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The Interplay of Sufism and Poetry: A Qualitative Incursion into Mir
Dard’s Divine Poetics in Light of Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob

Ju i s

ABSTRACT:

The Muslim Sufi poetry focuses on the purification of soul, mystical contemplation of
God’s nature, reverence for humanity and sensibility of divine knowledge and wisdom.
Khawaja Mir Dard (1721-1785), a poet, musician and Sufi mystic of the 18th Century
Delhi belonging to Nagshbandi-Mujaddidi lineage of Sufism, is an important representa-
tive of this poetic tradition. His patrilineal line traces back to Hazrat Khawaja Bahaud
din Nagshbandi, the founder of Nagshbandi Sufi order, and matrilineage connects him
to Hazrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani, the founder of Qadiriyya Sufi order. Dard strongly
believed that his poetry was divinely enthused through kashf (divine unveiling).
Rooted in religious mission, he played a principal role in the development of classical
Urdu literature. Dard wrote extensively including a collection of Urdu ghazals, a
Persian divaan, a prose discourse called ‘lim-ul Kitaab’, a compilation of mystical
sayings called ‘Chahaar Risaala’, and a book on the Muhammadi path. From an early
age, he started searching for the true link of human body (self) by traversing various
stages of deep indulgence and immersion. He adopted Sufi lifestyle to attain the wealth
of divine enlightenment and observance of truth in such a way that his every second
verse became a testimony to such Sufi inclination. Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob (Revelation of
the Veiled) written by the 11th-century saint Shaykh Syed Ali al-Hujwiri popularly
known as Data Ganj Bakhsh, remains an influential Sufi manual for such poetic
endeavors. Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob, the earliest formal treatise on Sufism originally
written in the Persian language serves as a guide to ingress the hidden world enabling
to traverse the stages of awareness. Following the same path described in Kashaf-ul-
Mahjoob, Dard’s poetry offers a distinct flavor of how to search divine in the human
heart and the universe. This article qualitatively explores the narration of Devine
message in Dard’s poetry while using the Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob as a reference point.
Keywords: Sufi poetry, mystic, Khawaja Mir Dard, Nagshbandi, Kashaf-ul-Mahjoob

uUl/;JilKJ@)”%UﬁJl-LLL'/&:(JJ(‘/JﬁLnL/ﬁbd{chgﬁ:l/ccﬁf”
IO E s A A L b s (osn 28 nGs o W 2l (s

“Chairperson, Department of Urdu, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi.
Email: farhatjabeen@hotmail.com
HOD, Department of Anthropology, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi.

165

——
| —



..... G 2 o 22 UGS £ E sl 5 (:2020,7 = 302)20 A Al | il 3a 1
et Fe LI e (E s Job o5 5 0 e a6 oo Ll 6 LUK
EbiS et T e bl & QT b S i o T U U sist st oo
Jf(‘&lg”-‘aﬁ) K@k JJU:!&/"}JVI %;'}JE“l'/‘lg;”/}l“l;:(g”-éﬂuj;/,i/, Lz bosd s

et S F i L Z S bt e 2 6 venicd U

S EAVPS Y N GO N Y T PR WIS Al v gl SN A
I f e FTEIT7U  SE KT e TS e BT
Lu‘fl’fg/,uJﬁ-“4u,fTJut/,t4u]K£ui‘/?yﬁziufd;é/y‘gm”_‘g%wurfu”fau’w
F Lo S Lo el st (Bl foisit§ T dosn s 2 o9 2udz s b
e FGF Lo Pl o UV A SR e b KR L L st S
1-“&(;‘-3&@&gui‘u,i?w”;ﬁ;m;/t{u#);wiu:u?_‘gfﬁytﬁLJ(Organism)

72 gUg-e QS Fdre e Sl L §2 T L2 St S5 £ ST A1
J¢/'5/ugu: “;um?;1”/&)@Ju;ﬂﬁaguj-wagndﬁ@/{, s 22T b5 Ol i 2 “Esk s
WL et n e TLI T2 L ASEL s n b BT m e it inst L2307 S U
Urre QU Uil L p e bl 2 plkget it r o Lt b Lol bed e bl oy
i/g/*ffw{uuf‘agqﬁ',;/i/u_;:Ln;o:;’fcurrﬁfoj@mé(ﬁf/,::«ela/;!gu/ﬂf
/;!;);,?}’/ulLf(ull&Lgfdﬁd}'%!f%dngﬁ_%VMybg/K:Jf"ﬂp! Lu’l.}/-‘aﬁﬁ
Pt 362 (ES S I E milond S bk = 72 U8 S
2-“<‘;Gtgn(;w¢,¢/&té@!/,!ﬁ;dnd"ladi‘ao.:_)g/;.ﬁgl:_,JJIuﬁu)'fc;.,wd]"f

ug;“dﬁt&""é;ﬁ/”ﬁ ‘1,,{%_,&ﬁ”’ui‘u‘zé“gf}/u(y”/ug.é/wg?uuﬁs
c‘,dlgw?’-c‘,mggg_}iﬁs!.~,/./?J'r£(1“}w£m/,i;,S/*Jdb?,mﬁfc‘-ug”:fc‘_@g}u’":gf/“
cdned S Ui Fol e el dn? Soi Sule o ame (S ks s
ﬁ?bn/?gf;/uf'!K&/’ﬁ-‘amﬁtputﬁl/ufdgmufﬂ'fuégﬁc}w-Q/Jfrgf’Juw?
J/uﬂy/‘«?(}n»/‘zgﬁﬁ/fJ”ﬁ-g_uﬁ’&/ugg_ffw)m8%;&‘@&/,@1ugu:a’ﬂ‘?’
Jupw.;,},;ﬂé?&%‘aédumdvﬂK&/v{}féu"’-_‘qﬂ//d’gmZ_nuw;‘f’.grm,rm
+J¢f A m$0h S S B Ut de 18 et (F e e

