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ABSTRACT:

Kalima tul Hagaiq by Burhan ud Din Jaanam is usually considered as
the first book of the Urdu prose. There has been much debate over its
primacy but the controversy has been very much resolved. Khair ul Bayan by
Bazid/ Bayazid Ansari was also considered as the first book in Urdu prose
by some eminent scholars such as Dr Gayan Chand Jain and Farigh
Bukhari. Khair ul Bayan was penned down around 1572 AD. Dr Jameel Jalibi
also wrote about it in his history of literature. This article reviews the
statements and the findings about Khair ul Bayan's importance and proves
that Khair ul Bayan is not the first book in Urdu prose, as has been declared
by Gyan Chand and Farigh Bukhari.

This article aslo linguistically reviews a few lines in Urdu which have
been written in Khair ul Bayan.

Key Words:
Khair ul Bayan, Early Urdu Writings, Dr. Jameel Jalibi, Gayan Chand

Jain.
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The mscr. contains 167 leaves and is written in the
Nasta'liq character. According to tradition Khair-ul-Bayan
was composed in four languages. And we actually find
several Persian and Hindustani passages in the
introduction, while Arabic quotations are frequently
inserted into the Pashto text. Persian notes, in a different

hand, are written in the margin. 22
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Areas", Included in: Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, Vol XXIX, No.
2,2008, p. 158
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