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MUSLIM WOMEN AND THEIR ROLE IN REFORMING SOCIETY IN THE
PROPHET'S ERA

(THE ERA OF MAKKAH AND MADINA)

Abdul Samad Shaikh, Hafiz Abdul Rashid, Muhammad Imran

ABSTRACT:

It has been much written and said about the status of women in
Islam. This is the undeniable fact today that a society cannot move
forward and grow up socially and scientifically without the vibrant
role of the women. The most of the modern world prosperity is due to
the extraordinary contribution of women. The western history is full
of these contributing women. The case is not the different when we
throw a glance at the history of Muslims. In fact, beginning from the
time of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), we see numerous women
playing their role to prosper and reform the society. The wives of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), Syedena Khadija and Syedena Aysha
could be the best examples in this regard. But, there were a number
of women who played their role to reform the society. This role is not
the same in both periods: Mecca and Madina, but Muslim women
seem more active and vibrant in Madina period. Nowadays we
observe so many misconceptions assumed by the so-called some
intellectuals about the Muslim women and their permissible

constructive role to reform and prosper the society. This article
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discusses the role of Muslim women in reform of the society from

both periods; Mecca and Madina.

KEYWORDS: Reform, Role, Society, Muslim women, Prosperity.
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! Muhammad bin Ismaeel, Abu Abdillah, Al-Bukhari, Al-jami ul musnad
Al-sahee Al-mukhtasar min umuri Rasul Allah wa sunanih wa ayyamih,1%
ed., vol. 2 (Saudia, Dar Tauq Al-Najah, 2001), 5.

2 Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj, Abu al-Hasan, Al-Qushairi, Al-musnad Al-sahee
Al-mukhtasar binaglil adli anil adli ila Rasulillah, 1% ed., vol. 1 (Beirut,
Dar lhyae Turas al-Arabi), 327.

3 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 2, n.d., 22.
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4 Muhammad bin Isa, Abu Issa, Al-Tirmidhi, Al-Jami, 2" ed., vol. 5
(Egypt, Mustafa Al-Babi Al-Halabi Library and Press Company, 1975).,
296.

5 Al-Quran: (33) 53

6 Ahmad bin Shuaib, Abu Abd al-Rahman, Al-Nasai, Al-Mujtaba min Al-
Sunan, 2" ed., vol. 5 (Halb, maktab al-matbooat al-islamiah, 1986), 103

7 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 1, n.d., 80.

8 Al-Quran: (66) 12

9 Al-Quran: (66) 11
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10 Abd al-Rahman bin Abdullah bin Ahmed, Abu Al-Qasim, Al-Suhaili,
Al-Rawd al-Unuf fi Sharh al-Sirah al-Nabawiyah li lbn al-Hisham, 1% ed.,
vol. 3 (Beirut, Dar Ihya al-Turas al-Arabi, 2000) 103.

11 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 1, n.d., 7.

12 Muhammad bin Abdullah, Abu Abdillah, Al-Hakim, Al-Nisaburi, Al-
Mustadrak Ala Al-Sahihain, 1% Ed., vol.4 (Beirut, Dar Al-Kutub Al-
IImiah, 1990) 65.

13 Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal, Abu Abdillah, Al-Shaybani, Fadail
Al-Sahaba, 1% Ed., vol.1, (Beirut, Muassah Al-Risala, 1983) 279.

14 Ali bin Al-Hassan bin Hebat Allah, Abu Al-Qasim, Ibn Asakir, Tarikh
Dimishg,1* Ed., vol.44, (Beirut, Dar Al Fikr li Al-tabah wa Al-Nashr,
1995) (44/43),
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15 Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Majah, Abu Abdellah, Al-Qazwini, Al-
Sunan, 1¥ Ed., vol., 1, (Beirut, Dar Al-Risala Al-Alamiah, 200) 105.

16 Muhammad ibn Sad ibn Munee, Abu Abdillah, Al-Basri, Al-Tabagat
Al-Kubra, 1% Ed., vol., 5, (Beirut, Dar Sadir, 1968) 264.

17 Ahmad bin Abdullah, Abu Nuaim, Al-Asbhani, Marifah Al-Sahbah, 1°
Ed., vol., 5, (Riyadh, Dar Al-Watan li Al-Nashr, 1998) 2812.

18 Al-Quran: (2) 207

19 Suleiman bin Ahmed, Abu al-Qasim, Al-Tabarani, Al-Mujam Al-
Kabair, 2" Ed., vol., 1, (Al-Qahira, Maktabah Ibn Taymiyya) 264.

20 Ahmed bin Ali bin Hajar, Al-Asqgalani, Al-Isaba fi Tamyeez Al-
Sahaba, 1% Ed., vol., 8, (Beirut, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Alami, 1994) 257.