166

——
| —



..... G 2 o 22 UGS £ E sl 5 (:2020 7 = 3U2)20 A dle | i xa

LIS Us 2 =3 i 2655 L s PTG A hunes 2§ o #2122
e Utbf SISO e B o fe P e ks ot Gl e e 26 L2
St Sed Pt SpeLi g pen bren JU UK 51 b 2K f
Q?l,‘ﬁ/ﬁ_dﬁfd?i'{,}cuadlZ:Jrg}/}/,‘glf_ba(zlgdwfgj:L/{/LJ}‘J’J%,:@GJ!L{
Sog SR ST ol §k ol erss 221750 7 Ut Solar i §F PBUAS P o e e UFF L
sl Qs 5 & b e IGGIF WL ol 65 5 LSS SR Fe i
AN NI e Z A o1 2217 -t i AV I L S e s s 5
(8ot 25T L s B sl § FE L P P s Lo G o o i L SFE T

ks pue AT ST bk ool pot STl

W ££TE 55007 J6 G Zﬁcc}lg

oS v e .,T S sl oT )‘L‘/. L
b‘f}/:.@)fyz'_(f JVJJ~ Uyl

W S St rFem
J;/Jis’/“ﬁ}!ul?‘Md‘/ﬁgﬁ)‘ﬁ;lﬂdgﬁiﬂly;id/ﬁj}]lgﬁf”ufd'.l./'/;&fllv‘ﬁgyu
u‘"?f(‘{t‘l;}i“u%lﬂ’ u‘zgm._,w'u‘fan‘wuiéLu;‘auau’mM;oﬁuﬁﬁzfm
S bt g L 27 u’i_aufd/u"/ wﬁibfu(uﬁa/u‘&uu(%@&mw,uu/
1S e SIS ijl_ﬂ)//)!rl.lJK,«-LV;U)KJ/"L{IMU"(UJKJ"U)’”{-LLlpLJi/)gdj/&

e P oz i Ll 22 I F S asae S e Do (e
S AT MR Py STy N RS WYY TS S - NS P O
g’uﬁ%ufurmg};ggoﬂgKuuvuug‘;gufﬁd;gtJﬁfuﬁrﬁé;/;_%u/tﬁf/ﬁ%%ry
o st FE By Q}:rfd/wmvfw‘aﬂu‘-{m Sroie Ll et Ao s £ Fie
i fb S L §r Ueies 0L U S Ut o S U O Sy ctins ol
U M T U s N 1o 218 25 L5265 U AU -
S bt (F 4 LoV e 2 S UrGo oo d Kort £ ol S = 231 302 ild § 2l 72 5
J/U}Jfllu‘L)";;If’%!'.:LlLu,ﬁfy/?ul?c‘,/?"‘a;ﬂu’u/%,i,l!fd/gl;&fﬂ(’Zb‘_uju’étffd/%u@

167

——
| —



..... G 2 o 22 UGS £ E sl 5 (:2020 7 = 3U2)20 A dle | i xa

ﬁ'u{ug ; 'ﬂiwaJ'mu’fu&éuﬁﬁ&wu/ﬁéﬂﬁwu‘?u?(‘&’uuﬁ&/&ww
ulfcuu:”dwd,o//,t/“fl.guu“;:”Juu’(:fu,rctgm uﬁf&&’jmﬁﬂ-‘a&wh,’g/}
uﬁuu@’gu}/u?:”uu(@juué/_‘ggﬂ{&gori/uchu’lL”’[ﬁp&t;Jf“‘”wi
Ladlﬁuﬁb.;{ul(f'{wju{uéd/dgé.w4)7!leuﬂw-‘agﬂ&i/“/'[u;/ﬂug;’J‘gg}wc(l}/!%,i
Lellselbanl 2y il 1L, F _»vﬁ‘ W1y ol ) G U S
r Cepi oot E et bou & SIS crisr ¥ Lo er G501y oz
I LS Setinelo §3r S8zl e W B (L LTSt Fod 3 p 30
er ety st A g e b (T4 S S Jsir 23 3P EE i Ialdiat =l B e

e benzrdo s Un O A E Ao st A T g

All expressions of religion- in this case Islam - are dealt with in terms of the notion of
"ideology" defined as an essentially instrumental and pragmatic function. Religious
ideology works at two social levels: the explicit ideology articulated by intellectuals
and the religious elite, and implicit ideology, which consists of local and popular
interpretations of religious tradition. Although they do share certain elements in
common, these two dimensions continually come into conflict!8.
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