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"The basmalah begins the Surat al-fatihah and

therefore the whole of the Quran. It thus comes at

the beginning of the prophetic message which is

itself revealed because of God's mercy towards men.

It is in reference to the imner meaning of this formula

that 'Ali, the representative par excellence of

esotericism in Islam, said that 'all the Quran is

contained i the Suratal-Fatihah, all of this Surat is

contained m the basmalah, all of the basmalah in

the letter 'ba'(—) with which it begins, all of the

letter 'ba' in the diacritical point under it and I am

that diacritical point". The beautiful symbolism

indicated in this saying refers to Ali's 'supreme

identity' as the perfect saint who is inwardly in union

with God. The point with which the basmalah

begins is according to another Hadith the first drop
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from the Divine Pen. It thus marks the beginning of
things as it is also the beginning of the Quran. Like
the point which generates all geometeric space, the
point is the symbol of the Origin of all creation, as

the basmalah itself marks the beginning of
things."16
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9-Seved Hossein Nasr, [Ideals Awnd Realities of Islam,

(London:George Allen & Unwin Ltd).1966.p.128

10-Tbid, p.15,16,17,19 137etc.
11l -Muhammad Fuad al-Baqi.The Concordance of the Quran,
Lahore:Suhail Acadamy 1992

l12-Marmaduke Pickthall, The Glorious Qur'an (Text and
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Explanatory Translation), Taj Company Ltd, 1984, 580-81; and
Yousaf Ali, Abdullah, An English Interpretation of the Holy
Quran, Lahore Pakistan: Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, 1934, p.927-128
13-According to William C. Chittick the first clear and detailed
formulation of wahdar al-wujud is usually ascribed to al-Shaykh
al-Akbar, Muhyi al-Din Ibn al-Arabi (560/1165-638/1240). The
term wahdar al wujud itself is not found in any texts before the
works of Ibn al-Arabi's school. Ibn al-Arabi himself neveremploys
the term wahdatr al-wujud in his enormous corpus of writings
however he frequently discusses wujud and often makes explicit
statements that justify that he supported the idea of wahdar
al-wujud in the literal sense of the term., Willilam C. Chittick
"Wahdat al-Wujud In Islamic Thought" The Baulletin, Jan. - Mar
1999 p. 8. Also, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, "The Quran and
Hadith as source and inspiration of Islamic Philosophy",
History of Islamic Philosophy part-1 . Seyyed Hossein Nasr
and Oliver Leaman (edts.)., (London: Routledge) 1996, 219.
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l16-Sevyved Hossein Nasr, Ideals and Realities of Islam, 2nd
Impression 1999, Lahore: Suhail Academy, p. 63.
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