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Official Sindhi and The British period: A Review

Abstract:

After taking over the control of Sindh, the British administration
decided to introduce Sindhi Language for the use of official
correspondence as well as medium of instructions in education.

First, they engaged the officers, posted in Sindh to acquire the
knowledge of colloquial language to communicate with the local people
in solving their problems while bringing before them. Second, they were
going for the optional examination to get allowance with salary, as the
same was converted into compulsory requirement for the posting in Sindh
or for next promotion otherwise.

The Sindh was annexed in 1848 to Bombay Presidency till 1936.
It was the period in which Sindhi Language evaluated to cope with all
requirements of official intercourse. The British administration faced
many hindrances, especially how to adopt a verified alphabet and script,
where society was divided in two segments of opinion with religious
background. Even officers of the British Government posted in Sindh had
two separate opinions regarding script of Sindhi Language, supposed to
be used in future for official correspondence, and other aspects of life.
Capt. George Stake was considered the ambassador of Dewnagri script
for Sindhi Language specially Khudawadi as a “Hindu Sindhi”. Though
Commissioner of Sindh with the approval of Bombay Presidency
introduced Hindu Sindhi in 1868, it did not get popularity among the
Sindhi Hindu community, and finally in 1910 it was given up and Hindus
switched over to Arabic- Persian based version of Sindhi Language.
However, Mr B.H. Ellis had finalized the Arabic- Persian characters for
Sindhi Language in July 1853.

The research paper indicates all aspects and ups and downs of
vernacular languages, focusing on Sindhi Language in the British period.
This qualitative research is a new dawn for new researchers and ways may
lead to further exploration of the matter under discussion.
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“....The proceedings of examination had been regulated according to the
standard laid down rules for examination of affairs in the native languages
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“It has been decided by the government:
That hereforth no officer will be confined in civil offices or employed be
promoted, otherwise than in any situation in service, but he has passed a

colloquial examination in sindee” (4)
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“I have directed the printer to forward to the secretary to government a
copy of English_Sindhi Dictionary when finished, for the approval of
government. I would beg however, early orders regarding the price laid
by government on the work, and on my other point that may be
necessary so that there be no delay in issuing it. It is much needed by

officers, who may to train the language” (5)
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“I have the honor to request to you that I have attained, which is in my

humble opinion, a competent knowledge of the punjabee tongue, as read,

written and spoken by the natives” (6)
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“.... Who (Lft. Burton) is in addition to the languages, ( Sindee and

punjabee), Now reported on his passed in Hindustani, Guzrattee,

Mabhrathi and Persian” (7)
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“That I may be examined by a native committee presided now by an
officer as was the case with lieutenant Dickson, 3rd regiment bambay

native infantry in the sindee language in 1846 (8)
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“ As the G.G.O 18 October 1838 extent the grant of moonshee allowance
to any officer acquiring the requisite degree of proficiency in any of the
vernacular or dialects of the British or neighboring territories on the
continent of India” (9)
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“The Thur District comprised of ‘Thur’ and ‘Parkur’ collectorate are
geographically and naturally different from Sindee people, both as
regards natural features of the country and dress, costumes, habits and

language of its inhabitants” (11)
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"The language in use in this district is something termed ‘Thurree’, but
is hardly deserving of any separate name, being but a dialect of
Guzrattee, very much resembling ‘kutchhi’, a few of the merchants in
the western part of Thur write their own words in that language of the

country” (12)
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“Since, 1844, the whole of the business of the desert, has been conducted

in Guzrattee” (13)
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“He (caption stack) was acquainted with dewangri. He favored
khudawadi version of the script, with suitable modifications. He pleaded
the deficiency of vowels in that script could be supplemented by

borrowing from Gujrati and Gurmukhi”, (17)
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“The preparation of the Arabic_sindee alphabet for use of the
mahomedan population had been achieved by Mr. Ellis, is July 1853, but
an Alphabet for the hindoos, considered by the commissioner and others

to be absolutely necessary’ had not yet been attempted” (18).
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“The Preparation of the Hindoo_ Sindee character was entrusted to
me....... I am sure that no pains were spared in making it as complete

and perfect as could be, and I have reason to hope that it will eventually

be brought into use in our schools in sind” (19)
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