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                                                                         Abstract
The concept of Divine had remained a key feature for majority of human beings through the history of human civilizations to date. Humans Beings have a tendency to be suspicious of one another and this phenomenon has been expanded to the domain of inter-faith religions as well. The main reason of this is a fear of the unknown and this misunderstanding or lack of education leads one to false ideas concerning a religion, for instance, the persecution of Jews in Germany before the 2nd World War, Muslim are regarded as extremists or fundamentalists after 9/11 or a cartoon saga has been started in recent past to enrage the Muslim communities despite the fact that Muslim regards this act as a heinous one etc. This lack of understanding and education can lead to a major disaster if not curtailed in the bud. There is a dire need of understanding the religious view point of one another, as in today’s volatile world there should always be a room for co- existence and trust. It is imperative to work out a language among the Abrahamic faiths within academic circles to know the stance of each other’s faiths. Therefore, in order to communicate and start a dialogue with people from other religions, some kind of shared language at least in the domain of theology has become a priority. This paper is a small work to start this journey from a common view point of the Abrahamic religions i.e. the Name/Names of the divine that may highlight the very basis of the three monotheistic religions: Judaism, Christinity, and Islam. 
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INTRODUCTION
Divine onomatology is a theoretical domain in the field of theology which deals with the Name(s) of Lord/God/Allah. The nature of God/Allah and His vision is of great importance to humanity, as human beings have been charged with the sole responsibility to know God before worshipping Him. This can help human species to realize that God/ Allah is the merciful creator and Has created human beings purposely to extend His immeasurable mercy towards them. When this purpose is achieved, it helps a man in appreciating God better and strengthens one’s commitments to God/ Allah thereby enabling one to bid a due submission to Him.
The word Name has been explained by different scholars in a variety of perspective some of which has been explained as follows: a name is the same thing as the thing named irrespective of the act naming; a name is something other than the thing named but the same as the act of naming; a name can be the same as the thing named for instance God has existence and essence at one and the same time. Further, a name can also be other than the thing named for instance God as a creator and sustainer[endnoteRef:1]. Naming the divine is very important in a theological framework that cannot be regarded as the ordinary name in everyday life as Shakespeare famously wrote: [1:  Al-Gahzali. A. H. (1992).The 99 Beautiful  Names of Allah,[Trans. Burrell, B.David and Dahir Nazih], Cmbridge: The Islamic  Texts Society] 

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose,
By any other word would smell as sweet”[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  Shakespeare, W., and Brian G. ( 1991). Romeo and Juliet. London: Routledge.] 

Comparative theology is a new method of interreligious dialogue that attempts to produce a more fruitful and, manageable approach to the dialogue among religions. However, there should have a ‘common language’ among faith groups, within the three Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. This paper provides a common platform to the Abrahamic religions a common ground for interfaith harmony and as a conclusion, co-existence in society. The method used in this study was a critical analysis of the three major Abrahamic religions i.e. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
Naming the Divine
The three approaches to name the divine are presented below.
THE JUDAIC APPROACH: The actual term ‘name’ occurs 643 times in the Hebrew Bible[endnoteRef:3]. The common Hebrew term for ‘name’ is the noun  ֵם שׁ (Shem). The derivation of  ֵם ש, which is an olden term, is somewhat uncertain and vague. This can be associated with the root concept that is, ‘to be high’, and thus has the primary meaning of ‘monument’ or ‘memorial’. This leads to the concept of wisdom of ‘majesty’ and ‘excellence’. An additional possible derivation is from the root term,  ֵם ש, ‘to brand or to mark’, in which case the original meaning would be ‘sign’ or ‘token’. This term can also be translated as ‘renown’ and ‘well-known’ in various English Bible translations – for example, ‘renown’ in Gen. 6.4 (NRSV) and Num. 16.2 (KJV). In the Hebrew Bible, the name of the divine has special importance. But one thing is significant that in relation to the name of God the Jews ‘did not think in any primarily different way than in respect to human personal names[endnoteRef:4]. [3:  Anderson, H. (1981).The Gospel of Mark: Based on the Revised Standard Version. New Century Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.]  [4:  Rose, M. (1992). Names of God in OT. In Anchor Bible Dictionary (vol. 4, pp. 1001-1011).New York: Double Day.] 

In the Hebrew Bible, Israel’s God can be referred to as a number of ‘names, titles, and epithets. However, some of the brands have been used in general and speciﬁc ways. Others are used only as of the personal name for Jews’ God.
Divine designation in the Hebrew Bible: The detail is given below.
Tetragrammaton: The term Tetragrammaton is the most frequently used name within the text. The Tetragrammaton or יהוה is the ‘proper name’ for the God of Israel. This designation has been used over 6000 times in the Hebrew Bible, where this term has been used more than once or has been used in a combination with other divine headings for instance ‘Elohim’. This term serves to differentiate God from other gods of other nations and societies[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Oxford English Dictionary, Online Edition, s.v. ‘Name’. Available at: www. oed.com (accessed 19 July 2019).] 

The original pronunciation of this term is uncertain as this was lost from Jewish practices in the Middle Ages and that is why the pronunciation ‘Yahweh’ has been patch up in modern times. This term seems like ‘YHWH’ in languages that use a Roman letter system. It may also look as ὁ Κύριος or ‘I am who I am’[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Danesi, M. (2000). Encyclopedic Dictionary of Semiotics, Media, and Communications. Toronto Studies in Semiotics. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. ] 

YHWH can be used as the natural order, revealing power and glory. YHWH is the Creator, having an effective presence, an embodiment that is both personal and dynamic from the time immemorial till the infinity. Here, transcendence, as well as immanence, is implied. This suggests that YHWH constantly ‘visits’ His people both in the judgment as well as in salvation[endnoteRef:7]. In this respect a variety of terms are used, the detail is given below: [7:  Freedman, D. N. (1979). ‘Divine names and titles in early Hebrew poetry’. In Magnalia Dei: The Mighty Acts of God; Essays on the Bible and Archaeology in Memory of G. Ernest Wright, (eds.) Frank Moore Cross, Werner E. Lemke, and Patrick D. Miller, 55–107. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.] 