21 Ibn e Saad, Al-Tabagat, vol. 8, n.d., 255.

22 lbn e Saad, Al-Tabagat, vol. 8, n.d., 156.

23 Ibn e Hajar, Al-Isabah, vol. 8, n.d., 100.
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24 Muslim, Al-musnad Al-sahee, vol. 3, n.d., 1324.
25 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 2, n.d., 5.
26 Muslim, Al-musnad Al-sahee, vol. 2, n.d., 1090.




(@) dgally (KU dgallyis gl dgall 3 mazd) o) (3 L 3 Zakeadl 3700

2 ; Y
Jéj 7.43\.5...0_3 C,..A.MJ\) M)L{.Iqa.lﬁ Co V-Lw) 4:.1.9 a4 le.p \J&.«U\J Cﬁ

g,.:.\‘ajj\.@.;;;&s\g.'p)&y%jﬂij&\w&\&usw\
ol il cie ) S ol slel Ly Tl Akl me el
\Jﬁ)jb} .5#\4&»;@2\)\&&&‘;5”);&‘"4@' .L;) cJ\:;Ué.;J\
2 £ . 2 . M -
:@Ju\@sw\aw&@\WT.\;)_Lﬁpysﬁ}‘ysowﬁsé}
el ) ey g e Sl e e o) iy ol et o
ulj@ngW%w&dﬁ)JﬁYJc&WTQ&Jﬁmcw
o e Sdaly St cSUal (st aall aads (ol )T L T e S

30,

e
R 2 LR AR P SRR W PRUINCH Cap N JRCH Pt R
5305 2 L ol ol 3 bl 3 L ) o Bentoms o ) clgze B 5
S s ds pB el Ol a5y 7 5 Gsim bl s 155 Sl
ade ) Lo 0 L STy U il 2T el g ade B Lo
oz el ey T el A LIS B S b S oy
5 O A (grdest g sl B0 e G s de iy e (S

27 Suleiman bin Al-Ashath, Abu Dawood, Al-Sijistani, Al-Sunan, 1* Ed.,
vol., 4, (Beirut, Al-Makataba Al-Asriah, 2014) 355.

28 Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hanbal, Abu Abdillah, Al-Shaibani, Al-
Musnad, 1* Ed., vol., 2, (Beirut, Muassasah Al-Risala, 2001) 73.

29 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 5, 58

30 Ismail bin Omar bin Katheer, Abu al-Fida, Al-Qurashi, Al-Bidayah wa
Al-Nihayah, 1% Ed., vol., 8, (Beirut, Dar Ihya Al-Turas Al-Arabi, 1988)
364.

31 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 7, n.d., 36
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32 Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, Abu Bakr, Al-Bayhagi, Shuab Al-Eman, 1%
Ed., vol., 6, (Beirut, Dar Al-kutub Al-limiah, 1989) 421.
33 Al-Quran: (49) 13
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34 Muhammad bin Omar bin Wagqid, Abu Abdillah, Al-Waqidi, Kitab al-
Maghazi, 3" Ed., vol., 2, (Beirut, Dar Al-Alami, 1989) 445.

35 Abd al-Malik bin Hisham, Abu Muhammad, Al-Himyari, Al-Sirah Al-
Nabawiyah, 2™ Ed., vol., 1, (Egypt, Shariak wa Mataba Mustafa Al-Babi
Al-Halabi, 1955) 323.

36 Ahmad bin Al-Hussein, Abu Bakr, Al-Bayhagi, Dalail Al-Nubuwwabh,
1 Ed., vol., 2, (Beirut, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Alami, 1984) 298.

37 Ibn e Hisham, Al-Sirah, vol. 1, n.d., 469

38 Al-Bayhagqi, Dalail Al-Nubuwwah, vol. 3, 155

39 Ibn e Hisham, Al-Sirah, vol. 1, n.d., 223

40 Al-Bayhaqi, Dalail Al-Nubuwwah, vol. 2, 221
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41 Ahmed bin Amr, Abu Bakr, Ibn Abi Asim, Al-Shaibani, Al-Ahad wa
Al-Mathani, 1% Ed., vol., 1, (Riyadh, Dar Al-Raya, 1991) 257.

42 Yusuf bin Abdullah, Abu Omar, Ibn Abd al-Barr, Al-Qurtubi, Al-Istiab
fi Marifah Al-Ashab, 1% Ed., vol., 4, (Beirut, Dar Al-Jeel, 1992) 1954.

43 Al-Quran: (60) 10

44 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 30, 188

45 Al-Asbhani, Marifah Al-Sahbah, vol. 6, 3547
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47 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 1, 32

48 Ahmad, Al-Musnad, vol. 42, n.d., 72

49 Al-Bukhari, Al-jami Al-sahee, vol. 1, n.d., 38
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