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Islamic Philosophy of the Rights of Non-Muslims Minorties: 

(An Analysis in Qur’ nic Perspective) 

  

Abstract  

Islam is complete code of life for entire humankind. According to the Holy Quran 
all human beings have been created from a single person (Adam). By birth all 
are equal and have all fundamental rights irrespective of their religion. If a group 
is numerically inferior to the rest of the population of state in a non-dominant 
position, will not be considered minority according to Quran. Quran classify 
people into two different categories: believers and non-believers on the base of 
their belief instead of numerical value. Minorities enjoy all fundamental rights 
and freedoms in Islamic territory. This article demonstrates in the light of Quran 
that Islam does not discriminate between Muslims and non-Muslims in the matter 
of rights and will clarify the objection of western propaganda that Islam is rigid 
for non-believers. There are different types of Non-Muslims living in Islamic 
state as minority. According to Quran, concept of minority is unique, minority 
does not mean inferior in number. This paper will reveal the types of minorities 
and their specific rights along with their basic rights too. It has been concluded 
that Islam is only religion which offers basic human rights at the level of equality 
irrespective their religion. 
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Minority :  
The state of being under, the smaller number4 

  

  

 Minority   

 
3  20013:3036  

4 Badger Geroge Percy, English Arabic Lexicon (Beruit: Libraire, 1967), 631. 
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“A small group in a community or nation, differing from others in race, religion, language 
etc”.5 

  

 The world Book Encyclopedia    
People of racial, religious or cultural groups sometimes preserve their own way of life 
while they are living in a land that is controlled by large groups.6 
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5 Jonanth Crownth, Oxford an English Arabic Lexicon, Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, (England: 

Oxford University Press, 1999), 772. 
6 James, J. Morris, The World Book Encyclopedia (Chicago: Field Enterprises Educational 

Corporation, 1958) 11:5110. 
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Right"  

Right: Good or justified, true or correct as a fact.34 

  
Rights in fact, are those conditions of social life without which no man can seek, in general 

to be at his best.35 

 

  

 
31)1994225 
32 )(2:162 
33):195610:51 

34Oxford Advanced Learner’s, Dictionary, P: 1011 
35H.J. Laski, A Gamar of Politics (London: Georgy Allen Union ltd, 1970), 91. 
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