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SOCIAL CLASS AND OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS OF RURAL YOUTH
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This siudy identifird the occupational mspirstions of rural
high school studcnie. Data ware callected throngh self-administered
questionnasre From 229 high school seniars in six high schocli in
rural arean of Faisalabad Disteict. Aa anticipated, social clas,
grades and parentsl enconragemant wers found 1o be ponitively cor-
erjated with occupationsi aspications while family size was found to
be nmegatively correlated in the case of females, Social class apd
parental encouragement proved to be good predictors while Family
size and grade proved to be wesk predictars of occupational
sspirations, Male- famala differences were found when social claws,
grades and parenal encouragement were correlated with occupa-

tionn] Rspirations,

INTRODUCTION

There is no doubt that students beloaging to high cocial class carry high
educational wnd occupationsl sepirations, The motivation to advaoce in the
economic structure is often very low ameng lower class people. 1o Wiscerain,
Sewell, Haller and Strauss (1957) studied lave! of educations! and occupationsl
aspirations associuted with soclal class of 4187 randomly selected non-farm seni-
ors in 194748, They found that st all intelligance levels, students with high
status families wera more likely to have higher leval of educationa! and occupa-
tional aspirationn,

Benpett and Gist (1964) studied careor plans of 800 urban high school
students in Missouri, U. 5. A.  To them only oceupational plans varied signifi-
catly with tocial class. Reissman (1959} concluded that striving for success was
the strongest among those who beloag to the middle or upper classes,

Caro (1966) studied youth’s occupationnl aspirations ia relation to socjal

clags and concluded that those from high sacial strata tended to aspire for more
prestipious occupation than these fram lowaer strata.



Treiman {1977) points out that the division of labou gives rise ta differen-
ce3 among occupations with respsct to knowlege, skillz, economie contral and
autherity.

The present study is an attempt to determine the occupation anpirations of
high schoal students in relation to their socisl class erigin, Student’s eccupa-
ticnal aspirations will alse be determined in relation to their family size, grades
and parentsal encouragement.

The following hypotheses have been formulated for the present study ;

Hypothesis 1. Students of high socinl class femilies will have higher
occupational aspirations thaa studanils of lower cocial class familien,

Hypothests 2. Studeats from small familiea will have higker occupatienal
aipirations than studente from large families.

Hypothesis 3, Students havinig high grades will have bigher occupational
aspirations than students haviog low grades,

Hypathesis 4, Students with more parental encouragement will have hifaer
pccupatingal aspirations than sivdents with less parental encouragement,

MATERTAL AND METHODS

Tha survey was conducled in the rural areas of District Faisalabad, The
selection of the district was arbitrary, but typicel of many districts where both
farm and non-farm smploymemt opportunities ars limited and students seck
smployment in aress other than their home communities, The population [or
the study consisted of high school seniors studying in six high schaols, three each
for boys and girls, These schools were loceted in Chak No. 2/IB, end Chak

No. 103,18,

A very carefully deiigned puestionnair was usaed for data collection. Que-
ftionnaire was pre-tested and some mipor medifications were made before actual
data collection. Questionnaire was administered in & claes room sitvation, 229 stu-
dents completed the questionnaire lor this study in August and September of

1987.

To analyse data, methods of gamma statistics and full regressionwers used,
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The reason For using gamma statistica was that it gave us direclion and wagni
tude of the relationship betwaen two variables, see Nachmias apd Nachmias
(1981).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data presented in Tabls 1 show correlation between predictor varinbles
and the depsndent variabl, cecupetional aspiratiun, when controlled For s&x
{male and femalen).

Table 1. Gawuma arsociation between oo upational aspirations and predictor vari-
ables by tex of the respondeniy

Predictor variahbles Males Eemales
Socinl claze A8y H0*
Fomily size AT - 28
Grades 78 A8
Parental encouragement .38 A0

*Chi-square value significant at .05 probability level,

The data reveal that u positive corralation exists between socinl class and occupa-
tional aspirations for both muales and females. Correlation betwesn social cles
and occupational aspirstions is positive and significant at chi-square critical
limit set at .05 both for males and fomales, The degres of association is 4B for
malag and .80 for famales, This shows that we ars uaable to reject our hypothe-
Bis 1.

Data in Tsble 1 reveal thet family gize and occupational aspirations are
positively correlated in the case of males but corrslation is insignificant. In the
case of femules, the correlntion between family size and cccupationgl aipirations
is pegtive byt ipsignifiant, Thus we are unabla to accpt our hypothesis 2.

Grades are positively correlated with occupational sspirstions, showipg
that students obtaining higher grades have high aspirations for upper clase occu-
pations. The degree of associations in .28 in the case of males and .19 in the
cage of females but the mmsociation inm week. Thus we ara vnable to acept out
hypothesis 3.

