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Abstract

Determining women's rights and their place in society had been a challenging task in human
history. Islam has provided a solution to this debate in its divine teachings by encompassing
multiple aspects of human needs, such as the legal boundaries, conduct and respect. Islam
offers a comprehensive solution to the issue of women rights, which is based on justice and
equality. The history of women rights movement is formally originated and deeply rooted in the
West. In Muslim societies, women rights movement is understood as an imported thought from
Western societies. Since it was not easy to incorporate this Western thought in the
fundamental source of Islamic education, so activist women from some Muslim societies
adopted a way to reinterpret the divine text of Islam by labeling it as “centuries-old scholarly
asset” or "male-biased (misogyny)" explanations. On their self-originated plea, they rejected
it; instead of understanding it in true sense. In Islam, we have all the set principles of
explanation, eligibility and criteria to be the elaborator of Quran. In this scenario, Muslim
Feminist scholars' research provides self-crafted  Quranic interpretations to incorporate
them with Western thoughts and demands which are contradictory to the original context of
Quranic interpretations. The current study relates to the factors and motives of the scholarly
works of Muslim feminist women Fatima Mernissi and Asma Barlas of interpreting Quranic
text related to women. The impact of their efforts, as well as methodology of this published
work is also provided in this study. Concluding our study, our findings about these self-crafted
Quranic interpretations are that these are not harmonious to the general attitude of Islam, so
the overall Muslim thought is not ready to accept them.
Key Words: Muslim feminism, Quran, reinterpretations, religious tfexts, objectives,
methodology.
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“Islamic feminism argues for the return to the appreciation of women as
it allegedly was at the prophet’s time, but which subsequently became
eroded, relegating women again to the status for inferiority as it has been
in the pre-Islamic time.”**

Wit nz nd SEJe B L ’i'b»)‘jfr‘/
“For example, Fatima Mernissi and Amina Wadud, opponents see

this argument as no more than an offshoot of western feminism and
essentially un- Islamic.”*
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“God, who speaks through the Quran is characterized by injustice
and ... can never be guilty of Zulm (Unfairness, that sanction tyranny,
oppression and wrong doing) Hence the Quran, as God’s word cannot be
made the source of human injustice. Thus an argument can be made (and
indeed is being made) that sharia does not sanction any form of violence
against women, and that interpretations and applications to tolerate
violence, derived from mistaken social perceptions and enduring customs
that run counter to the fundamental injunctions of sharia of mutual
kindness and respect”.*®
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“Islamic Feminism, as I understand, it is a return to the bedrock of
Islam... one method of dealing with these (basic Islamic) sources is by
selective quotation. It is for this reason that Fatima Mernissi has

established a research Centre in Morocco to collect and disseminate
Islamic materials supporting women rights.”’
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“More interesting are the attempts to reinterpret primary Islamic
sources by feminist of neo-traditional methods. Several Muslim women
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have attempted feminist exegesis of Quran, sometime going so far as to
reinterpret the meaning of a crucial word... the best introduction of this
fascinating subject is to read the primary source material with an open
mind and re-read them in a search for alternative meanings.” *®

el & AN 2 S8 3 Sf s LAEE L Aol hy
_ujG."LgL’l/bfulga—c«&.}"(fubbofuf!i’uwylf‘éy//

“Liberal commentators, particularly, say the usual interpretation
reflect the patriarchal practices of Arabian Peninsula. This school holds
that the sacred texts have become encrusted with medieval traditions that
need to be scrapped off like a layer of barnacles”.'
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“The Veil And The Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women’s
Rights in Islam”
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“So let us raise the sails and lift the veils — the sails of the
memory-ship. But first let us lift the wveils with which our
contemporaries disguise the past in order to dim our present.”?
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“When I finished writing this book ,I had come to understand one
thing, if women rights are a problem for modern Muslim men, it is
neither because of the Koran, nor the prophet, nor the Islamic tradition,
but simply because those rights conflict with the interests of a male elite-
The elite faction is trying to convince us that their egotistic, highly
subjective and mediocre view of culture and society has a sacred base.” %’
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“(Misogynistic attitude) indicated me the path I should follow to

