about 1980
researchers under the supervision of Professor Lindsay Jones. The
researchers involved in this research work have contributed very informative
research articles regarding religious studies from different dimensions. While
studying the concept of God and various major issues in old and contemporary
theology, the three different authors have presented three important research
articles on the concept of attributes of God (<ldw selews/, =) with respect to
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. The research topic written by Louis Jacobs
has explained the concept of attributes in the light of Judaism where the
anthropomorphic character of God has been highlighted with respect to major
Jewish scriptures. While on the other hand, the author of the article
“Attributes of God: Islamic Concept) Georges Chehata Anawati has also
discussed the various Islamic sects whom have differences of opinion on the
concept of attributes. The author Chehata Anawati has tried to elaborate the
concept of anthropomorphism in Islam.

In this article an effort has been made to compare the Jewish concept
on Attributes with Islamic Concept and this comparison has specially been
focused on the concept of anthropomorphism. At the same time, the statements
mentioned by Anawati in his article regarding Islamic sect Hashawiah have
been further explained as the above mentioned author has not given a full and
explanatory commentary the Hashawiah regarding Attributes of God.
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“The book of Midrash says that God appeared to the children of Israel at the

crossing of the sea in the form of youthful warrior, whereas he appeared at Sinai as a
venerable sage who was teaching the Torah to his disciples”™
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1t is said that God’s voice at Sinai adapted itself to the temperament and disposition
of the individual recipients. God spoke to the young men in youthful terms to the older

folk in more mature ways. Men heard the voice speaking in a form suitable to males,
women in a form suitable to females®.
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The hashwiyah, the all-too-strict traditionalists, take literally the anthropomorphic
passages of the Quran, refusing any interpretation and taking refuge in the mystery of
God, in whom the apparent contradictions are resolved. In one passage of al-Juwayni
(d. 1037), reported by Ibn Asakir (Tabyin, Damascus, 1928-1929, pp. 149ff.; cf.
Gardet and Anawati, 1948, pp. 58-59), the author indicates the respective positions
of the hashwiyah, the Mutazilah, and the Ashariyah with regard to the principal
points of doctrine. The hashwiyah sin through excess: for them the attributes of God
are like human attributes. In heaven, God will be seen in the same way sensory things
are seen; God is “infused” (hulul) in the throne, which is his place; the hand and the
face of God are real attributes like hearing and life: the hand is an actual body part;

the face is a face in human form; the descent of God to the nearest heaven is a real
descent. The eternal Quran is the uncreated word of God, eternal, unchangeable; the

individual letters, the ink with which it has been written, are created. 5.
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There is no standard Hebrew term of blasphemy indacting the blasphemy namely speaking

impiously or irreverently about God or Searched things is not recognized as a distinct.®
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