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A Comparative Study of “Quest and Astonishment Valleys”
in Mantiq al-Tair of Attar and Mantiq al-Tair, Jadeed by

Mustansir Hussain Tarar
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** Farzaneh Azam lotfi

Abstract:

Mustansir Hussain Tarar is one of the most famous contemporary play writer,
travelogue and novelist of Pakistan. He mentions from the codes of the birds of
Mantiq al-Tair to seven valleys of different religions, including Zoroastrianism,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. He relates the
Tilla Jogian with Koh-e Qaf and mixes the Iranian culture with the culture of the
subcontinent while in the narrating the story. In this novel, from the beginning and
till the end of the journey of the birds, he finds his way towards the goal with the
influence of Mantiq al-Tair Attar in seeking the absolute truth. Despite of the
apparent and literary similarity, the culture of the subcontinent dominates the
whole story of Mantiq al-Tair, Jadeed. This research examines and compares the
two mentioned works in detail.

Keywords: Mantiq al Tair, Quest Valley, Astonishment valley, Bird, Attar,
Mustansir Hussain Tarar
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