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Pakistan’s record in spreading literacy among masses has not becn very envi-
ous. According to some recent estimates, UNESCO paut litcracy rate in Pakistan at a
mere 35%. A relerence to the 5th, 6th and 7th Five Ycear Plans of Pakistan shows
that universalizing access to primary cducation in the country has been a focal point
of these plans. But we see that despite allocation of resources worth billions of ru-
pees, setting plausible targets, pious resolves and untiring claims, we still have ac-
cusing fingers pointed at us at our continuous failure in achieving the desired liter-
acy rate in Pakistan, This is particularly true of rural arcas with special reference 1o
female education. This paper takes a closc look at the status of female education in
three rural communities of Faisalabad district. It examines the level of participation
in education of rural females and identifics the major constraints in their way for a
better and fulicr participation. The paper recommends that in a society like Pakistan
where segregation is the norm, it is necessary not only to establish many more edu-
cational institutions for rural females but also to remove socio-cultural constraints
which discourage a spirit ol independence and creativity in women,

INTRODUCTION

that the great bulk of over ong billion illiter-

The observance of the International
Literacy Day on the 8th ol Scptember, 1990
markcd the twenty-filth anniversary of UN-
ESCO’s global effort to promote the causc
of literacy and education. Being also the In-
ternational Literacy Year, UNESCO has
becn pearing up Lo use the occasion for cre-
ating awareness of the importance of educa-
tion for human development and funda-
mental frecdoms. Practically, however, there
appears hittle understanding of the urgent
need of waping out iliteracy i a global
context, stnce cducation has not been the
priority of large number of governments,
specially in the Third World, for it is here
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ales arc concentrated (UNESCO, 1990).

Pakistan’s record in the field of
spreading literacy has been equally dismal,
As per cslimates of the 1981 Population
Census, only 26.2% of the population in
Pakistan was litcrate. UNESCQO estimates
put it at 35% today. The accurate position
should be known next year after the 1991
Population Census. At any rate, both the
figurcs arc much lower than the averages for
the whole world, the developing countries
and the South Asian region, Whether the
government 3s to blame or the socio-cultural
outlook of the peoplc has been the principal



impeding lactor, the fact is that the country
is suffering because of the lapse in the cdu-
cation scclor,

The available estimates show that of
the total litcrate (26.2%) population, male
literates constitute 35.1% and female 16.0%.
The literacy levels in the rural arcas are still
more disappointing. The overalt literacy
level is put at 17.3%, of which male literacy
1s 26.2% and that of females 7.3%. Here 1
look at the cfforts of the Government of
Pakistan al mobilising resources and im-
proving quality of cducation should perhaps
be in order. The budgetary allocations in the
education  sector, though inadequate,
marginally increased during the last threc
years from 2.89% of G.N.P. in 1987-88 to
3.19% in 1988-89 and to 3.55% in 1989-90
{Govt. of Pakistan, 1990),

The 7th Five Yecar Plan (1988-93) of
Pakistan with its major throst at universal-
izing acccss to primary cducation in the
country cnvisages Lo raise overall litcracy
ratc to 40% by 1992-93. Primary cducation
has thus been adopted as the main instru-
ment for achteving mass  literacy, It iy
planned 1o provide primary cducation facili-
ties to all children in the age groups of 510 9
years. Efforts will also be made 10 reduce
disparity in the availabilily of school facilitics
for boys and girls in both rural and urban
arcas (Govt, of Pakistan, 1988).

A relerence to the 5th (1978-83) and
6th Five Year Plans (1983-88) of Pakistan
would also reveal that despite allocation of
resources worth billions of rupees, selting of
plausible targets, pious resolves and untiring
claims, we still have accusing fingers pointed
at us at our continucus failure in achicving
the desired literacy rate in Pakistan, This is
particularly true of our rural arcas with spe-
cial reference to female cducation, In fact,
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the crisis in our education in the rural areas
today is the crisis of female cducation. An-
other major impeding factor in femaie edu-
cation in our rural set-up has been the socio-
cultural out-look of the rural families. Al-
though, female education is now universally
recognized to be an clement of pivotal im-
portance in the total scheme of uplift of a
socicly, yet we have not so far been able 10
break out of our fossilized social customs,
Family attitudes, values and beliefs regarding
female education,

For an cffective mobilization of the
available resources and improvement in the
quality of education, the problematic situa-
tion of female education in the rural arcas
warranted a close look. Accordingly, a re-
scarch study on the status of female educa-
tion in some selected rural communities of
Faisalabad district was conducted. The ma-
jor objective of this study has been to ascer-
tain the level of participation in education of
females and to determine the major con-
straints in the way of better and fuller par-
Licipation by rural females,

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This study was conducted in three ran-
domly sclected government girls schools (i.e.
ong high, one middle and one primary
school) situated in three different villages of
Faisalabad District, A sample of 150 females
of school going age (5-20) years) was ran-
domly drawn, The sample included girls who
were either going to school, had already
completed their studies or had never gone to
school. Age grouping of the respondent fe-
males was as follows:

1) Primary age group: 5-12 years
i) Matric age group; 12.1-18  years
i) College ape group: 18.1-20 years
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Since economic status plays an impor-
tant role in the level of participation of chil-
dren in eduocation, the sampled [cmale re-
spondents were [urther grouped by the cco-
nomic status of their familics in the respec-
tive villages as follows:

i) Respondents belonging to  landless
families,

i) Respondents belonging to large farm
holders i.e., those operating 25 acres
and above,

i) Respondents belonging to  medinm
farm holders i.c., those opcrating 12.5
acres to under 25 acres, and

1v) Respondents belonging to small farm

holders i.c., those operating less than
12.5 acrcs.

