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Abstract 

Hakim Abu Al-Qasem Mansur bin Hasan,  Ferdowsi was born in a large

village "Baz" near the city of "Tus" in the province of "Khorasan" , Iran in about 329

A.H/940 A.D and died in the same place, in about 411 A.H/1020 A.D. He wrote his

Master piece of epic poetry, known as "Shah Nama-e-Ferdowsi" which consists of

sixty thousand Persian verses. In this book, he expressed ancient history of Iran, half of

which comprised of fictional history. In this way, he preserved old traditions of Iran

and stories of various Irani Heroic personalities. In this article, a story of "Zahak Mar

Dosh" is critically analysed. In the Persian language, " Mar Dosh" means that a person

having snakes on his shoulders.
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�Ûh+zyÃZVc*ZzggZ]ÆZ0+ƒ}~ZLØCÙÅˆl~yÐ!*CÙòˆXgZ5~ZkÃZq-ÇzV
ÆWŠòäCc*�ªÝ?uÆ3‘Vä¾}"kH{ØCÙÃâgeZÑìZzgZ[¾}¶�Ûh+zyÅ
Yyhevg}yÅ§s‰�X

�Ûh+zyÅâVä�4ţ”ÂJ6,.yƒ̂ZzgZkÅW\VÐW²zVÅ',‚]
!!ÔZ¤/jAZzg=Ð7ßÏÂ? " ƒäÐXtƒÜuŞ̌¶zZáWŠòäZÐj,Šc*Zzg1Ñ:

X" ZKZzg9x�Ûh+zyÅYyÐ;BŠð¹Ï
�Ûh+zyÅâVäZK¤/tziZg~6,‡10*c*ZzgZKZzg�Ûh+zyÅYyXäÆaZkÇzV

Ð¸v9~ƒðXz{gZ]Å@*gO~?uÆ3‘VÆ;BWäÐ$ˆZzgFŠyZzggZ'
¸M¸MZq-zWk~VˆXu!k~ZkäZq-ÇñÃlDƒñŠ¬XZ+Çñ
Zkä¬7Š@¶XZkÇñÆ!*wñgÆ6,zVÅ§bg8-',f¸X�Ûh+zyÅâVÇñÆ
pzg]gùV~Zk§bÅˆ�ZÐÇñ»˜yÃ„:Wc*�ZÏÅ§sWg;åX˜yZ#

" âVYW\Ãy�ZzgŒVH™g„�? " ŒÛd$àÂ1Ñ:
÷Z**x�ÛZ7-ìZzg~ÈÅZzg\ÏƒVX~Zk´º~5WðƒVZzg=ŒV "

X�Ûh+zyÅâVä�Z[Šc*X " Y+zZÑÃð7
Çñ»gÅZÑZq-ÑpZzg(ŠwWŠòåXz{�ÛZ7-ÃZLyáŠHZzgZÐ3**Šc*ZzgWgZx

¸ðÔk~g8- " ™äÆa(Š}Š~X3**3äZzg¼WgZx™äÆ�̂ÛZ7-ä7Y:
" ',
Çñ~äŠ@ìz{tÇñì?

XgÅZáä�Z[Šc*X " ìZzg7g~Š*~ZkÜÇñ7ì " ',ât " Zk»**x "

÷}(ŠwZzgÑp¸ð!Z¤/Â÷}aÅŠN¸w™}ZzgZkÇñ»ŠzŠ|öñ "
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X�ÛZ7-1àX " ÂW\=�}.#Ö}Ð~Z�xŠzVÏ
gÅZáä�ÛZ7-Åæ¾Jw™àXZkÆ�̂ÛZ7-kÆ‚BzZáÇzV~gziYC

Zzg‚gZŠyœ'×Šzg~™CXz{�¼¾CgÅZáÃZ̀]Æîg6,ZŠZ™ŠîXZ[z{?uÆ3‘V
ÐvÆaZLW\ÃZûúg]Æîg6,ªCÙ™$Ë¶XZk!*]Ã&‚w¦/g‰XZy&‚ßV
~gÅZáä',ât**òÇñÆŠzŠ|Ð�Ûh+zyÅ6,zglÅXZkpzg]Zzgg8-',
ÇñÅ
à]ŠzgŠzgJ-#ƒð¶X