better understand it. A study of the religious text that everybody knows

but none really probes, with the exception of authorities on the subject,
the mullahs and imams”.?
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“Since all power, from the seventh century on, was only
legitimated by religion, political force and economic interests. Pushed for
the fabrication of false traditions. A false Hadith is testimony that the
prophet is alleged to have done and said such and such, which would then

legitimate such an act and such an attitude” ?®
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“The problem of Hadith come up after the death of the
Prophet...In order to protect themselves against political terror and
violence, the Muslims plunged into a systematic collection of Hadith:
what did the prophet say about civil war; How is the Muslims to behave
in such a case? Who among the various pretenders to the caliphate, is the
best qualified one to be chosen... In a time of crises, Hadith emerges as a
formidable political weapon.” 3!
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“If at the time of Al-Bukhari... That is less than two centuries
after the death of the prophet... there were already 596,725 false Hadith
in circulation (600,000 minus 7275 plus 4000) it is easy to imagine how

many there are today- The most astonishing thing is that the skepticism

that guided the work of the founders of religious scholarship has

disappeared today”.32
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*

“I can only advise redoubled vigilance when taking the sacred as an
argument. We will see that this misogynistic Hadith, although it is

exemplary, is not a unique case.”*
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“Telling the story of cloak was not the best way to be convincing in
religion like Islam, which has a horror of mysteries of all sorts, where
Muhammad resisted the pressure of his contemporaries to perform
miracles and magical acts”.*
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“Verse 53 of Sura 33 is regarded by the founders of religious
knowledge as the basis of the institution of the Hijab.... A careful
rereading of this verse reveals to us that Allah’s concerns in this verse are
about tact. He wanted to intimate to the companions certain niceties that

they seemed to lack, like not entering a dwelling without asking

permission”.
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“For the sufi master Al- Hallaj, it is the constant seeking of God
that allows one to go beyond the hijab that imprisons our consciousness.
Men lose their way in a dark night while searching for you and perceive

nothing but hints. For mystics the opposite of Hijab is kashf, the
disc:overy”.38
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“So we see that the concept of the hijab is a key concept in
Muslim civilization, just as sin in the Christian context, or credit is an
American capitalist society. Reducing or assimilating this concept to a
scrap of cloth that men have imposed on women to veil them when they
go into the street is truly to impoverish this term, not to say to drain it of
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its meaning, especially when one knows that the hijab, according to the

Koranic verse and al-Tabari’s explanation, “descended” from the Heaven

to separate the space between two men”.*®
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“It is the separate establishment (later the gynaceu) which was

imposed at first only on the wives of the prophet apparently on the advice

of Umer”.*
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“So it is strange indeed to observe the modern course of this
concept, which from the beginning had such a strongly negative
connotation in the Koran. The very sign of the person who is damned,
excluded from the privileges and spiritual grace to which the Muslim has

access, is claimed in our day as a symbol of Muslim identity ,manna for

the Muslim woman”.**
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“During a violent dispute, an Ansari man slapped his wife. The
injured women hurried to the Prophet and demanded that he, as hakam
(that is, arbiter in the legal sense), apply the law of retaliation, and that he
take action on the spot. Muhammad was preparing to make his decision
to fulfill her request when the verse was revealed. God had decided

otherwise. Muhammad realized that as an individual he could be conflict
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with God. So the Prophet summoned the husband, recited the verse, and
told him: “I wanted one thing, and God wanted another.”*®
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“The women supported by the prophet (often, it is true, just by listening
to them) and the male population with Umar as their spokesman, and this
time God decided against his own prophet, the very survival of
monotheism was threatened”.*’
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"From then on, women would have to walk the streets of
uncaring, unsafe cities, ever watchful, wrapped in their jilbab. The veil,
which was intended to protect them from violence in the street, would
accompany them for centuries, whatever the security situation of the city.
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Muslim women were to display their hijab everywhere, the vestige of a
civil war that would never come to an end."*®
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The Quran and Muslim Women
Reading Patriarchy Reading Liberation”
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“We, not only need to contest readings of the Quran that justify
the abuse and degradation of women, we also need to establish the
Legitimacy of liberatory readings. Even if such readings do not succeed
in effecting a radical change in Muslim societies, it is safe to say that no
meaningful change can occur in these societies that does not derive it’s
legitimacy from the Quran’s teachings, a lesson secular Muslims every

