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ABSTRACT
Terrorism is one of the grimmest issues of the whole world. It is weakening the very root of the
societies suffering it. Pakistan is not exempted from it. Since the creation of Pakistan, the
opponent powers planned to weaken it. They involved the external and internal groups to create
restlessness and chaos in every field of life. In the world, there might be a single day when people
do not face terrorist activities. It was ever considered that developing countries are more
vulnerable to terrorism because of the lack of adequate resources to fight against it. But now a
days the advanced countries like the UK, the USA, and China, etc. are also facing them very
often. The common reasons behind such activities are corruption, poor governance, and lack of
judicial justice, etc. History shows that most teenagers are involved in these activities. The
guestions arise that when and why these activities started? Why teenagers are easily caught by
militant groups. This paper will highlight the meaning of terrorism, its history, causes, and what
are the real teachings of the Quran and the Prophet (PBUH) about terrorism? In the end,
suggestions will be given to establish an inclusive and peaceful society in Pakistan.
KEYWORDS: Terrorism, extremism, sectarianism, religious intolerance, Islam and terrorism,
the role of teachers and religious scholars.
Introduction:
Now a day it is impossible that one can ignore terrorism because social media like
Facebook, websites, TV, and print media show the bloody acts of militant groups daily. It
creates horror, fear, and terror in the hearts of common innocent people. The question
arises in the minds of the people that what terrorism is? According to the Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, “Terrorism is the use or threat of violence to
create fear and alarm™!. Whereas Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics defines it as,
“Terrorism 1is the sustained, clandestine use of violence. Including murder, kidnapping,
hijacking, and bombing to achieve a political purpose. In popular usage, however, as
influenced by politicians and the media, terrorism is now increasingly used as a generic
term for all kinds of political violence especially as manifested to revolutionary and
guerrilla warfare, nevertheless, not all political violence short of conventional war was
terrorism. (Clash of civilizations).”?
Kropotkin, an anarchist defines terrorism as “‘propaganda by deeds’, means that small
groups can derive the attention to the political cause.”® It means that terrorism belongs to
political issues. The extensive definition of terrorism is made by the “United Nations
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Office on Drugs and Crime” in 2007. “Terrorism is an anxiety-inspiring method of
repeated violent action, employed by (semi-) clandestine individual, group or state actors,
for idiosyncratic, criminal or political reasons, whereby — in contrast to assassination —
the direct targets of violence are not the main targets. The immediate human victims of
violence are generally chosen randomly (targets of opportunity) or selectively
(representative or symbolic targets) from a target population, and serve as message
generators. Threat-and violence-based communication processes between terrorist
(organization), (imperiled) victims and main targets are used To manipulate the main
target (audience(s)), turning it into a target of terror, a target of demands, or a target of
attention, depending on whether intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily
sought.”* It shows that it does not belong only to political purpose rather it is used to
create fear and terror in the hearts of common people.

Historical background:

Historical background of terrorism can be traced out from the killing of Qabeel to
Habeel. Since then people started killing individuals or groups to achieve their targets and
benefits. According to documented history, it began with the Roman emperors from
Turbus 14« to 37 « and the Black Globe from 37 ¢ to 41 ¢, both the Emperors did not
listen to their opponents. They seized their properties and punished them severely if they
again opposed him. The kings of Spain killed religious leaders by unbearable
punishments on their criticism against the government.®

The early Islamic history also shows that Bani Israel did not hesitate to torture and even
kill their prophets. In 27 B.C., Herod, a converted Jew ruler of Palestine killed prophets
Yahya and Zakaria.® They even tried to crucify to H. Easa but according to the Holy
Quran, they were failed. It is said in Sura al-Nissa,
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“And because of their saying: We slew the Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah's
messenger - they slew him not nor crucified him, but it appeared so unto them; and lo!
Those who disagree concerning it are in doubt thereof; they do not know thereof save
pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not for certain.”®

The Makkans also tried to kill the prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in Dar-ul-Nadwa.® When
he migrated to Madina, two attempted were made to kill him. The 1% attempt was made
by Banu Nadir, a Jewish tribe after the battle of Badr. They called the prophet (PBUH) in

an isolated place for theological debate’®. They planned to kill him as he would be alone.
The second attempt was made when he went into their area to seek out financial aid*®.
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The activities of Jews continued during the periods of Rightly Guided Caliphs. H.Umar
and H.Ali's death were also a series of terrorism. All the above-mentioned events are
resulted by terrorism although it was on a small or individual scale.