ZŠO	á„Šg!*g~Z#�Ûh+zy»ÃðuZr:5Â?uä¬CVZzgæñVÐŠz!*g{g�q
**òÇñÆŠzŠ|Ð6,zgl0*g;ìX " ',ât " HXæñVä?uÃCc*��Ûh+zyËk~

?uä3‘VÃkÅ§sgzZ:™Šc*@*�z{�Ûh+zyZzg',âtÃhu™Š,X
�ÛZ7-äZ#}Ð‹�?uÆ3„�Ûh+zyZzg',âtÅˆl~kkQgì

�Âz{¸Ï¸ÏgÅZáÆ0*kWðZzgZkÐZLaÃá™̃h}6,ÎZgƒ™ZkkÐ�ÛZgƒ
ˆXt̃hZZkägÅZáÐyh+1åX�ÛZ7-h̃}Ãu2$ŠzhZDƒñÃ{Z_iÆ4,Šq-V
ˆXZkä¸4Œ�TŠgeƒz{Ã{Z_iÆZz6,m|Yñ@*�3‘VÅŠ,kÐ$ÃX
Ã{Z_i6,”h+Š®¶Xz{TŠgNhÆZz6,mfYg„¶uŠ~~ZŸ†ƒ@*Yg;åXz{Zz6,m_
m_Ã{Z_iÅZq-pzg]Zzgu!aK6,VˆX�ÛZ7-Ãu!miZgÆŠgxyZq-„Š]Ç{Å
qg]ÃWðXz{Zk„Š]Ç{ÃŠN™ZkŠgplƒð�̂ÅÓxÝz^Šzgƒ̂XZkä˜h}Ã
ŠzhZc*Zzg„Š]Ç{ÆŒÛd$VˆX�ÛZ7-Ã„Š]Ç{~Zq-),gvÃWc*�}.ZÅ„Š]™ä~
'wåX),gvZ#„Š]ÐÃgrƒZÂ�ÛZ7-ZkÆŒÛd$¬ˆZzg),gvÅ}.#Ö~sx²n

" eH!*]ìZzgYV6,.yƒ? " HX),gväsx»�Z[Šïƒñ�ÛZ7-Å§sŠ¬Zzg1Ñ:
�ÛZ7-äZLW\6,‡10*c*Zzg!*!*YÃÑzqÐWyJ-?uÆ3‘VÆ;ðVZL

ØCÙÅh•ÅŠZ*yÈ‹ðX!*!*YäÕZzg"Z»°ÅZ#tŠZ*y”Â"uZfŠ{ƒZZzg
D eÔ?ZLdWÆ‚BZk„Š]Ç{~g{$ËƒXZ¤/}.Zäe;ÂvgZ�Ûh+zy " âŸ~1Ñ:
ÆÕ �ZyƒÇZzgªÝ?uÐ:ÜsZL"kH{!*\Æpy»$+!áÇÉZk,ZyÆßÍVÃZkªÝ

X�ÛZ7-ä!*!*YÅZ#t!*]”ÂZkÅW@ª]ZzgpÙÐ®Z")6(X " Ð�]ŠÑñÇ

: �Ûh+zyÆ;ðV?u»‡ÚuZ�x
Ã{Z_iÅ„Š]Ç{~�Ûh+zy‚A‚w6,zgl0*@*g;ZzgŠÙ„ŠÙÎ!‚!pzg]
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â�Zy0ŠHXz{{ÎZg~Zzg¾Z0+Zi~~âCÙƒ[åXz{‚gZŠy¡V~DgnZzggZ]ÃZK
\g~âVZzg(Šw),gvÆ0*kßŴ@*X�ÛZ7-äZLZkâ�ZydWÃªÝ?uÆ3‘VÆ
;ðVZkÆ!*\ÆO»‚gZr‹Šc*åX�Ûh+zyÆŠw6,Zk®»(,Z�ZZW,ƒZåXZkäZL
W\ÐÇ™1å�z{?uÐZL"kH{!*\Æpy»ˆ[¢zgáÇZzgÓxZk,ZEVÃZkªÝ
!*Š	á{ÆÕÐ�]ŠßZñÇX?uF‚ßVÐ�Ûh+zyÆps~2åZzgZk6,gZÂVÅ’wZx

