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CERCOSPORA LEAF $POT THSEASHE OF BANYAN
M. B. Ilyas* and M, N, Bajwa

A few plants of banyan (Ficys bengyalensia L) growing in the CAmMpUA ares
of the Univareity of Agriculture, Faisslahad were found sufiering from a leaf Apot
digenss, The diceass was most pravalent on comparakively older folisge on the
lower branches of the tree whiijs foliage an the upper branches Was apsrssly
diseesed. The symptoma of the dissase consisted of seattered necratio lentong
fleaf spots) of variahle pizes, ranging flom 5-12 mm in dismeter, with angular
margio dalimited by leaf veins. The lesione on the upper surface of foliage ware
dark-brown, while on lower surface they appcared gs tan-brown, with dark-
brown margin. The lesions wers also surrounded by yellow halos around them.
On leaves with advanced atq;.ga of the disease, the lesions jeined togethar to furm
large blighted areas and such leaves vould drap of prematuerely,

The consal organism sssociated with Lanyan leafl spot diseass woa frund
to be Cercoepora ficing Tharp., which sperulated adundently on the neorotio of
tisdue of the folings. The conidiophores of the fungns wers dark and simple,
protruding out of folisge pissna in elusters; conidia were sevoral oelled messering
18-47u in leogth and 2-3u in width ap X 1350 megnification. Howaver, the
average conidial aize was 35 2.51 (length x width), Though the fungus has bean
recorded on Ficus carive and P, religigse (Khan and Keamal, 1863, 18638); Jaftar
and Qureshi, 1978}, it s & new tecord o Févus Bengalensis at Faizalabad, das.
cribing symptoms of the dizeage.
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