The environment of political revenge started in France in 1793 and 5 years were passed*? in
these activities. From 1894 to 1901 many important personalities lost their lives by the hands of
terrorists. Among them were French President Saad Karn Note, the Austrian princess Elizabeth,
the Spanish Prime Minister Cartridge and the American President®® William McKinley, etc.
Germany's Hitler 'ltaly's Mississippi and the Stanas of Soviet Union were also well known for
mass destruction of their opponents.’* According to “Nawaiwaqt 12 December 20177, “2800
terrorists are near the Afghan Border, belonging to the Tripoli sub-organizations, Germany's
terrorist organization "Baiffahaf", Japan's Red Army Italy's "Redirected" Puerto's "Fans". "Peru”,
"Shining Yath" are also present in Central and Asian countries.”®® Since then the wave of
terrorism is affecting the entire world.

David Rapoport mentioned briefly the history of terrorism in four waves on the international
level. He said, “The first (‘anarchist’) wave of modern terrorism began in Russia in the 1880s and
lasted until the 1920s, the second (‘anticolonial’) wave began in the 1920s and ended in the
1960s, the third (‘new left’) wave began in the 1960s and continued through to the 1980s, and the
fourth (‘religious’) wave emerged in 1979 and continues until today’*®.

Terrorism in Pakistan:

Pakistan has been confronting several challenges since her creation in 1947 on different fronts. In
the early days, millions of people were massacred, robed, and raped while migrating to Pakistan.
She did not have enough resources to stand on a firm footing. It could establish enough that just
after 24 years, its East Wing was separated because of the selfishness of the opportunist
politicians, separationists’ movements and terrorism.’

Since its creation, India planned to weaker it on different levels. It attacked twice in Pakistan in
1965 and 1971. It also started terrorist activities with the help of other countries. As a result,
thousands of Pakistanis lost their lives and properties. Its economy is shattered badly. The
intelligentsia and investors have shifted abroad. Therefore it is necessary to highlight the reasons
behind terrorism to overcome it.

The conflict between the Soviet Union and America:

In the 7" decade, a conflict started between two superpowers. They involved the whole world in
their affairs. On 24, December 1979, the Soviet Union entered Afghanistan and remained there
till 15, February 1989." This gave chance USA to interfere. It involved Pakistan by the name of
Jihad. It worked with the CIA in Afghanistan and ultimately the Soviet Union was forced to quit
Afghanistan. Casey, a deputy for operations in Afghanistan said after the war, “Zia was a
believer. Without Zia, there would have been no Afghan war and no Afghan victory.”*® Due to
this alliance, Pakistan had to pay a heavy price. During the war, the Soviet Union with the help of
KGB and KHAD started bomb blasts in Pakistan.?® When the war was on its winning position
General Zia along with other military officers and USA envoy were killed in the aircraft crash of
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C130 on 17, August 1988. Muhammad Yousef assumed about it saying, “The KGB or KHAD
had been involved”.?* C. Christine Fair also wrote about Pakistan's role and USA affairs which
instigated the ‘Tehrik-e-Taliban’ and “TTP’ to launch the Anti Pakistan movement. They not only
attacked the Pakistan army, law enforcement agencies, infrastructure but also on the
noncombatant residents.??

Irritated individuals of Pakistan:

In Baluchistan, different groups are annoyed by the state because they considered that they are
neglected by the state therefore they want to get separation from the state. Among them were
“The Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)”, having 3000 warriors?®, “The Baloch Republican Party”
led by Brahamdagh Bugti. He wants the independence of “Greater Baluchistan” and called the
international community to intervene in their “genocide.”® , “The Baloch Republican Army” and
“The Baloch National Movement”.? They are working to destabilize Pakistan.

Sectarianism:

Sectarianism is like a poison for any country. It badly weakens the very root of the state.
Unfortunately, Pakistan has multi sects some of them are extremists and cannot bear the existence
of other sects. Their mutual conflicts allow anti-Pakistan communities to misuse them. The Shia
and Sunni conflicts are living examples. Their enmity against each other caused the death of
many innocent Muslims of both groups. Many renowned scholars lost their lives. Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan said at Dacca in 1948, “If you want to build up
yourself into a Nation, for God’s sake give up this provincialism. Provincialism has been one of
the curses; and so is Sectionalism-Shia, Sunni, etc.”?®

Deficiency of law enforcement:

Pakistan has framed different laws to control terrorism but due to lack of law
enforcement and flaws, the terrorists could not get proper punishment. People are not
ready for witnesses against them because they know that police could not provide the
proper protection. The investigators and judges also feel insecure. The procedure of the
judicial system is so slow that years have been passed in the decision of a case. As a
result, the terrorists are released.?” One of the legal experts, Ali, comments on Pakistan’s
judicial system, “I think that the judiciary should recognize its responsibility to speed up
the judicial process and provide justice only on merit as per the Constitution of Pakistan
without succumbing to so-called technicalities, however, people who have no influence
and are seeking justice purely on merit deserve speedy justice without facing
malpractices”?