?Y…ƒ÷}„o~÷Z " ƒ_¶XZq-ŠyQZkäÓx),gÍVZzgŠZ**zVÃZ‰HZzg1Ñ:
ŠÔi0+Ï¦/Zgg;ìÔT»**x�Ûh+zyìX¹ˆlZzg[Æ!*z�Šz{÷}‡1~7Wc*Xaè
Z[z{�Zyƒ[ìZkaZkÅ¤‰ÜÃH'¹(,~tƒÏXeìz{Zq-¹(,}HÆ
‚Bí6,ú™Š}XÅ<å XEZ…ec�ZLHÃ&kH(,JB@*�Zk»£™̈ÃXW\3wÆ

X�ÃðZk’k, " ?uZq-Z»sIZzg(!*Š	á{ìZzgË6,ÕÃY,̂7& " Zq-•}6,K�
ÃJw™áZzg$ÎŠ}ZkÃ	á„H~	áï™BÔ�ÃðZÐJw:™}Zzg$:ÎñÔZkÅ

X" Š#ªCÙƒYñÏÔZk»u@Ð].Z™Š,
Óx),gÍVä?uÆpsÐZkÆìÆ_.Zq-3w6,t’k,ÉŠ~XZe7-	á„

Šg!*gÆ!*CÙZq-ØgZJ9ZƒZXŠgZÝZq-VÐ½ZƒZWŠòŠg!*yÐZÏg;åÔeLå�Z0+gŠZ4ƒ
YñX?uÃÌZkØgÐ¡÷Zzgª]ƒðXZ#ZkÃZÝ!*]»è`ÂZkä¬Šc*�Zk¿Ã
Z0+gWäŠc*YñXÅ<å XEZŠg!*yäZkÀWŠòÃŠg!*g~ŠZ4ƒäÅZYi]Š}Š~XZkWŠòä

Å§bŠZ4 ß;gzV»]kXg3åXZ#ZkÃŠg!*g~ŠZ4ƒäÅZYi]BÂZq-½}ƒñè
" Z}â�Zy!ÂÃyì?ZzgZkŠgV~YVì? " ƒŠHX?uäZ#ZkÃŠ¬Â7{Î:

ìZzg~Zq-ß;gƒVX~¾}ÕÐßW[ƒVXZ¤/Â " »z{ " ÷Z**x " WŠò1Ñ:
‚g~Š*»!*Š	á{Ì0YñÂtøg}a¤Zzg$+Á»!*)̄YVì?Â!*Š	á{ìc*ÃðZjŠ;
�Âäøg}Fâ�ZâVÃ™�ÐSŠc*ìX~W`Wc*ƒV@*�ZLdWÃzZ:ßVTÃ
vg}»g0+zVäZka¤/ëg™1ì@*�ZkÆgÐ¾}+ñ6,ªCÙƒäzZá‚zVÅ

X" ½Z»gÅYnXz{÷ZZ³@*gCìXZ¤/ÂZÐzZ:7Š}ÇÂ~ŒVÐzZ:7YzVÇ
?uä»z{»Z#tyC»:Z0+ZiŠ¬ÂZkÅ#¿ñw:he~„>ðªXZkä

¬Šc*�»z{ÆdWÃWiZŠ™Šc*YñX»z{ÆdWÃZ#Ñc*ŠHÂ?uä3w6,èƒð’k,ÃZk
Z[~ävg}dWÃWiZŠ™Šc*ìX?ÌZk’k,ÆnZK$ÎŠz@*�ßv " Æ‚tg3Zzg1Ñ:

X" YyYN�?uZq-Z»sIZzg(!*Š	á{ì
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èŠw»z{äZ#t’k,7,SÂWv$ÑƒŠHXZk’k,zZà3wÆ•}•}™ŠØZzg
0*zVÒEŠØXZkÆ»̂z{äZLdW»;BñZZzgŠg!*gÐ!*CÙWŠHXàÆßÍVäZ#t

