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Abstract

This article "Mc Taggart's Concept of Time and Igbal" brings to light a contrast of
opinion between a teacher and his taught. Mc Taggart, a philosphor and teacher of Igbal at
Cambridge in England, was of the view that time is unreal because every new event is three
dimensional i.e, past, present and future. Igbal says that this view is due to the superficial survey
of time. Real time is not objective but subjective phenomenon. On the internal side, there is no
past, present and futrue. There is succession without change. Secondly, even considering time
an objective phenomenon, future is never in hand. It is always a probability. So far past and
present is concerned, every new event creates its specific relation with the preceding event e.g.
before the event x becomes past for the event y, it was present to its preceding event. So every
event represents one dimension of time in relation to other event. Thus Igbal rejects the idea of

unreality of time, based on three dimensions of time.
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"I used to meet him almost everyday in his rooms in trinity and very often

our talk turned on the question of God. His powerful logic often silenced
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me but he never succeded in convincing me."
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"Time, according to Doctor Mc. Taggart, is unreal, because every event is

past, present and future. Queen Anne's death, for instance, is past to us; it
was present to her contemporaries, future to Willian III. Thus the event of
Anne's death combines charactereistics which are incompatible with each
other." X
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"It is obvious that the argument proceeds on the assumption that the serial
nature of time is final. If we regard past, present and future as essential to
time, then we picture time as a straight line, part of which we have travelled
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"This is taking time, not as a living creative moment, but as a static
absolute, holding the ordered multiplicity of fully-shaped cosmic events,
revealed serially, like the pictures of a film, to the outside observer." 8
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"The answer to Doctor Mc. Taggart's argument is that the future exists only

as an open possibility, and not as a reality." !
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"No true or false proposition about these relations will ever become false or
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"Hence, there is no logical difficulty in regarding an event as both past and
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"Real time is not serial time to which the distinction of past, present and
future is essential, it is pure duration, i.e., change without successio, which
Me. Taggart's argument does not touch.”
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