Poverty:

It is a bitter fact that poverty is the root cause of terrorism. The poor are not able to earn
bread and butter for their families. Their hunger faced children very often cry for the
bread and other necessities of life. This forced them to commit crimes on a small scale.
With the time they are easily caught by the terrorists to fulfill their heinous goals.
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Ultimately, they stand against the government and even do not hesitate to kill innocent
people by shooting or bomb blast. The Holy Prophet (PBUH), therefore seek Allah’s
refuge against poverty. It is narrated in Sunnan Nasi,
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‘Narrated Muslim bin Abi Bakrah and said’, "My father used to say following every
prayer: 'Allahumma inni a-udhu bika min al-kufri wal-fagri wa ‘adhab al-gabr. (O Allah, I
seek refuge with You from Kufr, poverty, and the torment of the grave)' and | used to say
them (these words). My father said: 'O my son, from whom did you learn this?' | said:
'From you. He said: "The Messenger of Allah (SAWS) used to say them following the
prayer.30"

Even the western politicians and significant personalities acknowledge this fact. For
example, George W. Bush and Al-Gore said especially after 9/11, “The fight against
poverty is necessary to defeat terrorism.”*! One of the South Korean Nobel peace prize
laureate Kim Dae-Jung said, “At the bottom of terrorism is poverty.”3? Khalid Aziz also
told that poverty is one of the main reasons behind terrorism. He said, “Many youngsters
of poor families join the so-called religious institutions to improve their living
standard.”®3

Drone attacks:

After 9/11 the US started its attack on Afghanistan and Pakistan to wipe out the militants.
In Pakistan, 1% drone attack strike on June 18, 2004, in Wana and continued till February
8, 2018. During this period about 333 incidents took place which killed about 2857
people.® These attacks mostly killed innocent people including children. The militants
took advantage of these losses and instigated the victims to pick up their arms. This lead
to the suicide attacks in Pakistan. Lugman Saeed, Professor Mike Spagat, lain Overton
highlight this fact as “Drone strikes in Pakistan were followed by additional suicide
attacks in Pakistan, each causing an average of 20 deaths and 48 injuries.”3®
Brainwashing:

Militant groups misuse religious teachings and trap the youngsters by their brainwashing.
They ensure them if they are killed by suicide attacks, they will be considered as
martyred. Their status will be elevated in the sight of Allah and their abode will be in
paradise. Such children are easily brainwashed in just 6 weeks¢.They are always ready to
blast bombs at any place without knowing the real fact and picture of Islam.
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Incident of Lal Masjid:

The Lal Masjid operation was started by General Pervaiz Musharraf on 3, July 2007. It
continued till 11, July 2007. According to him, it was a haven for militants. This
operation became one of the major reasons for terrorism attacks in Pakistan. After the
operation, Al-Qaeda leaders announced for retaliation and war against the Pakistan army.
A wave of terrorist attacks started throughout Pakistan. First-year of the operation, about
88 bombs were blasted which resulted in 1118 causalities and about 3209 people were
injured. Just after 2 months of operation, 18 years old boy launched a suicide attack on
the “Elite commando unit of Pakistan army” and 22 soldiers were killed. Just after 6
months, about 40 militant leaders formed a new group of 40,000 fighters by the name
“Tehreek Taliban Pakistan” (TTP) in South Waziristan.3’ Since its formation, a new wave
of terrorism started which is now controlled by Pakistan army through Zarb-e-‘Azb.
Impact of terrorism:

The terrorist activities not only destabilized Pakistan but also caused irreparable loss both
financially and bodily. It is not possible to estimate the total financial loss, Pakistan has
to face due to terrorism but roughly it can be said that is about 106.98 billion US Dollar
which is equal to 8702.75 billion Pakistani rupees.®® As concerned with human loss, from
2000 to 2019, Pakistan lost about 63883 lives. Among them were 22654 Civilians, 7119
were Security Force Personnel and 34110 were militants.3® Whereas about lost people,
“Pakistani agencies” submitted their report on 27 March 2013 to the ‘Supreme Court of
Pakistan’ and said that about 49000 people had been lost since 2001.° NADRA,
(National Database and Registration Authority) verified that in only FATA about 447,544
people were misplaced.*

The Director-General of ISPR(Inter services public relations) says’ “Pakistan has paid a
heavy price for the end of terrorism. There are no terrorist groups in the country. We have
offered more than a thousand lives. The region's economic loss in the region was over
100 billion dollars at the end of terrorists. Pakistan fought a war against terrorism
successfully.”*?