" Š¬�»z{ZLdWÃWiZŠ™zZÆáWc*ìÔÂz{ZkÆZgŠ¤/Š¦ƒ‰XƒßvtÈgì¸:
X" 	á!*l»z{!Âä?uÆ3,ªÐZLdWÃX1ìXëƒÃ¾~§bÈÐ»x¢8ec

Z}Zk,ZE!t!*Š	á{ " »z{äßÍVÅZ#t×e$Š@ÂZkÃ(,Zj,ƒZXz{ßÍVÐ#¥ƒ™1Ñ:
ªÝZzg-yìXz{}.ZZzgZK̈âV»ŠÔìXZ[kB»z‰ÜWŠHìXZ¤/ëZNZzg�ƒYNÂ

X" ZkªÝÆÕÐ�]qÝ™Mh�
" tìÆˆ»z{äZKl}ÅzZgZ@*g~ZzgZÐZL2}Åâu~6,zŠc*Zzg1Ñ:

‚¹!W`Æˆl}»t•Zøg}H»6,_ƒÇXZkui}~�Ûh+zy**òZq-·Šgâ�ZygL
ìX?uäZk6,¹ÕK�XëZkÆ0*kYD�@*�z{?uÆÜsZkkB~

X" øg~æŠ™}X}.Zäe;Âìøg~ƒÏ
ßÍVä7g}�lZzgzßáÐ»z{Å×e$ÅZzgƒÆƒZkÆ‚¶0‰XZÏ

gZ]»z{äßÍVÃZ‰H@*��Ûh+zyÆ0*kYNXZkäßÍVÐÍg3å��Ûh+zyÃ{Z_i6,
Zq-„Š]Ç{~g{g;ìX»z{ÔZL‚¹VÆ_Z{?uÆ¯æVÐÃX™JÖ@*Zk
„Š]Ç{ÆzW!{iZgJ-VŠHX�Ûh+zyäZ#gZ]Å@*gO~Zk(,}HÃŠ¬ÂŒ�t
?uÆ3„��ZkJ-î~»x[ƒ‰�XpZ#4,Šq-ÐW™Š¬�t‚Š{ßv
�ZzgZUÐ{à�Âz{tƒŠHX�Ûh+zyäŠ¬�H~ƒÐWÐZq-¢oŸ»�Zy
ìÔTÆ;B~Zq-2{ìZzgZkÅâu6,l}»Zq-•Z6,zc*ƒZìXZ#H¹4,Šq-WŠH

ë¬xßv " ?»z{ä�Z[Šc*: " W\Ãy�ZzgŒVH™äWñ� " Â�Ûh+zy—WzZiÐ`c*:
�Zzg?uÆÕz0ÐßW`�XëW\ÃZCuŠZgâ…�Zzg?uÐkB™äÆa

X" W\Æ¬Æ³�
�Ûh+zyäZ#t!*]”Â¹plƒZXZkä»z{ZzgZkÆ‚¹VÅ¹°pÅZzg

?uÆÜskB±äÆa&btg}ÅŠú]Š~XkBÆatg}~�Ûh+zyÅâVÔ
�ÛZ7-Zzg„Š]Ç{»(),gvÌZyÆ‚B	áïƒŠHX�Ûh+zyZzg»z{Šk,J-W™DgìÔ!*sy

Z}·ŠgZk,ZE!W\Ãec�Šzu}HÆßÍVÃÌZL " �Ûh+zyZVZzgßÍVÐ#¥ƒ™1Ñ:
‚B5N@*�ëZq-(,ZH»g™ÃXàÆß;gzVÆaÌ¢zg~ì�z{HÆaÏg»g

X" ™,XkBÅ»gc*VåƒäÆˆë?uǢæV6,ç»W¸i™Š,Ð
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~" ZkÆ�̂Ûh+zyä2}Åâu~6,zñƒñl}Æ•}Ã—HZzg1Ñ:
)ª»z{»6,_(»**xŠêƒVZzg " Šg-»zc*ã " Zkl}Æ•}ÃèŠw»z{Æ**xÅo9LÐ