72



Parental enmuragerﬁcnt is positively correlated with occupational aspiralio-
ns, showing that students Laving high parental encouragement have high aspira-
tians for upper class occupations. The degree of association is 37 in the cass of
males and .40 in the cass of females, and are significant at Chi-square critical
limi t set at .05 level, Thus we are unzble tg reject hypothesis 4,

In Table 2, regression tests between eccupationel as pirations of males and
their social class, family size, grades and parental sncouragement are presented.
The data show that in the cass of males, social clans, family size and grades
proved to be strong predictore wheress pzrantal Encouragament proved to be wenk
predictor of occupational aspirations, Adjusted R square is 125, showing (hat

Tabie: 2 Regrassion of occupational ospirations on  sociol clogy, family size,
grades and parental ercouragement when conirglimg for males

Regression
Independent Variables Cuefficient TIDF = 1607 Frob,
Socia) Class 2473 8.4%9 L0063
Family Siza - 1667 -2.31] 1784
Grades A743 2836 L0972
Parental Encourggement LS 0,763 ALHTD

Adjusted R Square = 125
F. Ratio = §.8§42 (Significant at prubability level 000413,

about 11,3 percent vartanee in eccupational sspirations is explained by social
class, fumily size, grades and parental encouragemeat. F, ratio is 8,542 which is
significant at probability level of 000041, showing that overall the régression
model is significant.

Table 3 presents regression of cecupaticnal aspiralions on socia] class,
family size, grades and parental ancouragement in the case of females, Diaia
show that social class, family size. and grades proved 1o be weak predictors
while parental encouragement proved tg be strung predictor of octupationy)
aspirations, PRegression coefficient of parental encouranement i 210, showing
a positive and significant relationship betwasp parental encouragement and
oecupational aspirations of females, Adjusted B sgquare in 023,
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Table: 3 Regression of eccupaiional aspirations on social class, family tze,
grades and parental encouragament when controlfing for females

Independent Yariables Regression Ti{DF == 39} Prob,
Coefficient

Sacial Class « 0085 - GOA3 95035

Family Size 1362 1.041 30234

Grades D679 JT83 44812

Parental Encouragement A210 2.109 . 03921

Adjyated R Square = ;023
F. ratio = 1372 (Insignificant}

showing that about 2.3 percent variance in occupational mspirations is being
explained by gll the independent variablesa, F, ratio is 1.372 (insignificant)
showipg that overall ragression model is insignificant.

CONCLUSON

Wien social class was correlated with occupational aspirations, @ positive
and strong correlation was found, Our hypathesis was based on the notion
1hat rural high school students from high social class would have high occupatio-
nal aspirations, The results were in ngreement with Sewell, Haller and Strauss
¢1957); Banaett and it (1964), Cara (1965) Male-Female differences were
found when socisl class was correlated with cceupational aspirations, Degrea of
sssociation was stronger for fomales than males,

Family size proved to be 8 weak predictor of cccupationsl sspiretions.
The correlztion between family size and occupations! sspirations is positive apd
woak in the case of males wherens it is negative and insignificant in the case of
femalss. The flading of the study did not agree with Burchinsl (1958l);
Christiansen et af, (1902); Haleey and Oardaer (1955). No male-femals

differences were found when Family size and occupaticnal aspiraticns were
correlated,

Grades, woother predictor variable, proved to bs weak predictor of
cccupationzl mspirations,  Correlation betwesn grades and occupational
aspiration 18 positive for both males and fermales, but is insignificant, Male-
female difererces were found when gracdes and occupational aspirations wers
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correlated. Degree of association betweengrades and social class was stronger
in the case of males than females.

Parental encouragement proved to bo 4 good predictor of occupationsl
aspirations, Parsntal encouragement was posilively and sigoificantly related
with occupational aspirations for both males sad female. The finding of the
study agread with Rahberg and Westby (1967}, Sex differsntial was found when
parental encouragement was correlated with occepational aspirations. Depree of
association between parental encoursgement and occupational aspirations was
stronger in the case of femalss than males. This seems true in Pakistan wnen more
famales are joining colleges and uaiversities a3 compared to previous years and
are competing with males io the jub market,

The stody has a limitation. Sinca it iz based cp small sample, it is not
possible to draw broad gensralization about the sludents population of Pakistan.
Hawever, the study can be rapsated in different areas of Pakistan for drawing
broad bassd generalizations,

SUGGESTIONS

Occupatienal aspirations have been found low among rural vouth when
compared with their couterparts in urban areas, see Borchinal (1261} Burchinal
{1965). It aeemy that many cuolturslly determiosd characteristics of the rural
youth themielves wark azainst their having high level of sccupational sspirations.
However, keeping Pakistani situation in view following suggestions may be consi-
dered,

1. Rural youth know lesg about occupational opportunities, Occupationel
guidance programme should be especially helpful in making raral youth aware of
the range of job Rpprepriatz 1o their taleat and informing them of the sducational
repuirements of these jobs,

1, Programme of occupational councelling should be introduced in rurai
high schools, This should involve not only rural youths but their parents
as well. '

3, Rural arems are deprived of facilities of higher education and majority
of the poor students can not afford to attend sollege and other vocational insti-
tutes lacated in urban areas. More caollege and vocationel institutions should be
established in the rural areas for the socio-economie yplift of rural youth,
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