YHWH: The people of Israel know God by this name (YHWH) as the personal divine being who has revealed himself to Israel. YHWH has justified himself to Israel by the redeemable acts of the exodus for instance[endnoteRef:8]. The YHWH is the one who is known as the living God and thus He does (in terms of creating, saving, abiding, and so on). [8:  George, A. B. (Ed.) (1962). IDB (6 vols.) (New York: Abingdon Press. ABD: Anchor Bible Dictionary.] 

Adonai or Adon: The term ‘Adonai’ is interpreted as Lord, master, or owner in the Hebrew Bible. In an etymological sense, this phrase is actually quite easy to render as Adon means ‘lord’ or ‘father’. The word, ‘Akkadian’ carries a similar meaning i.e. ‘mighty’. In a historical sense, for example, the king was called ‘Adonai’. It is also usually referred to as males. For example, Sarah used it in allusion to her husband in Gen. 18.12, Abraham used it in speaking to three visitors in Gen. 19.2, and his servant called his master by this term in Gen. 24. The term has also been used to refer to the king of Egypt, in Gen. 40.1, and in 42.10. The brothers of Joseph, not knowing who he was, address him as ‘my lord’ and refer to themselves as ‘your servants’ in relationship to Him[endnoteRef:9].    [9:  Ernst, J. (1979). ‘‘ādôn’ lord’, Theological Lexicon of the Old Testament [Trans. Mark Biddle]. 3 volumes. Peabody, MA.] 

 ‘El’, God: The biblical use of ‘El’ and the Semitic concepts of it has received much attention. Since the discovery of the Ugaritic texts, the term ‘El’ has been used with reference to a personal god and not merely is a general term in the earliest Semitic world. The etymology of the word is; however, obscure[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  Smith, M. S. (2001).The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel’s Polytheistic Background and the Ugaritic Texts. New York: Oxford University Press.] 

The word, ‘El’ has frequently combined with nouns or adjectives usually in order to express particular characteristics or phases of ‘YHWH’ – for example, ‘El ‘elyôn, ‘El-Ro’i, and so forth. Similarly, ‘El’ can be employed with reference to an ‘alien god’ or a ‘strange god’. It can be used in plural form as well – for example, ‘heavenly beings’ in Exodus. ‘El’ is often used in terms of denoting God’s greatness or superiority over all other gods) such as ‘the great El’; ‘El doing wonders’; ‘God of the gods’[endnoteRef:11]. [11:  Pope, M. H. (1955). El in the Ugaritic Texts. Supplements to Testament, 2. Leiden: Brill.] 

‘Elohim’: The Hebrew Bible uses three related words for ‘God’ – namely, ‘el, ‘ĕlôah’, and ‘ĕlohîm’ (El, Elohah, and Elohim respectively)[endnoteRef:12]. Generally, the word is translated as ‘God’ and usually treated as having the same meaning. The method ‘Elohim’ occurs approximately 2570 times in the Hebrew Bible, and has been used as plural (‘gods’) as well as singular (‘a god’, ‘God’). Further, the function of ‘Elohim’ as plural (‘gods’) is reﬂected in several biblical texts as, ‘all the gods of Egypt’. One of the more prominent features of the Hebrew Bible is the use of this plural form in order to designate the one true God of Israel[endnoteRef:13]. [12:  Botterweck, G. J., and Helmer R. ( 1974.)Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. ]  [13:  Buttrick, G. A. (1962).The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible: An Illustrated Encyclopedia Identifying and Explaining All Proper Names and Signiﬁcant Terms and Subjects in the Holy Scriptures, Including the Apocrypha, with Attention to Archaeological Discoveries and Researches into the Life and Faith of Ancient Times. New York: Abingdon Press.] 

This ‘plural of majesty’, as Anderson opined, did not ﬁrst arise in Israelite custom because of the identiﬁcation of ‘Elohim’ with ‘YHWH’ or the balanced development from the polytheistic thinking of the Children of Israel to monotheism. On the opposing side, this is an ancient pre-Israelite expression, which has been used in the Babylonia and Canaan civilizations with a singular verb. In sum, however, there is no commonly accepted etymological explanation of the meaning of the term ‘Elohim’[endnoteRef:14]. [14:  McKenzie, J. 1990. ‘Aspects of Old Testament theology’. In New Jerome Biblical Commentary, (eds.) Raymond Edward Brown, Joseph A. Fitzmyer, and Roland E. Murphy, 1284–1315. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall.] 

‘Shaddai’ (Almighty): According to Priestly sources, the divine name ‘YHWH’ was not known before Moses. ‘Shaddai’ was the word/ name by which the patriarchs invoke God. The word, ‘Shaddai’ has been used approximately 48 times in the Hebrew Bible. It is translated as the ‘Almighty’. The translation of  ‘Almighty’ means ‘all-powerful’, signifying the God who is manifested by the fear of His mighty acts;  or ‘to terrify’[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  Albright, W. F., and C. S. Mann. (1971). Matthew. Garden City, NY: Doubleday.] 

Creator: The designation ‘Creator’ means to create’. This differs from יָצַר ‘to fashion’. In the latter sense, it primarily emphasizes the shaping of an object while in the former emphasizes the initiation of the object[endnoteRef:16]. [16:  Harner, P. (1969). ‘Creation faith in Deutero-Isaiah’. Vetus Testamentum 17: 298–306.] 