where are having to learn to their own detriment”.>2
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2. Text and textualities: The Quran, Tafsir and Ahadith.
3. Inter Textualities, Extra textual Contexts: The Sunnah, Sharia and
State.
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“[Tt Jcame to be regarded as beyond question and doubt.”
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“It over shadowed the text upon which it was originally based.”™
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“[It] became the peg on which sectarian and scholastic theologians were

able to
hang their own doctrines”. *’
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“It is ironic that even though there are only 6 Ahadith accepted as sahih

(reliable) out of a collection of 70,000 misogynist; it is these six that men
trot out when they want to argue against sexual equality, while perversely
ignoring dozens of positive Ahadith.” %8
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“...in spite of knowledge about the existence of a great body of forged

“traditions” hadith grew into a valid source or “root” of Muslim law.
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"The both sets of Ayat are addressed only to the Prophet...not a universal

mandate for all Muslim men"®°.
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"Not even the Prophet was given the right to force compliance upon his
wives with any of the Quranic injunctions".®*
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“Quran uses the words, Jilbab (cloak) and Khumur (shawl) both of which, in

ordinary usage, cover the bosom and neck, not the face, head, hands and
feet. The Quran does not mandate such a form of veiling in any Ayat."®
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“In spite of its assumed religious authority and inviolability, the Sharia is

not the whole of Islam but an interpretation of its fundamental sources as
understood in a particular historical contest.®® »
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“The Patriarchal Imaginary of Father/s; Divine ontology and the Prophets”
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“Challenging the very core of father right as it is structured in patriarchies.”
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“The powerful allegorical expression in Abraham’s story... to suggest that
God’s Rule to exist, the father’s rule must either be broken (Abraham’s
father) or subordinated symbolically to God’s Rule (Abraham as father)

is indeed to say something revolutionary.”66
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“If my reading is correct, then it becomes possible to say that The
Quran is an anti patriarchal text, or at the very least, it can be read as
one. Nonetheless, Muslims have not done so, both because of their own
investment in patriarchy and because of their belief that the prophet’s
community is above interpretive error.”®’

The Quran, Sex/ Gender and Sexuality: : ey I# K.,gu:{' L

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |160



Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic----- Al-Qalam

AU e e Udiddif Uss pee W E oL Uz UEUT Sy o6l

4.,.0«&'»54,30@)»_‘4;4,/&/@2{;‘dn&guﬁwuﬁﬂ%y fa@dﬂﬂ_mf’

S U331 g 21l L Udnsml t 3G g0l L7

o/fﬁJUb/wU?’fu:/ui‘)/,/?3/“1:»d?r/.'/.ui»/,ub@uéﬂf‘a&?wuiuil}/ *
I Lesf S ot s e U7 L £l et b 55
L el F oI L sl i

Jui»;«/f)/?duﬁrﬁﬁnuf(JLJ:,){,}"‘L(JU“& Lc«/f;/fld:;.?j.gj//!j *
-‘aui’f 2J. L%() K=/ < modest dressing

rape /ugy;o&.lfufajlgluf’;ﬂ,jtg:zj_u‘ic&‘ﬁfuflg@ufoﬂd/ﬂ}ufli’ *
Jl

»UE - (M) The Family and Marriage in Islam:c 15§ 4 & *
(Uit

e SIS s S U S T iy S 3T oot h $ 5T
Y wﬁ

6 L EIUIUET ok LIS — Wty Ut bl 1T U2 U ket
LI T SIS K oA s p S O ASI-tEn S
YAV P I S IT Py Pty

T Jeseetd @38 =TS Uy - Qo §T & bk S e To
sy q?ut.:,f?u(uun.m;_v/@/'q]ﬁu;uﬁat,md/ofle:zzS)
L"tgnf}/r"}(c{l}}"i.!ﬁyuﬁ@/'a//gg//.:@/';//l/ﬁ_ufgu{,&//f
(L Epeie§ bfy'z}-/.'/.w%uﬁcéf&u')-‘a

