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Abstract

Richard Bonney believes that the messenger should be a spiritual guide
instead of being a political leader. He further states that it is obligatory for a
prophet or messenger to promote and maintain peace in the world. If he gives
instructions for war and teaches warfare then it is nothing but a preposterous
contradiction from his designated duties. This is one of the many objections
raised by the orientalists on Muhammad (PBUH), the last prophet of Allah
Almighty. He says that the state established by Muhammad was a mere
coincidence and its political management was according to the need of the
times. It should not have been made a basis for Jihad by the Muslims
succsessors beacuse Muhammad had no intention to gain any victories
through war. Also he did not leave any political Sunnah for his followers.
Further he says that prophethood and kingship are two entirely different
things. The present article endeavours to refute the claims and objections
raised by Richard Bonney against the Holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) on
the basis of Quran-o-Sunnah with logical arguments and historical facts. In
this article, it has been proved that the real purpose behind the prophethood of
Muhammad (PBUH) was to promote and implement a just system of
governance for which the establishment of a state was mandatory. According
to the ordinance of Allah, it is obligatory on every Muslim to follow the
Sunnah of Muhammad (PBUH). This article also clarifies that prophethood
and kingship are not different but are infact two integrated facets in the
implementation of Islamic system of governance.

Keywords:  Spiritul Guide, Political Leader, Peace, War, Establishment of
State, Victories, Just System, Prophethood, Political Sunnah,
Governance
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"To think that the prophet who had been raised among mankind to bring
peace and happiness to them and sent to them as a mercy (Q.21:107) would

establish a Sunnah of war, is simply preposterous and a contradiction in
terms."
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"Islam must progress in the world as an independent spiritual and moral
force, conquering not lands, rivers and mountains but the heart and souls of

n3

men.
Ursi U LUz e bt/ 370 LB #LiUtesd put”
AUy st e JTS

! Richard Bonney: Jihad from Quran to Bin Laden, (UK: Palgrave Macmillan), 42.
2 Al-Qur-ani, Al-Anbiyaa:107
* Ibid; 32.
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“In Islamic history Khan contends, 'the Muslim state has often been
equated with the Islamic faith, and it is asserted that the one exists for the
other, this attitude has given the impression that Islam is a political device
rather than a moral and a spiritual force. The reality is quite different,
Khan asserts. The state was a circumstantial event, it did not follow a set
pattern, divine or human, but grew out of history; ............ The Quran
enjoins incessant struggle until the whole world has been submitted to the
message of Muhammad. But the struggle is to be done by da,wah
[persuation and Preaching] Resort to force is allowed only as a deffensive
or self-protective measure....."*
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"The Prophet did indeed establish a political regime, but this was
'incidental' to his historical situation, and not the essential aim of his

prophetic mission. The Quran thus provides a set of Islamic value and not
the structure of state."”

Mé[l,:jlU:JU)W?,.f?g&ﬂlau;"ﬁ'o}fd)df.@'ME/ﬁL(éﬁgjr//’)d}’/
&EJIA«‘LV/(WJ)”;VQKAJI@UﬂlJ/;uT}f{ﬂd/}/“icCg_jyd/iufo,g’z’
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* Jihad from Quran to Bin Laden: 32-33.
® Ibid; 32.
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"The Prophet, he claimed, left no political Sunnah for Muslim Ummah for the
function of Prophethood and kingship is, entirely different. Islam has
prescribed no principal of state or form of government °
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"Did the Prophet envisage or plan for the expannssion of Islam beyond
Arabia"?’

?e’_ézd'f@/u’f/;gc;.,/gwwlymJ(M(éﬁ'f;(ﬂdm)/:@g
"Was it true as the first theoretician of Jihad, Abdullah Ibn al Mubark,
claimed nearly 150 years after the prophet's death, that Muhammad's sole
mission was Jihad? The words attributed to the prophet were that he was sent
with the sword before the Hour [of Resurrection], that his subsistence was
laid down for him under the shadow of [his] spear, while humility and
debasement were imposed on those who opposed him." 8

IS Bt St So L WL st F olg 2 e b s
et s in §EBE 5T Kook a6 S SORE T S s
ADEUg e W e FL L E St s 5120 4 G139 e AT
e LB L e 7 G g L PO b g S e 36 (S
e s N0 i S Be Sl 2
uB KBl § ) ool

U S s S s et 8 Yoan s 2 25 P16 32
FU AL st o S L Qi e 2 e 2 o ke S el F o (F 5

® |bid; 42-43.
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"He was the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the
religiousand secular level”*®
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