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Waris Shah and Social Downfall of the Punjab
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Abstract

When it comes to elucidate the true picture of contemporaneous
society, Waris Shah perhaps is the most illustrious poet of Punjab. He
depicted the actual picture of those institutes on which a society
stands firm. In doing so, his methodology is very diverse altogether.
At first he shows you a very pleasing picture of a very celebrated
institution e.g. judiciary, religion and joint family system etc. and then
starts to divulge the real picture where the journey towards decay has
taken start. He does all this in masquerade of satire. Being satirical is
not easy. It demands a profound mind enriched with folk wisdom and
deeply rooted in local tradition. This article takes an account of Waris

Shah's unique technique of setting stage and arranging a dialogue; a
dialogue that always has a symbolic significance in revealing the
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underlying reality.
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"Throughout the poem, Ranjha acts as a figure who reveals

the flaws of key figures such as the mulla, and many of the

poem's most biting and memorable critiques of formal
religion come from his speeches."(12)
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"We should practice ahinsa, or non violence, truthfulness,

honesty, continence and non-acceptance of gifts, i.e. we

should abstain from the inflicting of injury, from falsehood,

theft, incontinence and avarice. The chief of them all is

ahinsa, or non-violence, and all other virtues are said to be
rooted in it"(22)
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