Maker: The Hebrew verb with the principal meaning of ‘to do’ or ‘to make’ is used in many expressions, regularly with the same crucial thought of divinity in the Hebrew Bible.
The Holy God: In its present form, ‘the Holy God’ is special to Isa. The word explains how ‘YHWH’ reveals Himself to His people. The term is equally used in parallel with ‘YHWH Sabaoth’.
The Holy One of Israel: The term ‘The Holy One of Israel’, is a simple term in its association with ‘YHWH’ i.e. compared with, for example, ‘YHWH Sabbath’ – proves to be praiseworthy of conversation. In prophetic literature, however, there was the tradition that ‘YHWH’s Holy Will and its Purpose was determinative for the existence and destiny of the holy people[endnoteRef:17]. [17:  Ibid, P. 17: 298–306.] 

King: This designation, when examined, generally means ‘to possess’, ‘to reign’, as well as the possessor or can be used as ‘lord’ and ‘ruler’[endnoteRef:18]. [18:  Ollenburger, B. and C. Zion. (1987). The City of the Great King: A Theological Symbol of the Jerusalem Cult. Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series, 41. Shefﬁeld: JSOT Press. ] 

 The Mighty one of Jacob: The term ‘Mighty One of Jacob’ can be located only six times in the Hebrew Bible, whereas the term ‘Mighty One of Israel’ is found only once in the Hebrew Bible.
Redeemer: The phrase ‘redemption’ in the Hebrew Bible has origins from the consideration of property or kinsman relations. For instance, money is paid to sell or buy back something that could be released or rescued according to the law of the land.
Savior: The basic concepts of the Hebrew Bible are that ‘YHWH is the sole savior of His people. The Israelites have never felt that using a designation for ‘YHWH’ would summarize this feature of the covenantal relationship.
God of our ancestor David: This term only took place twice in the Hebrew Bible. Blenkinsopp as a ‘historian’ had drawn a narrative material originally that has been circulated orally. This proﬁled a prophet that was very different from the Isaiah. It had been used as the threats of an imminent disaster etc.[endnoteRef:19]. [19:  Gary, L. (2000). ‘Salvation, Save, Savior’, Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible. Edited by David Noel Freedman. Grand Rapids, MI.] 

Father: Many observers such as Seitz, opines the fact that the term ‘father’ has been rarely used as ‘YHWH’ in the Hebrew Bible. On the contrary, another commentator links the usages in the book of Isaiah with the common use of this term in the book of Genesis (though not necessarily as a term used in relation to ‘YHWH’).
Rock: This term ‘rock’ is purely a metaphorical divine designation. Its meaning is very much connected with the idea of ‘YHWH’ as a foundation and solid anchor for His people and their worship. It is occasionally translated as ‘mountain’. In the Hebrew Bible in general, some of the most outstanding and beautiful similes are based upon rocks[endnoteRef:20]. [20:  Ibid] 

THE CHRISTIAN APPROACH: What indeed is God’s name? Is it hidden or publicized? Is it one or many? Suppose, there are many, as the language of theology often suggests, can one know them all? In the first phase of the creation, by naming the creatures, Adam gained power over other Creations. Could there be even superior power in understanding all the names of the Lord? These and some others are the questions that the Christian concept of the divinity is based upon[endnoteRef:21]. [21:  Suchla, B. R. (1985). (Philologisch-historische Klasse), no.4 177–93.] 

The theological ancient versions regarding the divine names in Christianity has been collected in the well-known Greek treatise, “The Divine Names”. Historically, it is the ﬁrst Christian mass of systematic theology. The author of the corpus is St. Dionysius the Areopagite, a ﬁrst-century Athenian, converted by St. Paul.  This text ﬁrst came into the public domain in the sixth century. All these familiar facts from the career of the Areopagitical Mass present the treatise regarding the divine names as one of the most authoritative formulations of the Christian theological position on the names of God. The kernel of this stance is the principle, “God is both nameless and of every name” [endnoteRef:22]. The second text is a Slavonic amulet known as The 72 names of the Lord, whose copies are available since the end of the 13th century. [22:  Eusebius, Bishop of Caesarea. (1966).The History of the Church from Christ to Constantine. [Trans.G.A.Williamson]. New York: New York University Press,] 

Both these works, which have survived as a uniﬁed mass, comprise of four treatises i.e. The Divine Names (DN), The Mystical Theology (MT), The Ecclesiastical Hierarchy (EH), and The Celestial Hierarchy (CH), as well as ten Epistles[endnoteRef:23]. Approximately, two thousand years ago, the Christian communities prefer to deﬁne themselves as those who pray the name [of the Lord] i.e. a name that is above every name. The Jewish Scripture, the Old Testament, for instance, endeavors abundant references to “the name of God”, in accord with the composition of monotheism, is single and singular. The name was associated most often with the Temple of Solomon. It was believed that there is a form of the divine presence, as the Lord had declared to David, “Your son...shall build a house for my name” as mentioned in, 1 Kings 8:19 [endnoteRef:24]. Further, both the Hebrew and the Greek Biblical transcripts present a number of terms for God that includes epithets, symbols, descriptive phrases, etc. For example, King of kings, God of gods, Good, Truth, Life, the Holy One, Vine, Lamb, the Door. The study of the Bible shows that it consistently refers to a single name of God but it has remained mysterious. On the other hand, it provides a number of God-related terms that have not deﬁned explicitly as His names. The question arises here, what is a divine name? And if there are several names then which are the (true) names of God? [23:  Scholem, G. (1972 ).“The Name of God and the Linguistic Theory of the Kabbala.”Diogenes 79, 59–80; 80(1972):164–94.]  [24:  Taylor, V. (1953).The Names of Jesus. London: Macmillan.] 

 The “correct” divine names, according to Greek philosophy, are ontological units that have a transcendent origin. Therefore, they are principally non referential. They do not represent God but essentially manifest His power and prestige regardless of the reciter’s intention[endnoteRef:25]. [25:  Rorem, P. (1989). “The Biblical Allusions and Overlooked Quotations in the Pseudo-Dionysian Corpus.”Studia Patristica (23), 61–65.] 

