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ABSTRACT

Atriplex (salt buskes) and Maireana (blue bushes} species were grown on saline
as well as degraded lands in a series of adaptation trials conducted from 1938 to 1993 in
two phases at 8 sites in Pakistan, The overall trials revealed that the Atriplex penotypes
were more productive than Maireana genotypes. The most promising species was A.
lentiforinis, exhibiting excellent forage and firewood production. Other species with great
promise were A, amnicolg, A, undulata, A. bunburyana and A. halimus. The biomass
produced from these bushes was extensively tested for acceptability and palatability both
in small and iarge ruminants. The vesults indicated that the salt bushes have high merit
Jor replacing green fodder up to 50% and were particularly suitable for feeding during
critnch periods.
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