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Orthographic complexities and
Pre-requisites in Sindhi composing

Abstract:

Sindhi alphabet is based on the Arabic writing script, known as

‘Sindhi (Arabic)’. 52 letters-based this alphabet had been developed by
the committee of 8 native experts, under the supervision of two British
officers, in 1853 A.D. Inappropriately, some words are being written in
their original spell and shape, by the letters of Arabic/Persian alphabets,
even such letters are not included in the Sindhi alphabet, like:
e ek (Gl D etc. It shows that the alphabet itself unable to provide
the solution for certain kind of words. In fact, such kinds of the words are
mostly used in the writings. Miss use of the letters and their shapes is
another issue of the writings, which is not defined in widely yet. Sindhi
letter ‘Heh’(&) plays immense role in the writings, because the aspirated &
non-aspirated letters have been distinguished by its middle shape ( +& ).
Unfortunately, it is not technically publicized, so the native well-
educated persons (writers, poets, journalists, teachers etc.) are confused
to choose an appropriate shape. Mostly, shapes of the Heh (&) and its
usage is a challenge everywhere, especially printed and in the hand-
written material, everybody seems to be confused. In this paper, such
basic misunderstandings of the Sindhi writings are focused in the light of
the letters listed below:

1. Heh gol (%)

2. Noon ghuno (%5) for nasal sound (©)

3. Yeh small or dot less Yeh (&)

4. Arabic letter Kheh ()
5. Middle shape of Heh simple (-a)
6. Middle shape of Heh for aspiration ()
7. Final shape of Heh for Arabic words (-)
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Mg | Sl | Slors | SL5 | A |
S5k
Arabic letter Alef L g Ju ‘ 1
FESE | 0627
S5k
Arabic letter Dal * =R Ju > 2
FEAA | (sl 062F
i S5k 3
Arabic letter Dahal * =R Al ° 3
FBSS | )l 068C
Arabic letter Dal with :
. s55bss 3
3 dots above kY =) S Sl ° 4
downwards ols 068F
Arabic letter Dal with N 55l L 3 5
dot bellow ¢ &ls 068A :
2s5ks
Arabic letter Dhahal * i Sl 2 6
FB83 Sols 068D
- ;‘523b " -
Arabic letter Thal * R T ’ 7
FEAC Sl 0630
585ks
Arabic letter Reh - i Sl N 8
FEAE Sl 0631
Arabic letter Reh with . CT30P) L 5 9
4 dots above - ol 0699 ’
Arabic letter Zain > = AW ? 10
FEBO Sl 0632
£
Arabic letter Waw 7 = Al ? 11
FEEE | &b 0648
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Arabic letter — - = ) 1

Beh FE9O FE92 FE91 0628 '
Arabic letter “— - - < 2
Beeh FB53 FB55 FB54 067B '
Arabic letter o - = < 3
Beheh FB5B FB5D FB5C 0680 ’
Arabic letter & 3 = & 4
The FE96 FE9S FE97 062A '
Arabic letter S 2 3 & E
Teheh FB63 FB65 FB64 067F ’
Arabic letter
Teh with 3 dots . . . o 6
—— —_— - d
above 067D
downwards
Arabic letter G B S < 7
Tteheh FB5SF FB61 FB60 067A ’
Arabic letter S E3 3 & 8
Theh FE9A FE9C FE9B 062B ’
Arabic letter o - = < 9
Peh FB57 FB59 FB58 067E ’
Arabic letter = > > z 10
Jeem FESE FEAO FESF 062C '
Arabic letter fon = > [ 11
Dyeh FB73 FB75 FE74 0684 ’
Arabic letter = 2= = z 12
Nyeh FB77 FB79 FB78 0683 ’
Arabic letter = 2> = c 13
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Arabic letter = = = & 14
Tcheheh FB7F FBS1 FBSO 0687 '
Arabic letter = . - C 15
Hah FEA2 FEA4 FEA3 062D ’
Arabic letter C‘ S s C 16
Khah FEA6 FEAS FEA7 062E ’
Arabic letter o — - o 17
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Arabic letter ge —a - v 19
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Arabic letter o —A -2 uP 20
Dad FEBE FECO FEBF 0636 '
Arabic letter b L b b 21
Tah FEC2 FEC4 FEC3 0637 '
Arabic letter b L B b 22
Zah FEC6 FEC8 FEC7 0638 '
Arabic. letter & = = ¢ 23
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Arabic letter s < 3 b
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Arabic letter A A 3 . 26
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Arabic letter & & 3 3 27
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Arabic letter =
Swash Kaf = = = 06AA 28
Arabic letter e < Y S 29
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Arabic letter K kd 3 S 30
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Arabic letter X X 3 1 31
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Arabic letter K £ 3 S 32
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Arabic letter - <+ - . 37
Heh FEEA FEEC FEEB 0647 ’
Arabic letter
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Arabic letter - - - o 39
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Arabic letter & = S < 40
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Arabic letter ~ - - S 41
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