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Abstract

Orientalists have studied Prophet of Islam from different perspectives. In
the recent times they have focused the aspect of historicity of the
Prophet of Islam. They or the view that the historicity of Prophet
Muhammad should be examined and his real historical status should be re-
explored. This paper studies an American polemical writer Robert Spencer's
approach on the subject. It explores that Spencer not only has tried fo
refute the important historical status of the Prophet of Islam but even
strived to negate his existence. It finds that Spencer's approach on the
subject is biased and against even the principles of higher criticism set by
the West.

Keywords: Orientalists, Prophet Muhammad, Historicity, Criticism, Robert
Spencer.
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Did Muhammad Exist? An Inquiry into Islam’s Obscure
origin.
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Like Judaism and Christianity, Islam is a faith rooted in
history. It makes historical claims. Muhammad is supposed
to have lived at a certain time and preached certain doctrines
that he said God had delivered to him. And just as is the

case with every other historical assertion, the veracity of
those claims is open to historical analysis.’
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From the extant historical records, it is not at all clear that

there was an Arab prophet named Muhammad anywhere
near Mecca, who brought any kind of message to the world.
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Or at the very least, the records indicate that if there was a
Muhammad, he was not in Mecca and didn’t preach
anything that closely resembles Islam — until long after his
death, when his biography and holy book as we know them
began to be constructed.’
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They made no mention of Muhammad or Muslims or Islam
at all, at least until around the start of the 8th century. In
case you’re thinking that there’d be no reason for outsiders
to mention the religion of some obscure far-off tribe,
remember that starting with the date of Muhammad’s
purported death in 632 Arabs galloped out of the desert and
conquered or captured almost the entirety of the Near East,
the Middle East and North Africa in just a few decades.
They encountered many cultures and civilizations, but none

of those conquered peoples seem even to have heard of
Islam or Muhammad.’
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