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THE RIDICULE OF ISLAM ON SOCIAL MEDIA, ITS CAUSES, IMPACT AND
ERADICATION: AN ANALYSIS WITH REFERENCE TO NATIONAL LAW
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ABSTRACT: It’s a matter of fact that Muslim societies are facing many socio-political and
socio- religious challenges in contemporary era. In which the ridicule of Islam on social
media is one of the most important contemporary challenge of the Muslim world. Those who
make fun of Islam perform such activities under the guise of freedom of expression. They use
different websites of social media for mocking of Islam because social media is the easier way
to execute like that activities. Therefore, it is strongly required to critically analyze the issue.
This research paper will explore the problem and then it will elaborate the solution to counter
this modern challenge. The study will answer the questions that what are the causes and
impact of these activities. In this study, analytical and critical research methodology have
been adopted to conduct this study. This study assumes that one of the major causes of the
mocking of Islam is produce against Islam and some atheist and secular personalities and
Lobbies are behind it. Therefore, this study recommends legal and ethical mechanism
required to be developed to stop the ridicule of Islam on social media at personal and
collective level.

Keywords: Social media, ridicule of Islam, Causes and impact Challenge, Strategy
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Websites and computer programs that allow people to communicate and share information on
the internet using a computer or mobile phone" 10_
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Forms of electronic communication (such as websites for social networking and "
microblogging) through which users create online communities to share information, ideas,

11"personal messages, and other content (such as videos)
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/website
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/computer
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/program
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/allow
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/communicate
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/share
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/information
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/internet
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/computer
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/mobile
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/phone

&
_,ym:,l/‘u_,yrwﬂglfféy‘)’ ' (P19 o SE A [ ot J gt lt

SELessile SE S8 I L S 60L T £ S LG5 2 el S r
SL i ((Global village)Es

“Today, after more than a century of electric technology, we have extended our central
nervous system itself in a global embrace, abolishing both space and time as far as our planet
is concerned”. 2
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"In 2000 social media received a great boost with the witnessing of many social networking
sites springing up. This highly boosted and transformed the interaction of individuals and
organizations who share common interest in music, education, movies, and friendship, based
on social networking. Among those that were launched included Lunar Storm, six degrees,
world, ryze, and Wikipedia. In 2001, fotolog, sky blog and Friendster were launched, and in
2003, Myspace, LinkedlIn, last FM, tribe.net, Hi5 etc. In 2004, popular names like Facebook
Harvard, Dogster and Mixi evolved. During 2005, big names like Yahoo!360, YouTube,

cyword, and Black planet all emerged" 3
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“In 2020, the global number of Facebook users is expected to reach 1.69 billion
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“To date, there are more than 500 million blogs out of 1.7 billion websites in the world. Their
15 authors account for over 2 million blog posts daily”
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“It became the world's most popular messaging application by 2015, and has over 2 billion
users worldwide as of February 2020"16.
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"I don’t view Islam as a religion according to my notion of religion, Islam is a political
doctrine, which imposes itself by force. Any doctrine whatsoever that calls to kill those who
do not believe in it is not a religion; it is a totalitarian doctrine that imposes itself by force.
When | read, for example, the verse: The adulterer and the adulteress — flog each of them
with a hundred strips, and don’t let compassion for them move you. It strips them of their
spirituality as well I don’t discern any spirituality in this verse, when a certain faith manages
to strip its believers of their last grain of compassion." *
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"295-A Deliberate and malicious acts Intended to outrage religious feelings of any class
by insulting Its religion or religious beliefs: Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention
of outraging the 'religious feelings of any class of the citizens of Pakistan, by words, either

spoken or written, or by visible representations insults the religion or the religious beliefs of
that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may

extend to ten years, or with fine, or with both”*34
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< bl i}
“295-B Defiling, etc., of Holy Qur’an: Whoever willfully defiles damages or desecrates a
copy of the Holy Qur'an or of an extract therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner or for
any unlawful purpose shall be punishable with imprisonment for life”%¢.
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“295-C. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of the Holy Prophet: Whoever by words,
either spoken or written, or by visible representation or by any imputation, innuendo, or
insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) shall be punished with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be
liable to fine”%.
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"Sharing of blasphemy, pornography, terrorism and other unlawful content on social media is
illegal. Users are advised to report such content on content for necessary action" 4%
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