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WHEAT LOSSES DURING HARVESTING DPERATION
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Puring the harvesting operacion, a Fairly
good quantity ol wheat grains and enrs fall on
the ground. Some of these egars are rvestored to
the hunman populacion by the poor women folk of
the rural community who pick the ears. Generally,
picking of the ears is allawed after the sheaves
arg shilted ra rhe threshiing ground. As soon as
the harvested crop is removed the [ield is also
opened  to buifalo, gpoat and sheep grazing. S0,
these animals alse play a rale In restoring
indirectly some of the food energy lest in the
grains to the human population.

In order to escimate the quancity of wheat grains lost
during barvesting, abeut 33 hectares of harvested wheat
Flelds in central Punjah were campled with the help of 1
n*  quadrats durlng the period extending from April 15 to
Maw 1%, 1987, In each acre ol the flelds, 3 quadrats wers
randomly selected and all the wheat grains preseont Inzide

the quadrats were collected, dried and weighed.

About 947 of the quadrats had prains in  them. An
average quadrat contalned 00539 kg of wheat in 1e. In other
woards, In each hectare 3%.0 kp of when~ grains were lost
due to shedding mainly during the harvestlng operacion.
The 1is 3.14% oi thu per hectare yield of wheat in Pakistan
duging the year 1986-57, the per hectare vield being 1580
kg .

** (Source; Federal RBureau of Statistics, Government of Pakistand.



The estimated loss of 59,0 kg of wheat per hectare
furicg harvesting should he a4 matier of great coficern to
dprirulturiscs. Ma doubt some af this logs iy mended By
the umestic avimals and the picker women, hut this also
selps  in sustaining raes, Sparrouws, pavakests, and ant
pepulatians.  Ploughing of the fields immediately after
harvesting would deprive these animals of this importanc
source of {ood during late spring.
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