In grammatical terminology, the divinity can be articulated both as abstract nouns—such as Beauty— as well as qualifying adjectives such as Beautiful. Dionysius however, differentiates between qualities and objects only in the jurisdiction of individual beings. In the phenomenal world, for instance, objects can be evaluated according to their share in Beauty. Dionysius’s sophisticated synthesis on the subject of divine names is based on four propositions: I, an unnamable divinity can be denoted by numerous names; ii, they have existence in the Scriptures; iii, all these names have well defined meanings; iv, they have a parallel with one another as they designate the unified variations of the divinity[endnoteRef:26]. [26:  Ibid, Studia Patristica (23), 61–65.] 

The Christian divine onomastic reference lists are huge and lengthy. It is exhaustible and its instances are unlimited. Examples of it are numerous such as, a Greek list of 187 divine names that were documented in a seventh-century Byzantine ﬂorilegium. This is a part of the anonymous treatise Doctrine (Patristic doctrine for the incarnation of the word), will sufﬁce as an illustration. These names are: Wisdom. Word. Son of … , God Word. Light of the world. True Light. Resurrection. Way. Truth. Life. Door. Shepherd. Messiah. Christ. Jesus. Lord. Master. Word. King. Just One. True Vine. Bread of life. The First and the Last. The One Who Lives even after becoming dead. The Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. He-Who-Is. He-Who-Was. He Who-Comes. The Faithful One. TheTrue One.  Chosen Arrow. Servant of God. Light of the nations. Lamb without malice. Lamb of God. The Man. Advocate. Expiation. Power of God. Wisdom of God. Means of Expiation. Consuming Fire. Sanctiﬁcation. Redemption. Justice. High Priest. Judah. Lion Cub. Lion. Jacob [“the heel”]. Israel. David [“beloved”]. Holy One. Root. Sprout. Flower. Bud. Stone. Rock. Unicorn. Star. Prophet. Prince of the host. Priest. Sacriﬁce. Altar. Beloved like the young of the unicorn. Redeemer. A man. Most High. A worm. Name of the Lord. Poor youth. A poor wise man. Bridegroom. Panther. Leader. Master of All. Hand. The Right Hand. Arm. The Holy One. Power of God. Name of God. Messenger. Sun of Justice. Lamb. Cloud of Justice. “Rising Sun” is His name. Son of man. Law. Just Judge. Emmanuel [“God is with us”]. Wonderful Counselor. Marvelous. Counselor. Mighty God. Master. Prince of Peace. Father of the world to come. Cloud. Beloved. Witness. Salvation. Justice. The glory of the Lord. Majesty of God. Salvation. Covenant of the people. The servant whom I have chosen. God of Israel. Savior. Exultation. Image of God. Form. Brightness. Efﬁgy. Firstborn. Bridegroom. Beloved. Nard. A sachet of myrrh. Flower of the plain. Lily. Apple tree. Gazelle. Stag. Beloved. Solomon [“perfect”]. Shepherd. A cluster of henna. Palm tree. Tree of life. Apostle. Good. Beloved Son. The Child. Newborn. Stumbling stone. Rock of scandal. Peace. Power of God. Master of All. Only Son. Bread. Drink. Source. Door. Sun. Light. Lamb. [Little] Lamb. Door. Offering. Ransom. Counselor. David. Jeremiah [“grandeur of God”]. Paul [“worker”]. Isaiah [“salvation of the Lord”]. Daniel [“judgment of God”]. Simeon [“the one who hears or is heard”]. Malah [“a melodious song”]. Mark [“shining”].Luke [“luminous”]. John [“the grace of God”].Solomon. Efﬁgy.  Hair. Rising Sun. Meek. Savior. Humble. Witness. Just One. Curse. Blessing. Way. Truth. Balaam [“sorcerer”]. Fall and Rise. Advocate. Intercessor. Spirit. The water of Life[endnoteRef:27]. [27:  Pitra, J. B. ( 1985). Spicilegium solesmense complectens sanctorum partum scriptorumqu ecclesiasticorum anecdota hactenus opera,selecta e grœcis orientalbusque et latinis codicibus. 3vols. Paris:Prostat apud Firmin Didot fraters.] 

Another list of the divine names has a Slavonic version titled, “The Ten Names of God” is a good case in point. This well-known Christian text is a compilation of the Hebrew divine names used in the Old Testament. The names are: 1. “El, 2. Eloim,  3. Elo, 4. Sabaoth, 5. Elion, 6. Ieie eser Ieie,7. Adonai, 8. Ia, 9. Iao, 10. Saddai.” The list has a Latin origin and taken from a Latin treatise, Dedecem Deinominibus (On the ten names of God), by St. Jerome.
A text incorrectly attributed to St. John Chrysostom and widely used in Orthodox ecclesiastical practice, presents a more complex variety of such liturgical lists as follow.
Why did he call himself the Way? To teach that by means of Him one comes to the Father. Why did he call himself Stone? To teach a ﬁrm and steadfast faith. Why did he call himself Foundation? To teach that he supports everything. Why did he call himself Root? For we ﬂourish in Him. Why did he call himself Shepherd? For he tends us. Why did he call himself Ram? For he sacriﬁced himself for us and became our puriﬁcation. Why did he call himself Life? For he resurrected us, the living dead. Why did he call himself Light? For he changed us from darkness [to light]. Why did he call himself Food? For he is of one essence with the Father. Why did he call himself a Garment? For when we were baptized we were clothed in him. Why did he call himself a Meal? For we eat him when we accept the Mystery [i.e., during the Holy Communion]. Why did he call himself House? I live in him. Why did he call himself Caretaker? For I am his temple. Why did he call himself Head? I am part of his body. Why did he call himself Bridegroom? For he betrothed me as a bride. Why did he call himself Pure? He made me a virgin. Why did he call himself Ruler? To teach me that I am His servant[endnoteRef:28]. [28:  Chevalier, J., and Alain G. (1994). A Dictionary of Symbols. [Trans. John Buchanan Brown]. London: Blackwell.] 

