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Abstract:
Meaning, Ambiguity, and Multiplicity of Meaning

Since the inception of twentieth century, the tradition of linguistic analysis
acquired prominence in the field of literary criticism. Tremendous advancement in
philosophical systems based on language and linguistics and ever-increasing reliance of
literary criticism on extraliterary disciplines were the primary reason for this
prominence. In linguistic analyses, great importance is laid on the unearthing and
retrieval of meaning, the predominant component of a literary piece. According to
contemporary criticism, insistence on a singular meaning in literary texts is inessential
as well as futile. Therefore, contemporary criticism, particularly postmodernism,
emphasizes multiplicity of meaning. As far as ambiguity is concerned, a variety of
unclear and preconceived notions exist. However, ambiguity in its true spirit is an
expression of multiplicity of meaning. This article explores meaning of meaning,
significance of ambiguity, and importance of the notion of multiplicity of meaning in a
bid to ascertain some essential associative link among them.

Keywords: multiplicity of meaning, polysemy, ambiguity, criticism, linguistics,

postmodernism.
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_Ire(51909 :d.l: ﬂfv,l 5;/ &) An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis [John Hospers]( 2 Ul
Pt 1887 G ol oz s s b 55 G At i la sl GLaS W (L34) s Wiaf 576 215
- A=< < An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis <[John Hospers] (/g ¢/l

_F(sreer :ut‘./_: Uh//, dg @ﬁf/:u,&) The Cambridge Companion to Saussure ((_)[Carol Sanders]u;ﬁgd,[
[Gregory A1/ u’/:(f_)‘/ «Routledge Dictionary of Language and Linguistics [Hadumod Bussmann] ¢ 2 35|
< YA(r ooy zé};/ :4)) [Kerstin Kazzazi]djl}/u:h’/:Trauth]

One speaks of polysemy, when an expression has two or more definitions with some common features that

are usually derived from a single basic meaning.

_AA (51929 ‘U:"/... ub//; dz’ C/{uﬂ) Presupposition and the Delimitation of Semantics ([Ruth Kimpson] u":/a’"j
A polysemous is one whose semantic representation involves a disjunction between all the interpretations
that the lexical item may be or each listed with the context which determines the particular interpretation.

A1 191 (‘jﬁ’jﬁ’:’ Ll s (y,f:._;jg ¥') Semantics and Common Sense <[Louis B. Salomon](Js*/ L/_d _uj)
Multiplicity of meaning is a very general characteristic of any language. An ambiguous sentence is
recognized as having two quite different meanings, whereas a vague sentence is the one, who characterise
semantically by a disjuction.
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- O«cRoutledge Dictionary of Language and Linguistics [Hadumod Bussmann] @z ‘f 2503
In the natural languages, property of expressions that can be interpreted in several ways, or rather, that can

be multiply specified in linguistic description from lexical, semantic, syntacticle and other aspects.

IO r el cfih th ._,g)ﬁ,’y [ £1cHow 10 Read a Poem ([ Terry Eagleton]u‘é'l A
Ambiguity happens when two or more senses of a word merge into each other to the point where the
meaning itself become indeterminate.
=0 1979 ks izl 22 2 u)) Seven Types of Ambiguity ([William Empson] /5= ‘)..,
Ambiguity itself can mean an indecision as to what you mean, an intention to mean several things, a
probablity the tone or other or both of two things has been meant, and the fact that, a statement has a
severel meanings. It is useful to be able to separate these if you wish, but it is not obvious that in

separating them at any particular point you will not be raising more than you solve.
o 1 L 1.2 Iwentieth-Century Literary Theory v “Poetry and Belief” <[L. A. Richards] 75,2 _;!-éf
P 1(519AA (Ju’?:u,d) [K. M. Newton]
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