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Impact of Rabindra Nath Tagore on Shaikh Ayaz's poetry

Abstract:

Rabindranath Tagore was not only a Bengali poet, novelist,
short-story writer, lyricist playwright, essayist, painter, educationist, and
the multi-dimensional man, who introduced new forms of prose and
poetry in Bengali language and literature, but He was highly influential
in introducing Indian culture to the West and vice versa, he is generally
regarded as the outstanding creative artist of early 20th-century India.
In 1913 he became the first non-European to receive the Nobel Prize for
Literature. He was a real genius; who is best-known in the East as well
as in the West, for his philosophy and creative writings. Tagore’s poems
are virtually untranslatable. The melody and ecstasy he seeped into his
poems, is spectacular and unique. For his multifaceted and marvelous
literary works, he achieved immense popularity among all classes of the
East and the West. The poetry of Tagore not only contains natural
beauty and environmental splendor but it interprets human virtues and
all other substances and panoramas related to the earth and sky. He is
very rich in content, quality, versatility and aesthetics. No doubt poetry
of Tagore is a mystical mirror, in which we can see inner face and
objective beauty of the universe. The research paper discusses different
aspects and similarities discernible in the poetry of Shaikh Ayaz and
Rabindranath Tagore. From a comparative and comprehensive study of
both poets poetry, this paper tries to prove with examples that Shaikh
Ayaz has accepted significant influence of Rabindranath Tagore in his
poetry.
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“Tagore was a creative artist of incredibly abundant gifts: a
writer of poetry, short stories, novels, essays and plays, a
highly unorthodox painter and a composer of songs that
have completely captured Bengali hearts” ¥
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“During his life time in his native Bengal, Tagore was
rejected by many Bengalis as being product of west’s

influence. Today no artistic figure, living or dead, is more
actively worshiped in Bengal than Rabindranath Tagore” ©
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“These prose translations from Rabindranath Tagore have
stirred my blood as nothing has for years
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“A whole people, a whole civilization, immeasurably
strange to us, seems to have taken up into this
imagination, and yet we are moved because of its
strangeness, but because we have met our own image”®®
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“Tagore is the greatest literary figure of India of all times.
He is one of the fairest of our planet to combine East and
West an ancient and modern knowledge”.
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“It is not so much because of any single virtue but because
of the tout ensemble that | felt that, among the world’s
great men today, Gandhi and Tagore were supreme as
human beings. Tagore belonged to an age that seems far
from ours. But, like Mahatma Gandhi, his life has the
power to move us in the core of our being” **
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Innermost One
He it is, the innermost one,
Who awakens my being with his deep hidden touches!
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He it is who puts his enchantment upon these eyes
And joyfully plays on the chords of my heart
In varied cadence of pleasure and pain.

He it is who weaves the web of this Maya

in evanescent hues of gold and silver, blue and green,
and lets peep out through the folds his feet,

at whose touch | forget myself.

Days come and ages pass,
and it is ever he who moves my heart in many a name,
in many a guise, in many a rapture of joy and of sorrow
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Give Me Strength
This is my prayer to thee, my lord---strike,
Strike at the root of penury in my heart.

Give me the strength lightly to bear my joys and sorrows.
Give me the strength to make my love fruitful in service.

Give me the strength never to disown the poor or bend my knees
before insolent might.
Give me the strength to raise my mind high above daily trifles.

And give me the strength to surrender my strength to thy will with love
(25).
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WE are to play the game of death to-night, my bride and I.

The night is black, the clouds in the sky are capricious, and the waves
are raving at sea.

We have left our bed of dreams, flung open the door and come out, my
bride and I.

We sit upon a swing, and the storm winds give us a wild push from
behind.

My bride starts up with fear and delight; she trembles and clings to my
breast.

Long have | served her tenderly?

I made for her a bed of flowers and | closed the doors to shut out the
rude light from her eyes.

| kissed her gently on her lips and whispered softly in her ears till she
half swooned in languor.

She was lost in the endless mist of vague sweetness.

She answered not to my touch, my songs failed to arouse her.
To-night has come to us the call of the storm from the wild.

My bride has shivered and stood up, she has clasped my hand and come
out.

Her hair is flying in the wind, her veil is fluttering, her garland rustles
over her breast.

The push of death has swung her into life.

We are face to face and heart to heart, my bride and | *
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Friend
| have no sleep tonight.

Ever and again | open my door and look out on
The darkness, my friend!

| can see nothing before me.
| wonder where lies thy path!

By what dim shore of the ink-black river,

By what far edge of the frowning forest,

Through what mazy depth of gloom art thou threading
Thy course to come to me ©2
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“The quantity of his output was immense. He wrote more
than a hundred volumes of poetry and plays, but the range
of his productions was no less astounding. There were
many novels, short stories, essays, philosophic and
aesthetic treatises (mainly addresses delivered in India,
Britain and the United States), travel diaries and books for
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children. Among the most significant of his work was his
songs, the number of which ran into four figures. Set to
music, exquisite in imagery and sensitiveness, these songs
are today integral in the cultural life of Bengal. When well
over sixty he took up painting and evolved a highly
personalized technique. Collection of his paintings
exhibited in Paris and elsewhere drew warm appreciation
from the foremost critics. His lifework however was not
confined to the arts, but he was Guru deva of his land and
literature” ®%
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