Still, there is another list of the names of the Lord i.e. 72 in number. Whoever has them and carries them on his person cleanly, will be saved from every evil, from insolent death, and from the devil. Further, he/she will be blessed with Power, Strength, Word, Life, Grace, Love, and Wisdom. The list includes: Sother [Gr., “Savior”], Pantokrator [Gr., “Omnipotent”], Paraklit[Gr., “Intercessor”], the Light, Meal, Shepherd, Ram, Stone, the Way, House, Garment, Blossom, Foundation, Head, the Pure, Bridegroom, Ruler, Truth, Son of Man, Immanuel [Heb., “the Lord is with us”], the Beginning, Firstborn, Messiah [Heb., “the Anointed One”], the Highest King, Jesus, Bread, Father, Creator, Sabaoth, Kyrios [Gr., “Lord”], the Holy Spirit, Mercy, Intercessor, Leader, Sun, Christ, Healer, Of the Good Womb, Merciful, Primordial, Athanatos [Gr., “Immortal”], Maker, Lamb, Lion, Bull, Efﬁgy, Glory, I Am the One Who Is, Justice, Source, the True Mouth, Joy, Senior, Eleon [possibly from Heb., Elion, “the Most High” or from Gr., Eleos, “Mercy”], Priest, Prophet, Eternal Door, Justiﬁcation, God, Indivisible Trinity, the King of Kings[endnoteRef:29]. [29:  Miklas, H., and Vjaˇ,C. Z. ,(eds.).1988. Berlinskisbornik: Vollst¨andige Studienausgabe im Originalformat von MS.(Slav.)WUK48 ausdem Besitz der Staatsbibliothek preussischerKulturbesitz, Berlinundvon MS.O.p.I.15derstaatlichen ¨offentlichen Bibliothek“M.E.Saltykov Sˇcedrin,” Leningrad. Graz,Austria: Akademische Druck-u. Verlagsanstalt.] 

The Benefits: The evident benefits of the divinity can be presented as follows. Whoever attires these names virtuously, will be saved from all kinds of evils; secure a long and healthy life, will be absolve from all kinds of dishonesty and corrupt practices; will be delivered from suffering; will have a secure protection not only from the devil but from evil men as well; from various nasty assaults in the shape of disease; sudden death; and outbreak by noticeable and imperceptible enemies[endnoteRef:30]. Furthermore, it is significant that in the decimal system, 72 has the status of a round number: as the product of a dozen and a half-dozen (12 × 6 = 72). This is equivalent to ﬁfty in the decimal system, the product of the base 10 and its half (10×5=50)[endnoteRef:31]. [30:  Ibid]  [31:  Meyer,H., and Rudolf S. (1987). Lexikon der mitteralterlichen Zahlenbedeutungen. Munich: Wilhelm Fink.] 

THE ISLAMIC APPROACH: Islam is a theistic religion that believes in the Unity of Allah and has suzerainty over human beings as well as the universe. In the Holy Quran Allah elaborated this regarding His Name like thus: “And to Allah belong the best Names, so invoke Him by them”[endnoteRef:32]. Further, Allah has revealed these Names in the Holy Quran directly or indirectly and it is the first pillar of Islam to have a belief in Allah and the finality of the prophet hood. In a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, it is narrated that the Prophet (P.B.U.H) said, “Allah has 99 Names, whoever, remember these, will enter paradise”[endnoteRef:33]. [32:  The Holy Quran, 7:180]  [33:  Bukhari, Kitab-Al-Tawhid, 2, 1,099.] 

The original name of God in the Islamic concept is Allah, which covers all the names and this Name has not been given by any creature including humans but by Allah Himself. Moreover, this Name is equivalent to ‘Ismudz zat’ –the divine being who fashioned the earth, the heavens and everything on/in it including the human creature. Whoever recites ‘Ya-Allah’ 1000 times in day/night, his/her faith will be perfected[endnoteRef:34]. The other 99 celestial names of Allah have been explained one by one with a worldly and or the other worldly outcomes below.  [34:  Al-Gahzali. A. H. (1992).The 99 Beautiful  Names of Allah,[Trans. Burrell, B.David and Dahir Nazih], Cmbridge: The Islamic  Texts Society.] 

1-Ar-Rahman (The Compassionate): Allah is the most compassionate to His creatures and servants. This name has been frequently used and has been repeated approximately 800 times in the Holy Quran. Whoever, recites ‘ya-Rahman, 100 times after the five compulsory prayers will be blessed with a good memory?[endnoteRef:35].  [35:  Talib, S. (2001). The 99 most Eminent Names of Allah. Kuala Lumpur: Utusan Publications and Distributors SDN. Bhd.] 

2. Rahim: Whoever recites ‘Ya-Rahim 100 times daily will be blessed with a pure heart, will be safe from fears and will be offered help when needed.
3. Al-Malik (The Sovereign, Lord): If someone recites this Name of Allah 100 times daily after every Salaah (prayer), Allah will safeguard one from all disasters and problems, Insha-Allah.   
4. Al-Quddus: Whoever recites ‘Ya-Quddus’ 100 times on a daily basis, his/her heart will be purified from pride, greed, etc. 
5. As-Salam (The Savoir): If someone recites this name of Allah abundantly every day, Allah will cure him of all spiritual sickness Insha-Allah. 
6. Al-Mu’Min (The One who trusts and give Security): Those who recite Al-Mu’min will be safe and secure from dangers and their faith will become strong and secure[endnoteRef:36]. [36:  Ibid] 

7. Ya-Muhaymin: Those who recite ‘Ya-Muhhaymin’ after Ishrak prayer will be purified and blessed with better memory.
8. Al-Aziz (The mighty, the One who can do anything): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Aziz’ 40 times after the dawn prayer consecutively will be freed from any kind of dependency on others as well as granted wealth and honour.
9. Al-Jabbar (The compeller): The one who recites ‘Ya-Jabbar’ 226 times every morning and evening, Allah will safeguard him/her from the persecution of tyrants and despots. 
10. Al-Mutakabbir (The Majestic, The Superb): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Mutakabbir’ before sexual intercourse with his spouse will have pious children as a result[endnoteRef:37]. [37:  Yahya, H. (2004). Names of Allah. Turkey: Global Publishing.] 

