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Abstract

Aurangzeb was a great ruler, not only because he ruled the whole state,
but also because he possessed a prominent status in terms of morals,
habits, governmental responsibility and public upbringing. There was no
restriction on the Hindus, Christians and Sikhs from performing their
religious rites in Hindustan. Even though alcohol was forbidden only to
Muslims and others had the freedom to drink. The Churches of Christians
were in the Capital and they performed religious duties without
interruption. Whatever was done by the Hindus in their temples, there was
no absolute interference with their superstitions and worship. Although
Aurangzeb gave great importance to his religion, it does not mean that he
was prejudiced by religions other than Islam. It tried to erase only the
Hindu rituals that were causing disruption to society. As was the attitude
adopted in the Hindustan to prevent Sati rituals. Aurangzeb also banned
the construction of new temples, but he did not ban renovation of old
temples. Banning the construction of new temples is not a religious
prejudice because if it were, it would not approve the financing of the old
temples. It was only a step to save the royal treasury from further burdens.
During the reign of Aurangzeb, many Hindu were appointed on important
positions. Although he re-imposed Jizya on Hindus, but many more taxes
were abolished below.

Keywords:  Aurangzeb’s region, Non-Muslim, Relations, analytical
study.
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““Muslims freely joined in Hindus festivals and took active part in
the celebrations. On the festival of Holi, writes Bhimsen, Bahadur Khan
(Khan Jahan Bahadur Kotaltash) every day went to the houses of Raja
Subhan Singh , Rai Singh Rathor and Raja Anup Singh watched the
celebrations and Mir Ahsan and Mir Mohsin, sons of the Khan, were more
forward than the Rajputs themselves Aurangzeb’s own attitude is
reflected in the fact that during the festival of Dasahra he used to distribute
robes of honor among his Hindu nobles (Alamgir namah , 914 ) Though
biased historians have painted the picture of Mughal India in somber hues,
sometime we across the flash-light of searching observation that illumines
the entire canvas. Commenting on Aurangzeb’s rule, Hamilton writes, The
gentiles are better contented to live under the Mogul, s laws than under
pagan princes , for the Moguls taxes them gently , and everyone knows
what he must pay , but the pagan kings and princes tax at discretion ,
making their own avarice the standard of equity ; besides there were
formerly small Rajahs, that used , upon frivolous occasions, to pick
quarrel with one another, and before they could be made friends again ,
their subjects were forced to open both their veins and purses to gratify
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ambition or folly ( A New Account of the East Indies ,p14) As regard
Security, writes another Englishman, We trade in all parts of the Moguls

Dominions, who is one of the Greatest Princes in the world. "
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10 Zahiruddin Faruki: Aurangzeb His Life and Times, (Lahore: Al-Rehman Building
65.The Mall, 1977), 213.
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