Relevant information on various as-
pects of the study was collected with the
help of a well designed and pre-tested inter-
viewing schedule through personal inter-
vicws with the fcmale respondents, The data
thus collected were subsequently analysed by
using appropriate techniques of analysis.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Soclo-economic characteristics of respon-
dents: Distribution of respondents into pri-
mary (5-12 years), secondary (12.1-18 ycars)
and college (18.1-20 wycars) age groups
showed that over 9% of them were in 10-15
years of age and almost 60% of these fell
between 7-12 years which made up the pri-
mary age group. It showed that induction of
-rural female children into school came
about relatively late. Siddique (1988) also
found that rural children generally pot ad-
mission in schools at an advanced age.
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Catcpgorized by economic status, 31%
of the sampled respondents belonged to
landless familics, while respondents be-
longing to land-owning families accounted
for 69% of the sample. Of these, 2, 25 and
42% came of large, medium and small land-
holders respeétively. Further, majority of re-
spondents {(60%) lived in nuclear type fami-
lics, which mecant that joint family system
was fast losing its grasp even in rural arcas.
Although, family structure and its impact on
children education has not been researched
here in this study, yet some other studies
have explored these relationships (Parveen,
1979). A reference to the eduction of re-
spondeants’ parcnts revealed that about 75%
of the fathers of respondents were literate
but with only a nominal literacy level. In ex-
act contrast, 75% of the mothers of female
respondents were illiterate. OF the remain-
ing 25% litcrate mothers, as many as 21%
also had only nominal schooling up to pri-
mary level. [lliteracy was more pronounced
in the landless lamilies for both fathers and
mothers of the respondenis.

Participation level of respondents in educa-
tion: The National Education Policy and
Implcmentation Programme, as far back as
1979, noted that participation level in edu-
cation of children and consequently the lit-
eracy level did not register any significant
improvement during the past several years
(Gowt. of Pakistan, 1979). However, despite
appreciable increase in enrollment at differ-
¢nt stages of schooling in the country, over
50% of the children of school going age do
not go to school. This is particularly true in
the casc of rural areas. This study revealed
that the participation level in education of
potcntially elhgible rural females was only
50, 38 and 20% at thc primary, high school
and college level respectively. Further, clas-
silication by economic status of respondents’
families showed that participation in educa-



tion of the respondents belonging (o landless
families was much lcss than those of the
land owning families. It was found 10 be 32,
21 and 10% for the landless and 57, 42 and
30% for the landed class in the above order
respectively. Economic status of parents was
found to have a significant effect on the level
of patticipation of females in education. It
was decidedly higher in respondents be-
longing to the land owning class. However,
relationship between parents educational
level and level of participation of girl stu-
dents in education was found to be statisti-
cally non-significant. These findings werc in
agreement with those ol Parveen (1979) bul
differed from those of Hashmi (1980).

A relatively low participation level of
rural females in education is attributable to
a number of factors. However, low caroll-
ment rate among rural lemales owes much
to family values and attitudes towards fe-
male education. Because of their conserva-
tive attitudes and also because of their igno-
rance aboul the importance of female edu-
cation, most of the parents of the sampled
respondents in this study belicved that since
their girls would perform only household
dutics in the future, any formal schooling
was of little use for them. Among specific
reasons for not enrolling or for dropping oul
at primary, secondary and the college level,
36, 47 and 60% of the 103 female respon-
dents of farm familics respectively said, that
they had no interest in studics.

As for the landless familics, 20, 27 and
30% of the 47 respondents gave the same
reply in the above order. Financial con-
straints, according 1o 16, 31 and 30% of the
respondents at the primary, secondary and
the college level respectively were said to be
a major handicap lor the land owning fami-
lies. Whereas among respondents of landiess
class, 50, 63 and 60% werc constrained by
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poverty (o continue studies at the primary,
sccondary and college level respectively.
Failur¢ in promotional examinations, do-
mestic/Tarm work, marriage, ¢lc. were some
of the ‘other rcasons for dropping out of fe-
malcs in the rural areas. Khan (1971) and
Cheema (1980) have also made similar con-
clusions, It will be seen from above that
"lack of interest in studies” among respon-
dents of farm families and "financial con-
straints" among respondents of landless
families were the two major reasons for low
participation level in education of rural fe-
malcs,

The school factor: Apart from family val-
ues, atlitudes, limitations and other commu-
nity factors which have had an adverse effect
on participation level in cducation of rural
[¢males, school environment and student-
teacher relationship were also found 10 be
such that worked against students’ interests.