11. Al-Khaaliq: The One who creates everything out of nothing; the One Who knows what is on the ground and what will be in the future[endnoteRef:38]. [38:  Op-cit] 

12. Al-Baari (The One Who plans before creating): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Baari’ 100 times in a day/night for seven consecutive days will be saved from Allah’s wrath and will not be afraid after he/she is in the grave. Similarly if one recites it 100 times for seven consecutive nights will be healed from the disease with his hand and be healed himself/herself.
13. Al-Musawwir (The Fashioner): The One who creates and shapes and forms of all His creatures according to His will.
14. Al-Ghaffar (The Forgiver): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Ghaffar’ repeatedly, all his/her sins will be forgiven. Similarly, those who desire children, health and wealth must recite this Name[endnoteRef:39]. [39:  Ibid] 

15. Al-Qahhar (The One Who has absolute power to implement His Laws; The subdue): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Qahhar’306 times on a daily/night basis will be free from worldly worries. Further, whoever recites this Name 100 times, his hands raised up and his/her head uncovered up and his/her wish will be granted as well as will be freed from bad deeds.
16. Al-Wahaab: Whoever recites ‘Ya-Wahaab 300 times every day/night will be granted status, honor, and success. Whoever have shorter means ought to recite this Name 100 times after performing ‘sunnas’ in Prayers or two ‘raakat’ in the middle of the night, Allah will grant his/her request[endnoteRef:40]. [40:  Ibid] 

17. Al-Razzaq (The Sustainer, The Provider): Whoever, recites this Name 10 times before the dawn prayers in the rightmost part of the house,10 times in the left part of the house,10 times in the back of the house will have sufficient and easy sustenance. Further, whoever recites this Name 20 times for twenty consecutive days will be granted a deep and sound understanding of an issue of concern. Moreover, those who recite this name constantly will be granted success in his/her endeavors.
18. Al-Fataah (The Opner; the Judge): Whoever recites ‘Ya-Fataah 71 times after each dawn prayers with one hand on his chest will have a radiant heart and all his chores will be made easier.
19. Al-Alii:
20. Al-Aliim (The All-knowing): The One Who knows everything in the heavens or the earth that escapes His Knowledge[endnoteRef:41]. If a believer recites this Name consecutively, his/her hear twill be filled with a Holy light, perfect faith, and knowledge the things which are visible to the heart but invisible to the eyes[endnoteRef:42]. [41:  Yahya, H. (2004). Names of Allah. Turkey: Global Publishing.]  [42:  Op-cit] 

21. Al-Qaabidu: If a believer recites ‘Ya-Qaabidu’ on food/fruit for 40 days, will be safe from the cruelty; If someone recites it 100 times on Thursday night will get closer to Allah.
22. Al-Baasit (The Engager, The Extender): Whoever recites this Name 10 times after dawn prayer will be provided substance, knowledge and will be raised on his/her won feet, if suffering from some disease[endnoteRef:43]. [43:  Ibid] 

23. Al-Khaafidh (The One who humbles): If a believer repeatedly recites “Ya-Khaafidh” 500 times with the intention of making a request will be granted if Allah Wishes so. Further, if a person fasts for three days and recites this Name 70,000 times will be protected from the harm of his/her enemies/disasters.
24. Ar-Raafik (The Exalter): It means the One Who can raise the status of whomever He Wishes to. Whoever recites this name “Ya-Raafik” 70 times will be out of reach of his enemies and thieves. Furthermore, whoever recites this Name 100 times in a day/night will see his/her position /glory /reputation elevated by Allah[endnoteRef:44]. [44:  Ibid] 

25. Al-Mu’izz: Whoever recites 140 times after the Ihak prayer on Sunday and Thursday night will be granted honor in the eyes of other humans and will be free of fear from others save Allah. 
26. Al-Mud zill (The Humiliator): the One Who causes somebody to suffer, weakness or humiliation. Whoever, repeats “Ya-Mud zill” 75 times will be kept safe from disasters and from those who want to harm him/her. Also, whoever has debtors and do not want to pay their debts to him/her should recite this Name 75 times and name what he/she fears[endnoteRef:45]. [45:  Ibid] 

27. As-Samii (The All hearing): Whoever, repeats “Ya-Samii” 100 times after ‘Zuhr’ prayer on Thursday night, Allah will grant his/her requests, cured of deafness or hear again.
28. Al- Baasir (The Seeing One, The One Who Sees everything): If someone recites this Name 100 times after dawn or after Friday prayers, Allah will grant him honor in other people’s eyes, brighten their hearts /health and improve their eye sight.
29. Al-Hakim: Whoever recites “Ya-Hakim” 68 times in the second part of midnight after impurities of mind/body will be granted a higher understanding of mysteries and problems[endnoteRef:46]. [46:  Yahya, H. (2004). Names of Allah. Turkey: Global Publishing.] 