5 2o Upoe W e L AedP 0t = b5y A Uif *
FAFRETL o 57 Eonf 15 E g3 wen L "

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |161




Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic-—- Al-Qalam
lg;jf;’/?uﬂié_u/;‘;m;%rwu:.;,;l’wfwéfzﬂ,,.{*’?ufnuftf“’”
I S Lozt 2k
Bl H”gﬁé//gw’!/uf}ﬁ";‘}“’)L.&Wf‘au@(postscript).ﬂué KU
CF AL e F Ui
e WU e i S ia 00 o 6L 15
e oFid Lo LUk F el fe K07 fiadete gind ]
AN L L E ST e AT s s e I ST S U1 01
KR F ot Z Udnspfleef Fois {tg_93nf b ssler K s &WJ:‘”“
S LT g A e KU TS S P et S L
;dl&/;!ﬂlﬂuf!fu/:éaéé:..'/Jflk/‘Lu&uf}-&@&%u@cullﬂuj&;&
(M;:;/Jf&lbfigjw;/ﬁu}’” L.:u,/mu}/&,h&g;iéfﬂ,jtg
LT A L3S b6 B g K
;Jﬁfguf}_ui}fwifagul’}mui} L,z]@/:ufd»ﬁdf TpdSE
:;LM“&Lgwaéu;{}wdgféa,(ffdﬁg{antW- 14 tsls
L LAt ST e AP I s A STP U U1 il e
mte Ul Foi {tg-9&ﬂf b ssber A slSs? &“MM“/}|Q?JLZ|
J&lbuuT.fguff"ﬁ'b;n;.&(uﬁ"uf/"fdi&pw:inﬁ'uti.a»m%ﬁ:u‘f
/,nﬂu‘uf!i:;/:g.zj.L,/J.lbxLu"ul’}_atgé!};’utgéunmugw%uﬁw
Pl zee S O L a5 L ool § ppel p#3S L
JIIQITA S A #oGm St d S D1 bbb &
,fo};uf}_ut’fwi/mzcﬂ/"mul} Lx)’éﬁdfﬁu/‘(}ffu.?&//i'!
o x> b é et Ul OF i ;Luyiufui,gtg:‘QJ G gl

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 [162



Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic----- Al-Qalam

‘ttggui/"/%/’uKufii’///fttggw{u{u‘mw Qe L0 L g U UEs
Lauwfuﬁf_j.wf s S A OF LU eeetd Suss
61 e Bl s F G ufti%ut&/u:bmswi‘f(éwﬂw
ce Ul P

F o L85 s s T o brd B L 1P g it oo 2
dfedbesnn i P Lz a5 e 01
L Ugarssheds Qi G o & s ) 2 el £ (a5
U eobidng s S Sendf e Ik S UAl Kbl 150!
2wl St Eone F S B LR 257 sy f e tetia 15
IE AL e I B i S B LB P ot a2
GG B 21991 LU b Fuf 1 2 F15
S L ik f ol P U 1966 L6 IE S Ut2002
bl Ze e o1l L i ber £ S A3 pes 8 7 B U
NS5 s rso sy LM&?;Q}IJ@@(WJ{LM,%/%L‘LQ/
22l SIS TE s LSl L 13 b b
_tﬁg;/t;n,/?/)u‘l‘fufuﬂutjv(Véuu,wf;*“//g;&f“;m/?gg,/JD/“/,-/J
VIS S et LE Bt 5P LGF 25 F G U P
Zdt&wwqw‘ﬁ;wt;/g Ld.,m/;.&uf,?jvéwud“_g.
Gof P So AL S w53 3008 L3 S s S
LS 22 19 L U6 15 J/‘(uﬂuu‘f/f,zkm}“é/‘jmug
s el S S san & G e r‘*’ oA

A SN 80S ISP ot B F ot MorBe S P LA S1Z3
‘wdﬂ‘y/ﬂ@ynug‘&w:J/‘f‘&-+g;/’}d/;/w@ Kr:“ulg“i A&