The militants do not even spare the educational institutions. They destroyed about 799
institutions only in FATA and KPK from 2003 to 2013. 282 schools were burnt in KPK
which effected the 13000 girls and 18000 boy’s students.*® It is verified by the statement
of Bede Sheppard, child rights deputy director at HRW, “The Taliban and other militants
have repeatedly committed horrific attacks on Pakistani schools, depriving students of
their lives as well as their educations.”** A Taliban commander himself stated, “We will
continue to attack schools, colleges, and universities across Pakistan as these are the
foundations that produce apostates.”*®
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Pakistan’s efforts against terrorism:

The western countries especially the USA considered that Pakistan was not taking any
positive steps against terrorism and militant groups and always demand “Do more”,. The
fact is contrary. The list of the operations done shows Pakistan’s real efforts to wipe out
the terrorists and their activities from Pakistan. The following operations were launched
by the Pakistan army.

Operation Rah-i-Hag-1I: It was started in 2007 in the valley of Swat and Shangla.
Operation Rah-i-Hag-11: It was started in 2008 again in the valley of Swat and Shangla.
Operation Sirat-i-Mustageem: It was launched in 2008 in Khyber Agency.

Operation Sherdil: It was started in 2008 in Bajaur Agency jointly with Frontier.
Operation Rah-i-Hag-111: It was launched once again in the valley of Swat and Shangla
in 2009.

Operation Black Thunderstorm: It was started in Buner, Lower Dir, and Shangla
district in 2009.

Operation Brekhna: It was launched in the Mohmand Agency in 2009.

Operation Rah-i-Rast: It was well known by the name of “Swat Operation” and started
in 20009.

Operation Rah-i-Nijat: It was started in South Waziristan in 20009.

Operation Zarb-i-Azb: It was launched in North Waziristan along the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border in2014.

Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad: It is launched across Pakistan from 2017.46

Kinds of terrorism:

There are different types of terrorism, the renowned are the followings;

State-Sponsored terrorism:

It is defined by Ray S. Cline and Yonah Alexander, the experts in international terrorism
“The deliberate employment of violence by sovereign states or sub-national groups
encouraged or assisted by sovereign states to attain strategic and political objectives by
acts in violation of the law. These criminal acts are intended to create overwhelming fear
in the target population larger than the civilian or military victims attacked or
threatened.”*’

Dissent terrorism:

Martin, Gus, and Fynnwin Prager define this type in the following words, “A terrorism
directed against existing governments and political institutions, attempting to destabilize
the existing environments as a precondition to building a new society.”*

Terrorists and the Left and Right:

These are the groups of terrorists deep-rooted in “political ideology”.*®
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Religious terrorism:

It is defined by Razaq Raj, Kevin A Griffin as, “A terrorism for which religion provided

the motivation, the justification, and the organization.”>°

Criminal Terrorism:

It means “A terrorism which is done to aid in crime and criminal benefits
Islam and terrorism:

Some people think that Islam teaches terrorism. They, therefore, unknowingly relate

every incident of terrorism with Muslims and Islam. The fact is that Islam is a religion of

peace, as it is cleared by its meanings.

Word “Islam” is derived from s-I-m which means “safe”, “unharmed”, “unimpaired” and

also “peace” and “surrender.® In Islamic terminology, it means “voluntary submission to

God.”® Those who follow it are called Muslims.

Islam is based on mercy, sincerity, and peace. It teaches its followers to work to promote

peace and tranquility. It also advised his followers to start their conversation by « a3l
"sSalewhich means “May peace be upon you.” They should also say it when seeing

anyone whether they know him or not. It has a very vast meaning. The real meaning is

that you are safe and secure from me in all aspects.