30. Al-Adl: If someone recited this name on a slice of bread and eat it on Thursday night, with the grace of Allah, people will accept his/her opinion and suggestions.
31. Al-Latiip (The Gracious, Polite to His creature): If someone recites this Name every day /night, Allah will grant him/her guidance and help.
32. Al-Khabiir (The Aware): The one who knows each and everything whether visible or invisible. Whoever recites “Ya-Khabiir, 812 times each day for seven consecutive days will receive the knowledge of all matters that he/she wants to know. Further, those who have some bad habit and recites this name constantly, he/she will get rid of the bad habit (s)[endnoteRef:47]. [47:  Op-cit] 

33. Al-Haliim (The Clement, The Forbearing): If someone writes this “Ya-Haliim” on paper, then soak it into a glass of water. This water if sprinkle or rub against something, Allah’s blessings will be transmitted to it and no calamity can hit it in any way.
34. Al-Aziim (The Magnificent, The Tremendous): Whoever recites this Name constantly will be respected as a person. Moreover if someone, recites ‘Ya-Aziim’ 1020 times when one is sick will be cured of his/her ills.
35. Al-Ghafuur (The Most Forgiving): Whoever, feels dizziness/feverishness or weak and repeat this Name will be cured of his/her illness and his wishes/requests will be granted.
36. As-Shakuur (The Graceful, The Repairer of good): If someone is short of breath, exhausted or having poor eye sight he/she should write ‘Ya-Shakuur’ 40 times on a piece of paper, dissolve it in a glass of water and spread this water on his body/eyes or drink it, his wish will be granted with the grace of Allah[endnoteRef:48].  [48:  Ibid] 

37. Al-Alii (The High, The Sublime): Whoever, recites this Name 110 times on a small child’s reason will lean to the good, if recites on a poor man, his/her poverty will be reduced. Similarly, it is useful to those children whose IQ is poor, the child will become intelligent with the passage of time with the grace of Allah.
38. Al-Kabiir (The Greatest): Whoever, recites this Name 232 times after each compulsory prayer, the door of knowledge will be opened to him/her or if he/she is debtor, his/her debt will be settled. Similarly, if someone has been removed from his/her rank, he should recite this Name 1000 times a day for seven consecutive days, his rank will be returned to him/her. 
39. Al-Hafiiz (The Preserver): If someone recite of this Name 16 times every day, it will be sheltered from all dangers especially protection from all dangers[endnoteRef:49]. [49:  Ibid] 

40. Al-Muqiit (The Sustainer): If someone recites this Name 7 times on a glass of water and then drinks it himself or allows someone else to drink from it, Allah will fulfill his/her desires.
41. Al-Hasiib (The Reckoner): The One who observes all His creature with due attention. If someone fear any human being/thing, recite this (Ya-Haseebu) 70 times in the morning and 70 times at night for eight consecutive days starting from Thursday. Allah will bless him with protection from the evil of the person/thing one fear, Insha-Allah. 
42. Al-Jalil (The Majestic): Whoever, recites “Ya-Jalil” in day/night will become important in his/her life and his life standards will improve[endnoteRef:50]. [50:  Yahya, H. (2004). Names of Allah. Turkey: Global Publishing.] 

43.Al-Karim (The Generous): Whoever, recites “Ya-Karim” 270 times in day and night before going to sleep will enjoy Allah’s generosity in this life and the hereafter or will retain glory in both lives.
44. Ar-Raqiib (The caretaker, The watcher): Whoever recites this “Ya-Rqiib” 50 times with the intention of a lost item, the lost item will return to him/her. Further, if a believer intends to go on a trip and he/she fears for the safety of his/her spouse and children while he/she is away, he /she needs to place his/her hand on his/her neck and recite “Ya-Raqiib” seven times and thus his/her family will be safe from dangers with the grace of Allah. Similarly, if a couple is anxious for a child in her mother’s womb ought to recite this Name 7 times on a daily basis and the baby will be safe[endnoteRef:51]. [51:  Op-cit] 

45. Al-Mujib (The One who responds to His servant's prayers): Whoever, recites this Name of Allah constantly, all requested Du'as will be granted, Insha-Allah.
46. Al-Waasik (The  Ample-Giving, The All-Encompassing): Whoever, recite this name of Allah constantly, Allah will grant him/her spiritual, material self-sufficiency and independence, Insha-Allah. 
47. Al-Mu’iid: If a believer recites this Name 70 times for someone who is far away from his/her family, that person will return home safely. Further, whoever is worried needs to recite this Name 1000 times and he/she will come out from the grip of fear.
48. Al-Hakim: Whoever recites this Name day/night will not have difficulty in his/her wok and Allah will open to him/her a door of Wisdom[endnoteRef:52]. [52:  Op-cit] 

49. Al-Wadud (The loving one): If there is a quarrel between a husband and wife and one of them repeat this Name 1000 times over some food and has the other spouse to eat the food, there will be no disagreement between them[endnoteRef:53]. [53:  Op-cit] 

50. Al-Majid (The Majestic one): He who repeats this Name will gain glory.
51. Al-Baith (The Ressurector):  He who repeats this Name gains the fear of Allah.
52. As-Shahid (The Witness): He who has disobedient children, he/she should repeat this Name in the morning over 21 times daily with his/her hand placed on his/her forehead, he/she will become obedient. 
53. Al-Haqq (The Truth): If someone has lost something and he/she repeats this, will find what he/she has lost with the grace of Allah.
54. Al-Wakil (The Trustee): He who is afraid of dangers like drowning, burning, etc. should repeat this Name continuously, will be under the protection of Allah. 
55. Al-Qawi (The Possessor of all strength):  If one’s enemy is too powerful one should recite ‘Ya-Qawi’ with the intention of not being harmed.
56: Al-Matin (The Forceful One): If someone has troubles and repeats this Name, his/her trouble will automatically disappear. 
56. Al-Wali (The Governor): He who repeats this Name will become a ‘Waliullah’ (Allah’s friend).
57. Al-Hamid (The Praised one): Those who repeat this Name will be loved and praised[endnoteRef:54]. [54:  Ibid] 

58. Al-Mubdi (The Originator): If this Name is repeated and breathe towards a pregnant woman who is afraid of aborting, she will be absolved from danger.
59. Al-Muid (The Restorer): If this Name is repeated 70 times for someone who is far away from his/her family will safely return in seven days[endnoteRef:55]. [55:  Ibid] 

