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A Comparative Review of Divorce in Islam and Judaism
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Abstract

The theme of exchange among religions and similar investigation of religions
has turned out to be significant in the current time. Many religious scholars have
presented a comparative overview of the subject of many commandments and
beliefs in religions, but the issue of divorce in Jews and Islam as a regular subject
is almost never discussed. Although it is mentioned as an ancillary subject, such
books were written on the topics of marriage and divorce in world religions. But
guestion is, why is divorce comparative review important in Judaism and Islam?
Because most of the believers in Islam and Judaism are based on their religious
teachings and worried about the problem of rising numbers of divorces.
According to the principles of comparative study the researchers have tried to
do work on this topic in an objective manner. Finally, it has been concluded that
the teachings of these two religions are in principle quite alike. While there is
some disagreement on the side issues that open the door to mutual dialogue, it is
possible that through comparative research on other topics between these two
religions is conducted it will provide further avenues of dialogue and mutual
understanding between two major revealed religious traditions.
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The school of Shammai say: A man may not divorce his wife unless he has found
unchastity in her, for it is written, because he hath found in her indecency in anything.
And the School of Hillel say: [He may divorce her] even if she spoiled a dish for him, for
it is written, because he hath found in her indecency in anything. R.Akiba says: Even if

the found another fairer than she, for it is written.>
c/gﬁd(wa/ffjge%lgd;d&ﬂbu?:ﬁ:u’if;/ug&w/L.ﬁz (Shammai)
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L "Divorce Level: Basic, Jewish Attitude Toward Divorce," http://jewfag.org/divorce.htm, accessed
on October 2, 2019.

2 "Issues in Jewish Ethics: Divorce," http://jewishvirtuallibrary.org/divorce-in-judaism, assessed on
October 5, 2019.

2:16 714 3
4 Mishna, Jewish Laws," https://www.britannica.com/topic/Mishna, accessed on October 5, 2019.
® The Mishnah, trans. Herbert Danby, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), 321.
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"No bill of divorce is valid that is not written expressly for the woman"1°.
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13 Danby, The Mishnah, 311.

14 Divorce Level: Basic, "Jewish Attitude toward Divorce", http://jewfaq.org/divorce.htm, accessed
on October 2, 2019.

15 Danby, The Mishnah, 309.
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"If a man said, "deliver this bill of divorce to my wife' or ‘this writ of emancipation to my

slave”, and he wished in either case to retract, he may retract."1®
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If a man sent a bill of divorce to his wife and then over took the messenger or sent another
messenger after him, and said to him, "The bill of divorce that | gave to thee is void", it
thereby becomes void. If he reached his wife first or sent another messenger to her, and
said to her, "The bill of divorce that | have sent to thee is void", it thereby becomes void.
But [If he or the messenger reached her] after the bill of divorce came into her hand he

can no more render it void.t’
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"All are qualified to write a bill of divorce, even a deaf-mute, an imbecile, or a

minor.......... All are qualified to bring a bill of divorce excepting a deaf-mute, an
imbecile, a minor, a blind man, or a gentile."®
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16 1bid., 307.
7 1bid., 310.
18 1bid., 308.
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"If a man brought a bill of divorce and lost it but straightway found it again, it remains
valid; otherwise it becomes invalid."°
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"1f a man brought a bill of divorce from beyond the sea he must say, "It was
written in my presence and it was signed in my presence."%
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