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Abstract:

Aesthetic and Melancholic Aspect of Shah Latif’s Poetry

Aestheticism is an all-encompassing term for all forms of beauty
whether natural or man-made, subjective or objective, spiritual or physical.
Shah Latif’s poetry is replete with ideas portraying beauty in its myriad forms.
He depicts multiple colours and shades of his motherland. His poetry is a

splendid projection of the beauty of humanly thoughts and passions.

Shah Latif’s poetry is also a sublime representation of inner pain and
anguish. Latif’s verse is a grand portrayal of universal beauty in its multitude

shapes and forms.
This research article focuses on beauty and pain and their intricate
relationship in the poetry of Shah Latif.
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“Aesthetics is the philosophical branch of inquiry concerned with
beauty, art and perception. From its philosophic roots in ancient Greece,
where thinkers like Socrates and Plato considered the inherent meaning and
beauty of things, aesthetics is also used to refer to the critique of art and de-
sign.

The word — aesthetics — derives from the ancient Greek word
‘Aisthanomai’, which means perception by the senses. As such, it is used in
modern English as a noun, in the sense that something can appeal to the
senses. Since the meaning of the word relies upon sensory perception, its
definition is fluid, varying through time, and it is subjective, differing between
people and cultures. In a more general sense, aesthetics as a philosophy
refers to the study of sensory values.”?
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“Only great pain is the ultimate liberator of the spirit ...I doubt that
such pain makes us ‘better’; but | know that it makes us more profound....
What does not destroy me, makes me stronger."(G)
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“Pain, ache, agony and anguish are terms for sensations causing
suffering or torment. Pain and ache usually refer to physical sensations; agony
and anguish may be physical or mental. Pain suggests a sudden sharp twinge:
a pain in one's ankle. Ache applies to a continuous pain, whether acute or
dull: headache; muscular aches. Agony implies a continuous, excruciating,

scarcely endurable pain: in agony from a wound. Anguish suggests not only

extreme and long-continued pain, but also a feeling of despair".m
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Pathos (/'perBos/, US: /'peibous/; plural: pathea; Greek: ndBog, for
‘suffering’ or ‘experience’ ;adjectival form: 'pathetic’ from maBntkdc)
represents an appeal to the emotions of the audience, and elicits feelings that
already reside in them.

The Greek word pathos means ‘suffering’’ ,experience’ ,or ‘emotion.
It was borrowed into English in the 16th century, and for English speakers, the
term usually refers to the emotions produced by tragedy or a depiction of
tragedy.
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“physical pain is a distressing feeling often caused by intense or dam-
aging stimuli, such as stubbing a toe, burning a finger----In medical diagnosis,

pain is regarded as a symptom of an underlying condition.

Psychogenic pain is a pain disorder associated with psychological
factors. Some types of mental or emotional problems can cause, increase or
prolong pain. A person with a psychogenic or emotional pain disorder may

complain of pain that does not match his or her symptoms".(g)
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“Pathos is a quality of an experience in life or a work of art that stirs
up emotions of pity, sympathy and sorrow. Pathos can be expressed through
words, pictures or even with gestures of the body. ... Pathos is a method of
convincing people with an argument drawn out through an emotional re-
sponse... We humans are emotional beings and writers know it very well. They
introduce pathos in their works to touch upon our delicate sensations such as
pity, sympathy, sorrow and, consequently, try to develop an emotional con-
nection with readers. In addition, emotions are part of real life. Thus, by giving
pathos expression in their works, writers bring their narratives, characters and
themes closer to real life. The use of pathos by a debater in an argument ap-
peals to people emotionally, making it a tool to convince people and change
their opinions”.®
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