60. Al-Muhyi (The Give of life): If a person has a heavy burden on his/her shoulder and worried about, he/she should repeat this Name seven times each day, his/her burden will be taken away.
61. Al-Mumit (The Taker of life): Whoever repeats this Name, his enemies will be destroyed.
62. Al-Hayy (The ever living): Those who repeats this Name will have a long life.
63. Al-Qayyum (The Self-existing One): He/She who repeats this Name will not fall into inadvertency
64. Al-Wajid (The Finder): Those who repeat this Name will have the richness of heart.
65. Al-Majiid (The Glorious): Those who repeat this Name, his/her heart will be enlightened
66. Al-Wahid (The Only one): He who repeats this Name 1000 times in seclusion will be free from fear and delusion.
67. Al-Ahad (The One): He who repeats this Name 1000 time will have a certain secret opened to him/her.
68. As-Samad (The Satisfier): He who repeats this Name, Allah will fulfill his/her needs and people will depend on him/her.
69. Al-Qadir (The Powerful): He who repeats this Name, Allah will fulfill his/her desires
70. Al-Muqtadir (The creator of All powers): Those who repeat this Name constantly will be aware of the truth.
71. Al-Muqqadim (The Expatiator): He who repeats this Name, when in fear or being alone in a vulnerable place, no harm will come to him/her[endnoteRef:56]. [56:  Ibid] 

72. Al-Muakhir (The delayer): He/she who repeats this Name will find the love of Allah in his/her heart.
73. Al-Awwal (The First): A childless person will be blessed with a child if he/she repeats this Name for 40 consecutive days[endnoteRef:57]. [57:  Ibid] 

74. Al-Akhir (The Last): Those who repeat this Name many times will lead a good life and at the end of life will find a good death.
75. Az-Zahir (The Manifest One): Those who recite this Name 15 times after Friday prayer, the divine light will enter his/her heart.
76. Al-Batin (The Hidden One): He who repeats this Name, three times each day will see the truth of the problems/things that are hidden.
77. Al-Wali (The Protecting Friend): Those who repeats this Name, and breath into his/her house, his/her house will be safe from all kinds of dangers.
78. Al-Mutaali (The Supreme One): Those who repeat this Name will gain the benevolence of Allah.
79. Al-Barr (The Doer of Good): He/She who repeats this Name to his/her child will be free from misfortunes.
80. At-Twwab (The Guide to Repentance): Those who repeat this Name, his/her repentance will be accepted[endnoteRef:58]. [58:  Ibid] 

81. Al-Muntaqim (The Avenger): Those who repeat this Name many times for 3-Fridays will be victorious against his/her opponents.
82. Al-Afu (The Forgiver): Those who repeat this Name consistently, all their sins will be forgiven.
83. Ar-Rauf (The clement): Those who repeat this Name will be blessed by Allah.
84. Malik ul Mulk (The Owner of All): Those who repeats this Name will gain esteem among people.
85. Dhul-Jalali wal-Ikram (The Lord of the Majesty and Bounty): Those who repeat this Name many times will become rich.
86. Al-Muqsit (The equitable One): Those who repeats this Name will be free from the harm of the devil.
87. Al-Jami (The Gatherer): He/she who repeats this Name will find the thing he/she has lost.
88. Al-Ghani: Those who repeat this Name 70 times will be contented and will not be in need of one’s life.
89. Al-Mughni: He who repeats this Name 1000 times daily for ten Fridays will become self-sufficient.
90. Al-Maanei (The preventer of Harm): All the believers should repeat this Name 20 times before going to the bed, will gain a happy family life.
91. Ad-Durr (The Creator of the Harmful): He who does not enjoy peace and tranquility in life should repeat this Name 100 times on Friday night, he/she will find peace and tranquility by the grace of Allah (Talib, 2001)[endnoteRef:59]. [59:  Ibid] 

92. An-Naafi (The Creator of Good): He who repeat this Name 41 times at the beginning of every act will be successful in one’s good acts.
93. An-Nur (The Lighted One): Those who repeat this Name will have an inner light.
94. Al-Hadi: The Guide): He who repeats this “Ya-Hadi ihdinisiratul-Mustaqim” 1100 times after the ‘Isha’ prayer will be freed from all needs.
95. Al-Badeeu (The Originator): He who is confused by any distress or difficulty should repeat this Name 70,000 times, he/she will get relief from the distress he/she is suffering from.
96. Al-Baqi (The Everlasting One): He who repeats this Name every Friday night 100 times all the deeds will be accepted by the Grace of Allah.
97. Al-Warith (The Inheritor of All): He who repeats this Name after sun rise 100 times will be safe from sorrows by the Grace of Allah.
98.Ar-Rashid (The Righteous Teacher): He who does not have the know-how of a particular task should repeat this Name 1000 times between ‘Maghrib’ and ‘Isha’ prayer, he/she will be granted the know-how of the specific task.
99. As-Sabur (The Patient One): He who is in any trouble difficulty or sorrow and repeats this Name 3000 times will be rescued from his/her difficulty (Talib, 2001)[endnoteRef:60]. [60:  Ibid] 

Conclusion
Understanding the nature of God/Allah and His vision and purpose on man has immense importance as man has been entitled to know God/Allah before worshiping Him. This would help man to understand that God/Allah is a merciful creator and created man and the Universe is not as a chaos but for a purpose. The purpose of the creation is a free will to man and the submission of all the resources and other creatures to him/her, so that he/she may be judged what he/she wants to do for a specific period in their respective domains. This nature and purpose of God has been explained in scriptures and sacred books, so that human beings may not deviate from the chosen path of God/ Allah. The three Abrahamic religions partially or fully endorse this plan of action in one way or another. As a corollary, there is a need to understand each other’s religion so that confusion and a state of disarray may be controlled and an understanding may be reached at least not to hurt the religious sentiments of others. Religious tolerance may be recognized as a part of faith and that a red line may be drawn to the followers of that specific faith that these are the limits and if someone dares cross it, the particular faith will condemn not only that action but will take concrete steps so that such acts may not occur in future. 
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