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CRITICISM OF URDU FICTION
AND MODERN THEORIES

Syeda Atia Asghar, PhD
Assistant Professor of Urdu
POF Academic, Taxila

Abstract
New standards of criticism after 1980 made the mental
activity of the writer and the reader part of the criticism
which resulted in highlighting the importance of reading in
criticism. A few Urdu critics have also employed
theoretical aspects of structuralism and post structuralism
in perspective of new critical theories. Prominent among
them are critics like Wazir Agha, Muhammad Ali Siddiqui,
Zamir Ali Badayoni, Nasir Abbas Nayyer and Qamar
Jameel. The article deals with such literary theories and

their implications as regards to Urdu literature.

Keywords:
.'_«;bu'rd,v‘(_):r:f:.:u'cﬂrdgcﬁirjj'rd{w&ﬁ’fGf’“/);



26

coaf il g aowol o b do S UST i Ll lad }j],uaiﬁf
Bl P83 aE QO B L ol cli b o b
A Fot o $aE L e LUl el M1t T B s Fe L f
LUl kI 2 Tyt Sl Nl fe e Bl pive
I U o 2a B e B L sl e LB B Sl o1 o3
a.@v;}'ay)",g/ﬁ-uj L/E'Lgb‘t} JrI Sl e a.lgus:«&}ju]u
Uy C e e\l el B IS K0
Jobesi S F U e Gu L uifot;wfvuiﬂmykhgl;w‘vd?
,?.‘a/'y’t/(/’@)?'yufw/&a.@V/}';«y}”’f‘at'lgy/u'”')’i'd}'/'-‘a
SWste (o A 6P QUL L o F e 1o E st
fiéuﬁapﬁu‘géfﬁJ/C/:”Kq,%‘f;{fﬁéu J A
S SL =31 JlestfG 15 5 (Reading) s/(Writing)
-‘gmugw}/K
J&';JJU/LL»5b)/fcébu‘wfd/dﬂu’r’f&Vicpb}‘w'u}"'
KL 2682 e St S S L G a5 L S
L;A'i;bu/dlb‘/g JLL»"»/':/-ML//U»VVG/V/)UU U‘”/‘“‘
e LT L s e Ul o sp B o 1
-u’&%u’g.»u)Jpﬁ”éuk!utéuu@ﬂ/&ku&VLM
b2 e A S TSI L L i ]
IR ;WLJWWV&JJLuJQJQ‘Qu Lo
.zu,_st/‘fi.,kwﬁdp‘iui(!)‘i‘au@ﬂKjgﬁiLJg&ij/Qwuﬁ
SUBU e At s 1 BRIt UL 5L
258ty e A i U1 e ol P
L e (S U W re et e 1t 25 Bl E S
e G Sles TG et LTt P L S UL £ s
—e /] lb,oug;‘;d/'&ué.,%/uuKJZ#J%‘U?’UL‘J?L%@;



27

e 501613 sl U P e T b il S
AT o b Ut Gl U FEL Uyt Ui Pl 1 S
bl U et S b et S 12t e b Kap o b i
-‘L&,P“Jg}"é’_/ﬂw@/gﬁf*ﬂ

éZViVLL/f:6/?@“2?/:%%&»’4;&()“'KA//; .....

QL K.,,MLJ,,&K(@,!LLr/(’u“f‘f{j/!.',}ﬂmeyéuj

AL EFE ol S o I3 b NE S 7

gt S e AL E UL Nz SE SIS

(V)-LL t’/ﬂﬁg/g XL/L})

783 gﬁ&ﬁ&u'u»v/ﬁhcuwvufu:fpd/:'TJdMQ%
SISl e B lloe laze 2 FUAS e bl s
"An (" Mario Klarer-< J/U“.a I SAFE = .:«ﬁfg@,«ﬁfu’w
:ugﬁ/uﬁ(fgd/ug;udﬁé’_uluﬁ Introduction to Literery Studies "

This cluster of text oriented theories emphasizes intrinsic

dimensions of literary works. Their main objective lies in

the analysis of basic textual structures (narrative

techniques, plot patterns, point of view, style, rhetorical

figures) as well as in the differences between everyday and

literary language or between prose and poetry. Semiotics

and Deconstruction represent the most extreme example of

test oriented literary criticism, which , by extending the

term "text" to non literary sign systems, provide textual

modes of explanation for different cultural

phenomena.(*)
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In the linguistic system, says Saussure, 'there are only

differences' : meaning is not mysteriously immanent in

a sign but is functional, the result of its difference

from other signs. Finally, Saussure believed that

linguistics would get in to a hopeless mess if it

concerned itself with actual speech, or parole as he

called it. He was not interested in investigating what

people actually said: he was concerned with the

objective structure of signs which made their speech

possible in the first place, and this he called langue,

Neither was Saussure concerned with the real objects

which people spoke about : in order to study language

effectively, the referents of the signs, the things they

actually denoted, had to be placed in brackets. (&)
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Saussure viewed language as a system of signs, which was

to be studied 'Synchronically' that is to say, studied as a

complete system at a given point in time-rather than

'diachronically' in its historical development. Each sign

was to be seen as being made up of a 'signifier’ (a sound,

image, or its graphic equivalent), and a 'signified’ (the

concept or meaning). (1)
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