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THE CONCEPT OF PRISONS FOR WOMEN AND THE IMPACT OF

IMPRISONMENT ON CHILDREN - A STUDY IN THE CONTEXT OF
ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE AND PAKISTANI SOCIETY

Sajida Hanif, Zahida Shabnam
ABSTRACT:

To save the mutual relationships of humans from clash and in equilibrium
and in order to curb crimes, Allah has enforced boundaries (Hudod) and
penalties. One from of penalizing is “imprisonment”. According to the
prevailing system the imprisonment of women duly disturbs their
domestic affairs. Their children also get dual effects both social and
psychological. As per Pakistan’s Law, the mothers in prison can keep their
children upto 6 years. Although the children in prison not only loose the
lap of their mother but the environment of prison, malnutrition food,
scarce space, abusive language and slang terms of other women do
create a negative impact over the minds of children. Mental and physical
nourishment gets affected. On the other hand, children of the imprisoned
women, who are away from their mothers, get deprived of their affection.
Society has a critical view about them. Therefore, in order to mitigate
these effects, an appropriate environment and facilities of education and
development must be provided. It is better that the (prisons) either be
released on bail or detained in their homes. Moreover, family quarters
could be built in the Jails so children might experience home like

environment.
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Sugar 29 Gr Milk 467 Gr, Under twelve months a)
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Gr, Ghee 12 Gr
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Extras when necessary shall be given as the medical officer directs. i)
117 Gr fresh fruit thrice weekly shall be issued to all children iii)
above the age of one year. *
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Legal Aid Office (LAO) representative Ramsha Rais says:
“They are often found to be lacking in basic knowledge
“we took the kids out on a field trip to the zoo, they called
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“Children are often subjected to violence by the mother and
other inmates, to foul language used by inmates. All these
factors damage the mental and physical growth of the

child”.*
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“When my daughter had to leave me and went to live with
her father she couldn’t continue her education; students and
teachers discriminated against her and called her harsh
names. She is embarrassed to even walk on the streets, just

because she is the daughter of an inmate”.”

{/;d/@ﬁw J,m%f Ji ZJ L,J!;'%l/;l!j}{ éé_&}d 2’

22 Gulraiz Mehmood, Hamary Bachy Aur Waldain Ki Sharai Zimadarian

(Lahore: Maktaba Jadeed, 2013), 216.
23 Saeed, “Young, Innocent and Behind Bars.”
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24 Al-Bukhari, Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith: 97.
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2° Faiza Ehsan Siddiqui, “Islah-e-Muashrah-Mein-Khawateen-Ka-Kirdar”
(Magalah Qaumi Seerat Conference Barai Khawateen, Islamabad: Wazarat
e Mazhabi Amoor wa Agliyati Amoor, 1987).

26 Sayed Afzal Haidar, “Islah Qediyan Wa Jail Khanajaat,” Report wa
Sifarshaat (Islamabad: Islami Nazriyati Council, 2009), 38.
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2" Muslim Ibn Al-hajjaj Al-qushayri Nishapari, Sakih Muslim (Beirut: Dar
Ihya al-Turath al-Arabi, n.d.), Hadith: 2730, 2731.

20



The Scholar Islamic Academic Research Journal
Vol.7,No. 1 || January —June 2021 || P. 1-22
https://doi.org/10.29370/siarj/issuel2urduarl

L'/uf.;ﬁu/,Jw;ut/;iﬁ‘;‘;/uﬁJ3_+&Cﬂjv'%l/u,§£J/J
s KJ/uggﬂ*Loﬁé_‘avfg/giﬁl‘}’4uﬁ&Lr%,&’u’d:édihwfuz%g
WVKJ/L/@/MC’—%-"«::’JE.VLUL;!J:a/r’u(;//;gc;de?-‘at'tgn
MG it B U g A oIS e L P e T Uit
(PPN SR SRV NSREY 1ot Pt - S (e S
e P Az A e b Sreslr by S 130y 2 1
AL un S s e S1ols S i B  SS e et S F o g
c«!/’"l‘})Z,Jf'j,w&Kou;!b/n/fJYLV//u;fLLﬁuflngk}/lﬂ}gdﬁﬁf

_Zuflgnb'ﬁ:,

LJBIMJ: This work is licensed under a Creative Commons

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0)

21


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

