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Abstract

Most of the historians and linguists have placed Pashto
language into the Arian family of languages and then into the sub
branch of Indo-Iranian group of languages. Sanskrit and Zhand are
the other two ancient languages of the relevant civilizations. By
putting a glance on the historical linguistic and socio-cultural
background of the said languages it has been cleared that Pashto
influenced languages from time to time.

Indus Valley Civilization had accepted the or linguistic impacts
of the Pakhtuns in the region. Before Islamic era Vadic literature
prevailed in the sub-continent therefore the article would establish the
relation between vadic literature and the Pakhtuns. The present study
tried to explain that Pakhtuns tribes had played a vital role during
that time which definitely leads to the historical linguistics and
particularly the relation of Pashto with other Indo-Arian languages.
Arians had brought India the Vadic civilization which Pakhtun
culture and geography had impacted along-with Dravidian culture.
Therefore, the linguistic influence of Indo-Arian languages from
Pashto is also natural. This paper presents a cultural and linguistic
study in historical context with the help of relevant references.
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The present population of Afghanistan contains a number of
elements. Which in the course of history and as a result of large-scale
migration and conquests, have been superimposed upon one another.
Dravidians, Indo Arains, Greeks, Seythians, Arabs, Turks and

Mongols have at different times inhabited the country and
influenced its culture and ethnography(9)
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Dr. Trumpp in his Pashto Garmmer written in 1873, strongly

maintained that the language did not properly belongs to the Eranian,

but was a member of the Indo-Arian family. He added however, that

it was not a true member of the Indian family, but that it was member
of the independent language.'r
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9.  Encyclopaedia Britannica (Afghanistan) Computer print.
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12-  Grierson (G.A) A Linguistic Survey of Pakistan V.Il(India V.IX. Accurate
printers, Lahore, Pakistan, p. 9.
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16~ Chatterji (S.K.), Indo Arian and Hindi, Gujrat Vernacular society,
Ahmadabad, (1942 AD)p. 55
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