Practically, it advises its followers to become the messengers of peace and do not

promote violence and injustice. It prohibits them to kill anyone unjustly, as would be

equal to general killing. The Holy Quran says,
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“If anyone killed a person, not in retaliation of murder, or (and) to spread mischief in the
land it would be as if he killed all mankind”®®

It means that it does not allow the killing of even a single person then how it can permit
the massive killing resulted by terrorism. This message is again given in surah al-Anaam,
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“And kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a just.
Surah al-Bani Israel also mentions this concept with the addition of some words. It says,
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“And do not kill anyone which Allah has forbidden, except for a just cause. And whoever
is killed (intentionally with hostility and oppression and not by mistake), We have given
his heir the authority [(to demand Qisas, Law of Equality in punishment or to forgive, or

to take Diya (blood-money)]. But let him not exceed limits in the matter of taking life
(i.e. he should not kill except the killer only). Verily, he is helped (by the Islamic law).”>®
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According to this verse, if someone killed anyone intentionally, the heir is allowed to take
blood money if they wish. In the case of terrorism, this condition cannot be fulfilled, as
the heir of dead one cannot recognize the killers.

On the other hand, self-killing known as suicide attack is not permitted by Islam. Surah
an-Nisa mentions,
60.5&’,}3/7 \jii;u Y3

“Do not kill yourselves
Islam just allows fighting to eliminate “Fasad fil Arad”.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is called “Mercy for all”. He preached and
promoted Pease on earth. He faced unbearable torture by the hands of Makkan about a
13-year stay in Makkah. They planned him to kill, exiled him from his native city,
imposed wars on him and broken his teeth in the battle of Uhad, but when he conquered
Makkah peacefully, he did not take revenge and forgave them by reciting the verse of
surah Yousaf.
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He said, "No blame will there be upon you today. Allah will forgive you; and He is the

most merciful of the merciful."®

The Holy Prophet (PBUH) defines the Muslim as

oy gled 3o Byl gl n el sl gle 0 Jo B 0yt 06106 3k o e

"Narrated Abu Hurairah: that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: The Muslim is the
one from (the harm of) whose tongue and hand (other) Muslims are safe.”®

It means that those people have the right to be called prophet’s followers who save others
from their hands and tongue. So how those people can be called Muslims who commit
terrorist activities and kill others.

On the occasion of the Last Sermon, the prophet (PBUH) made the lives sanctified by
declaring,
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Narrated by Abu Bakra, The Prophet said, “No doubt your blood, property, the sub-
narrator Muhammad thought that Abu Bakra had also mentioned and your honor
(chastity), are sacred to one another as is the sanctity of this day of yours in this month of
yours.”®’

He again says,

2361
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Narrated by Jarir, the Prophet said to me during Hajjat-al-Wada', "Let the people keep
quiet and listen.” Then he said (addressing the people), "Beware! Do not renegade as
disbelievers after me by striking (cutting) the necks of one another."

The both Hadith clarified that prophet (PBUH) not only made the life secure but also
forbade to kill one another.

On other occasions, he forbade to take up arms against Muslims. He says,
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Narrated by 'Abdullah bin 'Umar, Allah's Apostle said, "Whoever takes up arms against
us, is not from us.""*

It means that arms cannot be taken against Muslims otherwise he would be excluded
from the prophet’s Ummah. No doubt, he allowed to take up arms as a last resort against
those who initiate war and threaten Muslims' lives and freedom. In this case, he again
advised that the women, children, religious people should not be killed. The dead bodies
of the enemies should also be not mutilated.”

Many scholars also spoke against terrorism, e.g. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri, a founding
leader of Minhaj-ul-Quran International, Pakistan said “The killing of Muslims and the
perpetration of terrorism are not only unlawful and forbidden in Islam but also represent
the rejection of faith.”’”® Darul Uloom Deoband also declared in 2008 in ‘The anti-
terrorist conference’, “‘Islam is a religion of mercy for all humanity. Islam sternly
condemns all kinds of oppression, violence, and terrorism. It has regarded oppression,
mischief, rioting, and murder among sins and crimes.”’* At the same time, many non-
Muslims also spoke about the peaceful nature of Islam and plainly stated that Islam does
not allow terrorism. One of the famous writer Karen Armstrong wrote, “Islam does not
preach violence, it does not preach vicious holy war; it certainly does not condone terror,
suicide bombing or anything of that sort. Like all of the great world religions, it preaches
compassion and justice, and that is why it has been a success,”’

Conclusion:

By the above-mentioned verses, Ahadith of Prophet (PBUH) and other facts, it is clear
that Islam is a religion of peace and promote peace. It does not allow terrorism even for
non-Muslims. It indicates that the killing of a single person is the killing of the whole of
humanity. The people should not relate any incident of terrorism with Islam and Muslims
until it is not proved. If some people commit any act of terrorism by the name of Islam,
they cannot be called Muslims. They must be in disguise of Islam but originally, they
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would be unaware of its teachings. Such types of people are present in every society,
nations, and countries, who are a blot on the fair name of their countries. We should
recognize such people and help the government in promoting peace and tranquility.
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