X" W`ÆˆtøgZm6,_ƒÇ
ßÍVä�Ûh+zyÅ¹°pÅZzgZq-6�lZzgzßáÆ‚BTgZ5WñZ̧Ï

6,zZ:−‰Xz{¹plZzg6,�lÔ̧Zka�Z7ªÝ!*Š	á{Ð�]ÅZyaZƒ̂¶X
Pâ{'×h+¦/gäÆˆŠzu}àzVÆßvÌ�Ûh+zyÆH~	áïƒ‰XàÆ
ß;gzVä�Ûh+zyÆaZq-¤/i»gHZzgHÆaÌáÔ¸áZzgŒZg,¯NXZ#kBÅ
»gc*VåƒIÂZq-Šy�Ûh+zyäm]kzÔmI8u6,àZzg¤/iÃ;B~á™̃h}6,
ÎZgƒŠHX�ÛZ7-Zzg„Š]Ç{Æ),gvä�Ûh+zyZzgZkÆHÃeƒzVŠ¬NŠ,Zzg?uÆ
ÜskB±äÆagzZ:HX

?uZyŠâV�Ûh+zyÆpsÐËZq-à~ªx:™@*ÔÉZq-àÐŠzu}à`Y@*
åX�Ûh+zyZzgZk»H?uÅˆl~âgZâgZQ@*g;XE^Æ!*z�Š÷4ÅOñZk~ZzgÌ
�lZzg_./aZƒŠHX�Ûh+zyZLHÆ_Z{Zq-ŠyººZkà~VŠH˜V?uªx5+k,
åX�Ûh+zyäZkŠykBÑzq:ÅÉHÃWgZx™ä»¬Šc*X

ZŒgziðƒD„kBÑzqƒ̂X�Ûh+zyÆ‚¶(,~·Šg~Æ‚BkB±gì
¸XËÃ%äÐÃðps7åX?uÅ¯`Æ3„(,~ËàÐ£™̈gì¸XkBä
¹ic*Š{îw:ñZX?uÆ¼3„Z#âg}‰Â!*¶VägZ{�ÛZgZ(g™ä~„4~
YãXàìƒYäÆß̂vZq-Šzu}ÃpÙÐŒÎ™Igu!*ŠŠ}gì¸X�Ûh+zyÔ?u
ÆûÅ§s(,J@*�ZÐZ�xJ-àñXZq-z‰ÜWŠH�Z#�Ûh+zyZzg?uWt‚tW
‰X?uÆ;B~áZzg�Ûh+zyÆ;B~¤/iåX?uä�Ûh+zy6,ú™Šc*@*�áÐZk»
BMhŠ}X�Ûh+zyä(,~ƒâg~ÐZLW\ÃáÆçÐXc*ZzgZŒ„xZL¤/iÃ
?uÆu6,7g~¸]ÐŠ}âgZX?uÅßìÅmI8¤/iÅ¢[ÐI^ˆZzgZkÆu
Ðpy»¯Zg{Y^7,ZX?u»»xÓxƒ[åXz{i}6,¤/ŠHX?u»pZ[sU*"$ƒZZzgz{
�Ûh+zyÆ¤/iÆzZgÐhuƒŠHX

ßÍVZzg3‘Vä?uÅÑlÃ%Š{qª~Š¬Â¹plƒñX?uÆ3‘V
äÌZLW\Ã�Ûh+zyÆjZá™Šc*ZzgkB»ƒ̂XßÍVä(,~pÙÐ	á„@*`�Ûh+zyÆ
u6,gÄŠc*)7(X
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ZºZ¬]Ô{Zzg!*Š	á>Ø:
ik,ÃŠZ*yÆ:©Æ_¬Ð¥xƒ@*ì�Š*Zk,Zã!*Š	áƒV»{zZºZ¬]

