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A research study of Apostasy in perspective of Family
Laws
i I 15 ik

Abstract

The  Apostasy is a known issue that has been
highlighted in detail in Islamic law’s provisions.
Committing the Apostasy is liable to death punishment
and dissolution of marriage that is why it is condemnable
and the followers have been warned to avoid this
wrongdoing. Like the others Islamic ideas, the matter of
apostasy has also been challenged by the thinkers of the
modern era. Moreover, in contemporary legal framework,
there find some points that go in against of the Islamic
ideology. This study aims to explore the status of Apostasy
and its legal impacts in Sharia by mentioning the thoughts
of Muslim Jurists. In this connection, the analysis of
Family Laws (dissolution of marriage on account of
apostasy) has been mentioned with answers to the queries
of the modern observers.
Key Words: Apostasy, Islamic law, Contemporary,
Orientalist, Jurists
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Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion; this right includes freedom to change his
religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in

community with others and in public or private, to
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice,

worship and observance”.
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The renunciation of Islam by a married Muslim woman or

her conversion to a faith other than Islam shall not by
itself operate to dissolve her marriage™.
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After such renunciation or conversion, the woman shall

be entitled to obtain a decree for the dissolution of her
marriage on any grounds mentioned in section 2°:
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The provision of this section shall not apply to a woman

converted to Islam from some other faith who re-
embraces her former faith™.
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Before the dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, 1939,
apostasy from Islam of either party to a marriage
operated as a complete and immediate dissolution of the
marriagesg.
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Ex
Section 4 only applies to the case of apostasy from Islam

of married Muslim woman, and apostasy of the Muslim

husband would still operate as a complete and immediate

: .40
dissolution™".
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The provisions of section 4, however do not apply to a
woman converted to Islam from some other faith, who re-
embraces her former faith.In such a case, the law as it
stood before the Dissolution Of Muslim Marriage Act,

1939, will apply,and the conversion will operate as
adissolution of the marriage”’.
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