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Abstract

After providing a brief political background of the province of
N.W.F.P, the article highlights the Quaid-i -Azam tour of Dera Ismail Khan
and Bannu on 16 April 1948.

In particular the article focuses on the enthusiasm presented by the
people of Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu, Settled districts and the tribal areas 1o
the Quaid. Quaid-i-Azam made two speeches there. One in Dera Ismail
Khan and other in Bannu.

The main idea of the speeches is that he stressed the need Jor Unity
among the people and demanded their unstinting support to the
Government in solving the various problem- facing the state. As such the
.article concludes that contrary to popular belief, the people of that areq
mingled in wild enthusiasm and presented a scene of sartorial riot with
their full devotion to the Quaid.
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"He was cheered ali along the route, v Lich was nevertheless,heavily
guarded by unts of the Frontier Rifles, South Pakistan Scouts and armed
pelice and wdditional police. Control of the crowds was assisted by the

roadway being roped off on either side of the entire length of the route.
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Several triumphal arches were heavily decorated with flowers, flags and
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The Quaid-i-Azam's reception at Bannu was equally warm, there were also

heavy armed military and police guards and the Quaid's car was preceded

v and followed by armoured vehicles. "
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M. Rafiq Afzal, Speeches and Statements of the Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, (Research Society of Pakistan, Lahore,
1973; Jamil-ud-Din Ahmad, Speeches and Writings of Mr.
Jinnah (Sh. Muhammad Ashraf, Lahore, 1964; Directorate of
Research, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah Speeches as Governor
General of Pakistan, Islamabad, n.d; The book Quaid-i-Azam

Aur Sarhad (Urdu) by Aziz Javid, howerver, contains an

incomplete reference to the Bannu speech of the Quaid.
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Research, Islamabad, 1997.
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Riaz Ahmad (comp.) Madar-i-Millat Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah:
A Chronology(1893-1967), National Insititute of Historical and
Cultural Research, Centre of Excellence, Quaid-i- Azam
University, Islamabad, 2003, p.8. '
24, Mir Ajam Khan, "Quaid-i-Azam's and Fatima Jinnah's visit to
D.I. Khan 16 Apri! 1948." Pakistan Journal of History and
Culturé, Vol. XXIV No.1, January-Junc 2003, National Institute
of Historical and Cultural Research, Centre of Excellence,
Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, pp.120-121.
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HIS EXCELLENCY. )
Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF PAKISTAN

May it please your Excellency,

We, on behalf of the economically poor but spiritually rich 1aasses of
Dera Ismail Khan District, welcome your Excellency and Miss Fatima
Jinnah to this distant part of thc Great Dominion of Pakistan.

Our hearts are full of veneration and esteem for the wonderful way in
which you have succeeded in welding a scattered crowd of undisciplined
and degenerated peoplc into a strong, united, and organized nation History
records no instances of achicvements as miraculous as the cstablishment of
the largest Muslim State of modern times. The entire credit for this goes to
your foresight, courage and leadership. We hope and pray that you will live
to see the complete fruition of your labours in the form of a great mighy
and prosperous sovereign State. We assure you of our steadfast loyalty and
deep devotion to you and the Statc you have created. Unfortunately for us
out of a total area of over twenty-two lakhs of acres of lands about sixteen
lakhs are lying uncultivated for want of proper control and utilization of the
abundant supplies of water which God in His benevolence sends to the
district every year. This has resulted in thousands of our people falling into
the throes of starvation and a very large section of the population becoming
badly undernourished and economically poor. As ill-luck would have it, the
government itself has suffered a heavy loss of revenue on this account and
on account of a big portion of the revenue being ear-marked for payment as
jagirs to certain aristocratic familics for services rendered to the British
Government during the great upheaval of 1857. Hence the Government
feels shy of spending much for the control of water, with the result that
things remain as they have been and no permanent remedy has been found
for the root-cause of most of the difficulties of our district.

The grant of Government land on lease to well-to-do and influential
people on nominal rental is another source of loss both to the people and the
government if these lands are taken back they can casily provide work and
sustenance to large number of poor cultivators local as well as Muhajirin.

* F. 216/111/GG/47 QAP (1slamabad)
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Another grievance under which we have been suffering ig the
step-motherly treatment which has been continually accorded to us in the
matter of recruitment to public services and to the provincial secretariate
and departmental headquarters. Not a single person has been taken from this
district into the provincial Civil and Police Services during the past twelve
years and only four percent of posts in the provincial secretariat are held by
the inhabitants of Dera Ismail Khan. This is due to lack of representation of
this district in the Provincial Cabinet and secretariat The hopes that the
establishment of Paksitan would lead to a change of heart on the part of the
Government and that this long neglected part of the Province would receive
a fail deal have not been realized. The gulf between the government and the
people still remains unabridged. To make matters worse, corruption and
nepotism which are rampant everywhere are not being put down with any
firmness. We hope and pray that your visit will eradicate the evil and bring
the pcople and the Government nearer cach other for only in this way can
the Government be rightly called the Government of the People.

We have no desire to question the high matters of policy which have
led to the evacuation of these parts by the military and to the disbandment
of the additional police but we feel constrained to say that there are genuine
apprehensions in our minds for the future peace and security of this district
and the adjoining tribal belt. We place this before you for serious
consideration and suggest that some effective measures be taken to ensure
that peace and security of these parts will be maintained.

In the end once again we assure Your Excellency of our staunch
loyalty and devotion to your person and the State of Pakistan.

May you live long!

WE ARE,
Your Excellency's Economical Poor but
Spiritually rich, faithful admirers.
April 16/1948
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ADDRESS TO H.E. QUAID-I-AZAM MOHAMMAD ALI JINNAH
GOVERNOR GENERAL OF PAKISTAN* ’

We the students Quaid-i-Azam, Government College, Dera Ismail
Khan, thank you for the very great honour you given us in visiting our city
so graciously. Our young hearts are brimful with feelings of gratitude to
your unrivalled statesmanship which has won us "PAKISTAN" from such
unwilling hands as these of Hindus and Englishmen. You are the father of
Pakistan, our liberator and our Ata Turk. It is, therefore, we shall lay before
you our troubles, about ourselves, our institution and our nation.

Ours is the only institution of its kind in the two southern Districts
and Waziristan and yet it is beset with many difficulties, namely, lack of
staff, insufficiency of buildings and absence of provision for higler
education in Science, Commerce, and Agriculture. Orce these difficulties
removed we assure you our college will not lag behind in contributing its
share to the glory that will be Pakistan.

It is most timely stress also a reorientation of present educational
system on Islamic basis. ‘

In the end we pray, "Long Live our Quaid"

We are your loyal followers,
Students of Govt: College, D.I. Khan.

* F. 216/111/GG/47 QAP (Islamabad)