Ð(,Z�ZmåDÉ-VÌCkƒ@*ì�Š*Zk,Zy~!*Š	á>ØÅZqZzg**Zq»Z®gÌ
ic*Š{F,{qƒäc*:ƒä6,åD	áx)�ÛŠzÏÆ_.&4hå FGIZŠ~eÆ!*Š	áƒVäZXŠZ]z
ZºZ¬]Zzg&zgZ:°ÄÅ$+zªZk,Zy6,ŠzDÙZg0*õÎ×‚wÓ#ÖÅìDZkeÆ¬
!*Š	á{Y%_»7@*ƒÚZq-x!*Š	á{ƒ¦/gZìÔTÃZk,Zã(,~ŠgÅó{ÐŠÙ�YV�Zk
Æx»g**ñV~WvZzgßìÅZXŠ»Z̃ZkÆuìZzgZkäß;g»&Z(g™äÆ‚B
‚BWg~Ô‰hZZzgZkcÐ´ŠvWÑ]¯ñDƒÚäZC&Šzu}ßÍVÃÌ2c*ZzgZk
Æ´z{»Þg~ÔW[g‚ãZzgYâgzVÃ‡JäÆ®Å½ÌŠ~DƒÚäZyÓx»g**ñVÆ
´z{YâgzVÅ3wÐ]k»g™ä»®ÌZºZqHDƒÚÆẐk»gC(:.ð GXg_ÌÁZ¦ZŠ
!*Š	á{7åDZkä™»{”gs™äÆ´z{Zzy»ãZzg%r6,zg~Æ®ÃgZóHZzg!*iÃ
‡Jc*@*�Dg~æŠŠ}nD(:.ð GXg_äZ#ZkŠ*ÐÃaHÂZk»gCÂ@*`zª»zZg_
¯DZkäßñÐŒZgÔmI8Ôig{Ô2{ZzgŠvWÑ]w[¯äÆ´z{ÎCZzgg§plg8-Zzg
3,xz**iu]k¯ñDZÏÆ¬6,yZzg¤/x×x¯ñ‰DvÔ»¯gÔµZzgúŠÜpÒzV6,Š,k
ÌÂ»»g**)ìD´z{Zi,ŠgŠzVÆ´`Šgc*ÄKZzgßÍVÃD¥ÐgzÙk™Zc*@*�Ãð
Fg~Ðhu:ƒD

4â¯tZ[C%œ/~™ŠZg:
ik,ÃŠZ*y»%œ/~™ŠZg?uÔZq-fzgZ÷iZŠ}Æ¡~™ŠZgÆgz\~ªCÙƒ@*
ìZzgZ+Æ!z}~W™¢!*\Å(heÆaZÐO™äÅ»x[µ/È~™@*ìD
Z#ZK̈y-yÆgZ56,½4ìÂz{}.ZÃÈw™ÜsZÏ»ƒ™g{Y@*ìZzgZLW\ÃË(,~

¤~eZw©8ìDOç?uÆ‚BÌZ(„ƒZD!*\ÃO™äÆˆz{Zâg]Åµ6,Â
ÖŠH1ZK$+ZqCVÐ!*i:Wc*DZ+äZkÃ!äÆaZq-*Yw¯Zzg?uÃZk~ª
1DZ+Å»g*ãÅzzÐ?uÆŠzâV»0+ðV6,Šz**vªCÙƒ‰D?uÅZkßg]Ã4â
¯tZ[CZK̈y¹YYìDZ‚:~ZzgŠ-âÑëG¹EV~â¯tZ[C™ŠZgzVÃbzÑ°Å

wqÝìDZ,™ŠZg¹ã~ÌyÔ«@*ZzgpsÅÝ]aZ™äÆa(,}ñW,Ïg
�Dik,ÃŠZ*y~?uÔ�ZLÑp!*\»‡LÞZzgËÌ{z®Ð{àƒäÆ!*z�ŠZk,Zy
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Æªz@*`J-VY@*ìD?uÆZ�xÃƒÜuZzg‡ÚuŠ3äÆaZÐZq-4â¯t
Z[C™ŠZg~7HŠHìD?uZK/»9z‚zV»±Z[öÆŴy»g�Ûh+zyÅ¤/i»
¶K:áCìZzgG,\G,\ñ]Æì~`Y@*ìD
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Yi0+{ " zŸs#~eZË±·Z™xZ™ZxÔ	áxóÆZsò•Æ!*g}~-VgBZi�:
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