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A reference group is an identifiable group whose supposed perspective is used
by the aclor as a framc of relerence in the organization of percepiual ficld. Thus
one’s relerence group both scts and enforces standard of behaviour for the person.
The choice of the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad by young women for higher
education has been viewed as a psychological phenomenon. The reasons given by
the female students studying at the University ol Agriculture were found Lo be sig-
nificantly associated with the socio-economic characteristics (education, occupation
and economic status) of the members of their reference group,

INTRODUCTION

A person is educated both through
formal and informal means. Education is
synonymous with socialization, but it stands
for institutional and professional training
and learning. Formal education (schools,
colleges, universities and other specialized
agencies) and informal (family, play group,
reference group and neighbourhood) impart
mostly the skills, value orientation and cul-
tural heritage that are needed by a person
for getting at his aim for life. One’s habits,
values, aspirations, attitudes arc affccted by
his environment in which one¢ lives. There-
fore, the formation of atlitudes, sctling up of
adequate goals of study and emphasizing
specific standard of achievements are learnt
and modificd in a group situation.

The relference group supports the val-
ues in terms of which a person evaluates his
own conduct. Mangalam (1960), Hartley and
Hartley (1952} delined the relerence -group
as "a group with which an individual fecls
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identified, the norms of which he/she ac-
cepis”.

The refernce group provides an indi-
vidual the basis of comparison and evalua-
tion of a person’s own conduct. Reference
group real or imaginary may mould one’s
values, attitudes and aspirations which are
necessary conditions for oae’s actions. Thus
a relerence growp sets and enlorces stan-
dards for an individual. It has been re-
marked in this context that "waals and goals
are shared by one’s reference group”. They
become a basis of comparison for him for
the process of evaluation and self-appraisal,
As a result of his altempt Lo seck acceptance
of these groups an individual is heavily influ-
enced by them.

Education in Agriculture has its own
importance in Pakistan, as it is weil known
that it is predominantly an agricuitural
country, Over 70% of its population lives in
rural areas and is directly or indircctly cn-
gaged in agriculture. Changes in agriculture
have been rapid, and the technological de-



velopments in agricullure are continuous. In
such a situation, need for organized and es-
tablished agricultural institutions, like the
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, is
highly imperative not only for males, but
also for females. Role of a female as an
Agricultural Specialist may be very signifi-
canl, and also because of the fact that the
requirements of a female’s responsible role
as a mother, sister, wife, etc, are no less im-
portant. The need as such for agricultural
education for farming and non-farming oc-
cupations requiring knowledge and skill in
agriculture for young femalcs is increasing
and becoming more apparent. The present

study is based on one of the important as=~ . -

pects of such factors, In this study relerence
group is taken as a factor involved to deter-
mine choice of the University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad as an educational institution by
young femalcs. '

METHODOLOGY

The present study was conducted in
two facullics ie. Vetcrinary Science and
Agriculture of the University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad. The respondents were the fe-
male studecnts of both the facullics
(excluding foreign students). Hundred per
cent female students were taken for this
study. The total number of lemale students
of both the faculties was 86. Of these, 70
were Lhe students of the Faculty of Agriul-
ture, and 16 belonged to the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Science. Dala were collected
through an interview schedule. Chi-square
and Lambda tests were applicd to the data
for analysis,

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The rcasons given by the respondents
were nine in number, which for the purpose
of analysis were recalegorized as social,
economic and personal,
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Social reasons

i.  Friends alrcady studying in thc Univer-
sity of Agriculture

ii. Higher cducation helpful in getting a
life pattner

iii. Pressure by parents and guardians for
higher education

Economic reasons

i.  Better job opportunities

ii. Interest in agricultyrc as a private side
business

iii.  Agriculture being a field of specializa-
tion for better economic prospects

- Personal reasons

i.. No other choice of admission to an
educational institution of higher learn-
ing was available

ii. Could not go outside Faisalabad for

" higher education

iii. Upsel by the free time alter completion
of higher secondary education
In the reference group were included

those persons whom respondents had liked
most and their values were consisient with
their own valucs. These happened o be re-
spondenis’ [athers and mothers as a first or
sccond choice. The values under question
were limited o just the purpose of getting
higher education, viz.,

i Education is meant for altaining
knowledge.

ii, Education enables young women to
become good housewives.

iii.  Education is necessary for gelling
good jobs.

iv.  Education is heipful in achieving high
status in life,

Relationships were sought between the
socio-economic status (education, occupa-
tion, income) of respondents’ reference
group members and their reasons for the
choice ol University of Agriculiure, Faisal-
abad as a scat of higher lcarning. The values
of Chi-square and their level of significance
elc. are presented in Table 1,
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Reasons regarding the females’ choice
for admission to the Universily of Agricul-
ture, Faisalabad depended on the parents’
education, occupation and income. A part of
hypothesis concerning education is upheld,
thus, the result is similar Lo earlier findings
where it was pointed out that the family is a
vital factor that excrts more or less subtle
pressurc on the child and the youth (o make
certain type of choices.

It is inferred that 85% of the reasons to
choose the University of Agricullure are cx-
plained on the basis of father’s education of’
the respondents and 74% of the reasons Lo
choose this institution depended upon
mother’s education of the respondents. Re-
garding occupation of the parents, there was
a weak relationship, that is the respondents
whose fathers had low level of occupation
chose the University of Agriculture, Faisal-
abad, for economic reasons, In other words,
9% ol the reasons for the choice were being
explained by the father’s occupation of the
respondents. The hypothesis that (he
rcasons for the choice, depended upon the
occupation of the respondent’s lather was

o
B | accepted. On the other hand, there was a
2 non-significant association between mothers’
= occupation and thc reason to choose the
'E University of Agriculture, for higher studies.
Y
S

The hypothesis concerning mothers’ occu-
pation as a reason lor their choice could not
be accepted.

The dependence of choice for admis-
sion regarding lamily income as stated in the
hypothesis was upheld. There was a signifi-
cant associalion bctween annual (amily in-
come of the respondents and the reasons to
prefer the University of Agriculture, Faisal-
abad, [or higher studics.
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