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"For Igbal time cannot be nothing and do nothing for
the simple reason that "Nature's passage in time is
perhaps the most significant aspect of experience
which the Quran especially emphasizes and which...
offers the best clue to the ultimate nature of Reality"
(Igbal 36). At this point Igbal reminds the readers of

three passages from the Quran that he has already
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mentioned (3:190-1; 2:164; 24:44) and cites five
more (10:6; 25:62; 31:29; 39:5; 23:80) to point out
that the Quran considers time to be one of the
greatest symbols of God. The intimacy of the
relationship between time and God is summarily
conveyed by a Hadith that Igbal quotes in which "the
Prophet said: 'Do not villify time, for time is God"™
(Igbal, 8). The characteristics that are most relevant
at this point are dynamism, creativity, and
freedom---to the degree that these are characteristics
of time they are also the characteristics of God. And
it is with this Quranic-scientific conception of time
in mind that Igbal offers an alternative description of

teleology: "12
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3. Philo of Alexandria also Judaeuns Philo (c.20 BCE-40 CE), a Jewish Scholar, got
so much mpressed by Plato that he referred to him as 'the most holy Plato'.
Believing Judaism as the revealed truth, and the Platonic philosophy as the standard
of rationality, Philo set to developmg a speculative and philosophical justification
for Judaism in terms of Greek philosophy. In the history of philosophy this was the
first attempt at the rational reconstruction of religious thought
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Abdul Hafeez, 'H A Wolfson & A H Kamali on the Origin of the Problem of
Divine Attributes i Muslkm Kalam'. in Igbal Eeview October 1998, Igbal Academy
.. Pakista, p 81-96
TAYMIYYAH ON 5. Abdul Hafeez Fazh, IBN SINA, AL-GAZAIT AND IBEN
THE ORIGINATION OF THE WORLD, International Journal of Humanities and
Religion (THE), 2(1), Febmary, 2013, 19-30
6. The Physics of the Universe: Cosmological theories through history,
http://physicsof the universe com/cosmological hitml)
7. Einstein's Special Theory of Relativity replaces Newtonian naturalism i 1905
and his General Theory of Relatvity in 1915, Newtomian naturalism believed no
connection between space and time. Physical space was held to be a flat,
three-dimensional continuum (-i.e., an arrangement of all possible point
locations-to which Euclidean postulates would apply.) Time was viewed as
absolute--ie. independent of space, as a separate, one-dimensional contimmm,

completely homogeneous along its infinite extent. So Newtonian universe was an
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mfinite space existing in an absolute time. Albert Emstein in his Theory of
Belativity snggested that time wasn't separate from space but connected to . Time
and space combined to form space-time, and everyone measures his or her own
experience in it differently. Einsteinian naturalism sees the fabric of space as
four-dimensional. In it time is not absolnte, it is relative to the experniencing subject.
The basic elements of space-time are events as compared to Newtonian naturalism
which believes in static and steady state universe with things as its elements. In any
given space-time, an event is a unique position at a umique tme. Einstein also
suggested that space-time wasn't flat, but curved or "warped" by the existence of
matter and energy. Einstemnian naturalism states that objects with large masses can
warp [bend/twist] time by speeding it uwp or slowing it down. How many
dimensions are needed to describe the universe is still an open question. According
to some modern theories, the universe can only be adequately described by using a
system with many more dimensions than were ongmally proposed by Einstein.
8. Allama Muhammad Igbal, ibid, 44-49 58, Index page 243 :
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12 Basit Bilal Koshul, ibid p.110
13. For Ibn e Arabi's reference as to 'ad-dahr' being one of the
beautiful names of God, see p. 58-59.
14, Imam Ghazali believes that the 'oniverse' and 'the tme' both have been created
in the past ex-nihilo at a moment which is at a hmited temporal distance from the
present moment. G. F. Hourani, "The dialogue between Al-Ghazali and the
philosophers on the origin of the world", part-I. The Muslm World, vol48 Issue
4(1958), p.183.
15. Referring to wverse 54 of swah al-A'raf which says that". .. all creation and
command belong to Hm " 'Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari argues that 'Creation' and

'Command' are two different categories. Abu 'L-Hasan 'Ali Tbn Isma'l Al-As'ari, Al-
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Ibaanah an Usul Ad-Divaanah{ Eng tr. The Elncidation of Islam's Foundation by
Walter C. Klein), American Orental Society, New Haven, 1940, p. 66, 67, 76.
According to our understanding Quranic ontology consists of three categories:
Allah, the Creation (Khalg), and the Command (Amr). Whatever has come mto
being from God, either belongs to the category of Khalg or to the category of
Command Abdul Hafeez Fazli, "The Quran: Creation or Command!" International

Joumal of Humanities andR ligion [ITHR]. 2(10) December 2012- 75 -83 India.



