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Abstract

This study aims to examine the historical background of the debate on
punishments to apostates that are established in classical Islamic texts.
This study indeed analyzes thethought, that majority of Muslim jurists
have founded their claim that the apostate must be put to death.
Though Islamic scholars from past centuries -- lbrahim al-Nakha'i,
Sufyan al-Thawrt, Shams al-Din al-Sarakhsi, Abu al Walid al-Baji,
and Ibn Taymiyyah -- have all held that apostasy is a serious sin, but
not one that requires the death penalty. The same opinion is found in
the views of contemporary scholars Mustafa al-Zarga, Wahba al-
Zuhailt, Sheikh Ali Gumma, Dr Fazal-ur-Rahman, Taha Jabir Al-
Alwani, Tarig Ramadan and Javed Ahmad Gamidi. This paper not
only examines how Muslims should understand the question of
apostasy in the contemporary context when the principle of freedom
of religion is acquainting ground in the world but also argues
approaches towards apostasy that whether this act of apostasy is
religious or political offence. And the death penalty imposed to the
apostate is due to his disbelief or his renouncement of the social and
political authority and system of the state. This paper also seeks the
attention towards the causes of apostasy in present time and suggests
paying more efforts in the prevention of Apostasy rather than the
suggessions of punishment.

Keywords:  Apostasy, Islam, Jurists, System, Religion
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*Shiraz Maher, When Muslims Become Christians, BBC NEWS, Apr.21,2008,

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/7355515.stm (stating that “ Egypt’s Grand
Mufti, Ali Gomma, unequivocally told the Washington Post that the death penalty for
apostasy simply no longer applies”).
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* Abdullah Saeed & Hassan Saeed, Freedom of Religion, Apostasy And Islam 1 (2004)
2 |slamonLine.net-Ask The scholar, Fatwa on Intellectual Apostasy, Mar.24,2003,
http://www.islamonline
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*® Interview by Ehsan Masood et al. with Tariq Ramadan, in PROSPECT MAG. (UK),
July 2006, available at http://www.prospect-magzine.co.uk/article_details.php?id=7571.
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