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |163



Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic----- Al-Qalam

gt b P S LG A L L ok omte L% s B il B
SIS e bioine pdogi- g § BTG A L e TP ki F15
s A ST T Ltk 3 P 5 b L1 Z s e )
(I U S et s e T B e B 2 1§ P
9,5/P-9Jgf ;‘a@g?r,:_,l‘u?c;,”d/ SIS 0 gl
. Lazu'j Qs Plesgdsnft P Spt b6 S Loie S
L;/I_Lat“fg 203 408 AERAL L LA B JET Il A 514
Slonn e ot G A L ewose f2e (E . s S A
oo AL N It s 2

LimeShd ;w(ﬁ‘ SIS el 20sF oo i tr U7 i S o 5652
Feo A Fr At E S e e f

Cs '%,uzujég;g;avgﬁud/,ﬁmiLw_ﬁJ@fﬁJ:‘;ngﬁuf_S
S P UG 8 S L f 13 S F AT e SO0,
L};;/,¢‘/J‘§4auLg”»'/’u’,;?d’f'g;/um/fJ.,/” -‘LJC’ Fo o
L e as jl}o}k-(wéwbJﬁ/}!d}’)Tﬁ‘/&gféﬁLJﬁ/’é;&:j}/
mF gl SRS e /"Ls»(l" g ms“au& Ut nz il 21y
S s 37 sl A Kf;)&uu:ufu}LJ!,?LLGBTLL;JG/ ¢L Son
uf;ﬁun/nu%/va‘-_/uﬁuw”uirwﬁf+vﬁéuﬁﬁjunut¢wLUC‘J
U5 10 B Sepratinad SR S e B2 S I EE SUES
;/,!Jq;; u.fé:t(dg&l;/;:/nﬂgc;(‘jn(/l;mlilfﬁc{}lduﬁdg:g.yj
-wﬁﬁtgd/ﬁy,&é[d/@fli

O3y A7 P

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |164



Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic-—- Al-Qalam
%tg&/ff_‘umwmﬁuﬁw”fLLliéuwﬁﬁuﬁ/fg)uﬁﬁb/ -1
bt d Lo foSestpe il gt dis i S
Lok B LT P S LGP L3l o i Lai 15122
u:fn,f.uﬁ’u?u’;vwitidvééu%u@fuﬁ;/ﬁwy,wufﬁlgfﬂ};(‘/-ug
ey
J_///Lg.//}’ﬁ&;b»d/éLuﬁjl;l;U}J?JJ?él}}mi&bﬁ&;bfiuflf_?)
LT KUl 6 S ez 2SS
Cﬁr&:«ylbéf“ﬂfwuw;m‘ug/u,u'u(;/‘b»uﬁJ’LJ/L»LU:"’?A
_J/‘f‘lgé_n

It WL P paw uﬁf;)&uu/;!gﬂd/ UL L sF U125

S K e sr” d/ UL Comparative Women and Family Studies
PG UG AL e i mlsti s oo b ok DL ol do
A A7) }/?(MJJ &
,fﬂkﬁufﬂg%ﬁﬁbnw@w@&ﬁwJq;f_g,u@wém&ﬁ
ﬁﬂ'uflgé‘f@_f@/u.d.fw&!c&w.l*wﬁyéaw‘dw!uf}f{‘_wn
_umf..ijl/L}{,;’)@},4&7&;‘_«jf!fu/u!ﬁj’g%d/éﬁafééjd»T/J
S1osel o

157: 731 )

902 43, Lo 5 A8 SB O o G dormd) S st ot o s o 5 o™
186/8.2001 .5 5 . g5l 4o . Fo® (o ot (02 Uwiee - (5 it

1.2:58 sl *

11405 Eguodl o3 5 (@lhondls crmbaad! ) 455 Ol i) S Glasdd (550 il
5139 qguod) 63,355 pe dBidda B (2, dtin o I 5150 b B Gl ¢ L0 °