Responding to various questions on
school environment and student-leacher re-
lationship, 100% students complained of
poor condittons of school buildings and lack
of turniture; another 59% complained of
lack of spacc in schools and still another
62% told that text books were costly. Ac-
cording to 67% of the respondents, their
lcachers were duly qualified. The students
were, however, not satisfied with their per-
formance. All of them complained of lack of
tcachers’ attention to the class room and ex-
cessive corporal punishment to students.
When questioned about coverage of courses,
53% suid that tcachers did not completely
cover the prescribed courses during the year.
According to 67% of the students their
leachers come from a distance; they there-
fore, generally came to school late and also
keft carly. Still another group of students
complaincd thal teachers generally taught
more than one class and they also took per-
sonal work from the students (33%).
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It will be concluded from the above
that when a female child s in the school, cs-
pecially in rural area, conducive school envi-
ronment and  enlightened  student-teacher
undcrstanding and relationship can signifi-
cantly improve participation level in cduca-
tion of rural emale children.

Students® perceptions of the impact of edu-
cation: Girl respondents were asked about
the role of education in their own personal
advancement and self-fuifillment and in the
advancement of their economic productivity.
All of them were convinced and believed
that education was a determining factor in
promoting their prestige, status and honour
in the society. Over 70% of the students
were positive that education brought awarc-
ness among women about their rights and
obligations. According to them, cducaicd
women rcalized their goals in lifc more
clearly and werc better abic 10 fight social
prejudices  against females. When  ques-
tioned aboul the impact of girls’ cducation
on lamily and household activitics, 100% of
the respondents said that cducated girls
neither shirked domestic work nor strayed
from rcligion. Educated Temales, in their
opinion, became rather an asscet in the
houschold life, since they developed a better
understanding of their responsibilitics. Fur-
ther, 22% of them belicved that educated
girls got good proposals, whercas 31% of
them thought that they also made good
mothers. As regards economic impacts of
education, 44% of the girl students opincd
that educated females could help share eco-
nomic burdens of the family, for which they
should do jobs and fully participalc in cco-
nomic aclivities,

Female students’ educational aspirations:
Educational aspiration, we¢ may say, 1s the
desire to attain formal cducation at schools
and later in colleges and universitics. Edu-
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cational aspirations differ from person to
person and from community (0 community
depending upon the socto-cultural scenarios
and cconomic status of {amilics and house-
holds in the social set-up.

A fairly large majority of female re-
spondents (09%) in the rural areas wanted
to pursuc studics beyond elementary and
sccondary levels. However, very few among
them (10%) were in favour of low level
professional training like P.T.C,, Nursing,
elc. As many as 519 of them rather wanted
to become teachers either at the high school
or the college level. Another 8% preferred
to join cither the medical or the engincering
degree programmes, A reasonable number
(319%) of the [cmale respondents did not
show any interest in studies beyond the cle-
mentary level, partly because of their low
expectation, levels and mainly because of
family circumstances. Some other studies
have also madc similar conclusions (Azmat,

1979; Chatha, 1987).

Policy implications: Low level of participa-
tion in education of rural [emales as evi-
denced in this study very vividly brings forth
on¢ conclusion, that socio-cultural preju-
dices, family inhibitions and ignorance and
not just financial constraints have played a
key role in depriving our women folk in the
rural arcas of their right to receive educa-
tion. Is not it regrettable that while people in
the developed world are preparing to face
up to the challenges of the 21st century in all
walks of Iife, we here 1n Pakistan still need
Lo plcad the case of women education?

Nevertheless, il may be reiterated here
that the empirical evidence in the context of
international expericncee has clearly shown
thal investment in women ecducation has
positive implications for the mental, physical
and spiritual development of the future gen-



erations. Why should we then in Pakistan
still be at the stage of (rying to convince
people both in and outside the government
that women also have a rightiul claim to ed-
ucation for their personal advancement and
for the advancement of their cconomic pro-
ductivity?

The problem, in our opinion, has to be
tackled on two fronts, First, given the ap-
pallingly low ratc of femalc litcracy, cspe-
cially in the rural arcas, there is an urgent
need to create adequate factlities for female
education. Further, in the rural areas it is
not just the low literacy rate among women
which is a causc of concern: their educa-
Gonal attainment is also highly unsatisfac-
tory. Thus, of the tolal population which
completed its school-level education in 1989,
less than a quarter were women (Gowt. of
Pakistan, 1990). At present the institutions
established for girls are fess than half of
those for boys, Therefore, in a society like
Pakistan, where segregation is the norm, it is
nccessary to establish many more  girls
schools in the villages.

Second issue s that of facilitating the
schooling of girls in general and those of ru-
ral females in particular. This is possible
only il a campaign is launched on war foot-
ing. One cannol disrcgard the lactors which
inhibit female cducation in rural arcas.
These include poverty, the home-makers’
role of women from an early age, and social
constraints which discourage a spirit of in-
dependence and creativity in women. Thesc
hurdles can be overcome if the government
and leaders of opinion decide 10 work for
the wp-iift of women. Women education is
now a problem which nceds an urgent at-
tention at the national level,
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