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Abstract

Public Libraries were first introduced by the Greeks. Libraries

are considered Masters of the Masters. The word Library is derived

from the Latin word liber, meaning book, whereas bibliotheca is a

Greek word for library used in German and Roman languages. Public

Libraries in the Muslim world were known by various names like Bayt

al-Hikmah, Khizanat al-Hikmah, or Dar al-Hikmah, or Dar al- ‘ilm,

Dar al-Kutub, Khizanat al-Kutub and Bayt al-Kutub, kitab-khana

(Iran), kutuphane (Turkey). 

First Arab library was founded by Umayyad Caliph Muawiyah

ibn abi Sufiyan (602-680) in Damascus. Much of the book industry

revolved around the mosque. Most of the small libraries were part of

the mosques, whose primary purpose was copying of books from

Greek, Pahlavi, Syriac and Sanskrit into Arabic. Lectures, debates

and discussions on a wide range of religious, scientific and

philosophical issues of the day were debated at mosques. 

In this article 31 libraries of the Muslim World, from medieval

to contemporary; have been described in an abridged way. Libraries

of Tunis, Baghdad, Cairo, Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Samarkand,

Bukhara, Afghanistan, Islamic Spain, Mughal India, Ottoman Empire,

Pakistan, Senegal, Mali and India, have been described in detail. At
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the end, a brief description of virtual libraries has been given.
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" Islamic libraries were", says Stuart Murray, "rich in diversity,

allowing scholars from other lands to share the facilities. These

libraries were known for their attractiveness and comfort, many

adorned with the classic Islamic dome, some surrounded by

walkways and landscaped by ponds. Among the most legendary

library was that of Persian city of Shiraz, where there were more than

300 chambers furnished with plush carpets. The library had thorough

catalogues to help in locating texts, which were kept in the storage

chambers and organized according to different branch of learning" 11
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Andalusia was, above all, famous as a land of scholars, libraries,

book lovers and collectors…in Cordoba books were more eagerly

sought than beautiful concubines or jewels…the city's glory was the

Great Library established by al-Hakam II…ultimately it contained

four hundred thousand volumes…on the opening page of each book

was written the name, date, place of birth and ancestry of the author,

together with titles of his works, Forty eight volumes of catalogue

incessantly amended, listed and described all titles and contained

instructions on where a particular work could be found" 61
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