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |165



Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic----- Al-Qalam

5283 Eouadl o3, 520 T3S ol arelas U . 33 QL e el 5 by

3533 eguad) o3, 8, Gl 5515 3l i
° Encyclopedia of Feminist Theories, Edited by Lorraine Code, Routledge , London ,
2000. P: 276
1% Encyclopedia of Feminist Theories, Edited by Lorraine Code, Routledge , London,
2000. P: 276
! Interview Asma barlas, https:/ en.qantara.de, retrieved on: Dec.22,2019

61-5972006c 50 ol o 7 e s Lot 12

3 Economist-com/special report/1994/0804/the-next-war-they-say ,by Brain Beedham,
Retrieved on: December 2020,2019

!4 De Talebanizing Islam and creating trans cultural Spaces: Erich Kolig, p:116 The
Teaching and Study of Islam in Western Universities,(Edited by Paul Morris)
,Routledge, New York, 2014, p: 116

1> De Talebanizing Islam and creating trans cultural Spaces: Erich Kolig, p:116 The
Teaching and Study of Islam in Western Universities,(Edited by Paul Morris)
,Routledge, New York, 2014, p: 131

18 Women Rights and Islamic Family Law: Perspectives on Reform, edited by Lisa
Welchman, Zed Books limited,” London, 2004, p:249

" Women in Islam and the Middle East, Edited by Ruth Roded, I. B. Tauris,New York
2008, p:116

'8 Neil, MacFarquchar, The New York Times ,nytimes-com/2007/03/25/US/25
Koran.html/,retrived on:December 20, 2019

9 The New York Times, https/www.nytimes.com>world retrieved on:19 Dec 2019
Phttp://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/Public/Home.html?url=%2Fapp%3Fservice%3
Dexternalpagemethod%26method%3Dview%26page%3DHome&failReason=retrieved
on: 16.11 2019

%! The veil and the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women’s Right’s in Islam,
Fatima Mernissi, Basic books NewYork, 1991, Preface to the English edition , p: vi-ix.
2 |bid, p:11

% |bid, P:16,17

** |bid, P:24

% |bid, P:23

% |bid, P:vi

*" |bid, P:2

%% |bid, P:9

% |bid, P:37

% Ibid, P:37

% |bid, P:33,34

%2 Ibid, P:44,45

% Ibid, P:50

* Ibid, P:61

% |bid, P:80

*|bid, P:85

%" |bid, P:92

% bid, P:95

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |166


http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/Public/Home.html?url=%2Fapp%3Fservice%3Dexternalpagemethod%26method%3Dview%26page%3DHome&failReason=
http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/Public/Home.html?url=%2Fapp%3Fservice%3Dexternalpagemethod%26method%3Dview%26page%3DHome&failReason=

Muslim Feminists and Reinterpretations of Quranic----- Al-Qalam

% Ibid, P:95
“Ibid, P:97
“! Ibid, P:97
2" Ibid, P:101
“Ibid, P:121
5: 4elusdt™
*® The veil and the Male Elite: A Feminist Interpretation of Women’s Right’s in Islam,
Fatima Mernissi, Basic books New, York, 1991, p:126
“*Ibid, P:155
“"Ibid, P:145
“ Ibid, P:191
“ Ibid, P:189-195
%0 http:// faculty.ithaca.edu.abarlas, retrieved On:December 15,2019
> “Believing Women” in Islam, Unreading Patriarchal Interpretations of the Quran,
Asma Barlas, University of Texas press, Austin, 2002, P: XI
%2 |bid, p:3
% |bid, p:14-20
** Ibid, p:37
**|hid, p:39
*® |bid, p:39
> Ibid, p:39
%8 |bid, p:46
*° |bid, p:48
% Ibid, p:55
® Ibid, p:55
%2 Ibid, p:55
% Ibid, p:74
* Ibid, p:111
% Ibid, p:116
% |bid, p:118
7 Ibid, p:127
% |bid, p:148

el Ut 1 /446-443:8 v toen P oS
ol 700/1.1983. 45l it (2 53 Com o) e BV yo o sy 45 505 L) bl s

189 2. 1967 (G o e g it s2g) (P 5 390ms (50 022 508) o Al g v s ool A

Volume 25, Issue, 1, 2020 |167



