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Abstract

A great poet must be a true depicter of his time. The significance
of historical endeavours acquires more importance when extracted
from a piece of literature, for the reason that it is a direct and
unstructured record of the people's daily life. Waris Shah's "Heer" is
rich with contemporary political goings-on. He was an acute observer
of the society. He used the contemporary events in such a way that
they do not interrupt the continuity of the story, instead they
supplement more colours to the tale by relating it to these happenings.
The great Mughal Empire had been shaken by the Persian and Afghan
invaders. Mughal princes were fighting like enemies for the throne.
The trickled-down effect of these fights and invasions resulted in form
of rudeness and violence in the life of commoners. This article is an
ammended description of a topic from author's Ph.D. dissertation.
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..... Poet's function is to describe, not the thing that has happened, but

n

a kind of thing that might happen, i.e. what is possible as being

probable or necessary."!
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"....at the death of Aurangzeb its boundaries marched in the north

with the Karakoram mountains and the Oxus river, and reached down

to the kaveri river in the south. From west to east empire lay between

the kingdoms of Persia and Burma. The Mughals thus ruled over

territories larger in extent than any empire before or after them.""
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"Shortly before his death he wrote a will giving the northern districts
of his empire to Moazzam, the southern to Azam, and the kingdoms
of Gloconda and Bijapur to the youngest son, Kam Baksh.""
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"About the same time letters were received by the Shah from
Nizam-ul-Mulik and Saadat Khan, the disaffected omerahs of the
Mughal court, inviting him to march to India, extirpate the family of
Tymur, and assume the reins of Government himself."A
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"Muhammad Shah was totally defeated in less than three hours, and

the imperial field treasury, guns, elephants and baggage all fell into

the hands of the victors. After the battle, the Nizam, "The key of the

state of India", was sent to open peace negotiations; and on the 7th

March the Persian king and Muhammad Shah entered Delhi together
to settle the terms of indemnity."q
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"He left Delhi in May after formal treaty with the Mughal territories

to the west of river Indus were ceded to the Persian monarch. The
four parganas (Chahar Mahal) of Sialkot, Pasrur, Aurangabad and

Gujrat in the province of Lahore too were ceded to Nadir Shah.""*
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"....he brought with him a thousand Sikhs in irons to Lahore, and
having compelled them to ride on donkeys barebacked, paraded them
in the bazars of Lahore. They were then taken to the nakhas khana or
horse market, outside the Delhi Gate of the city, and there beheaded
one after another, without mercy. The place has since been called by
the Sikhs Shahidganj, or place of martyrdom in commemoration of
the event.""!
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"The younger Shah Nawaz Khan, displaced the elder, and

corresponded with Ahmad Shah Abadali, who became master of

Afghanistan on the assassination of Nadir Shah in June 1747."IF
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"In the eighteenth century the British trading company was the
richest in India. Its main base was Madras on the Coromadle coast
that the British had acquired in 1639-40 from the local ruler. By the
middle of the eighteenth century the British had built the Fort St.
George and the harbour there, which developed into a populous and
rich port town."(20)
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