
rientalist Reading of John Denham’s 

* †

attempts the application of Edward Said’s views 

in Orientalism (2003) to John Denham’s The 

. 

.The 

characters in the play reflects Denham’s Eurocentric 

which is Said’s main stance in his work 

.

1978

researchers have applied Edward Said’s views to Denham’s 

for the descriptive textual analysis of the play. Said’s focal point that the 

*

†
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reflect Denham’s Eurocentric perspectives? 

ham’s Eurocentric Perspectives

as well as explicitly reflects Denham’s 

famous Muslim figures and by their oaths of ‘by our holy Prophet, by 

Mahomet’ and by ‘Mortys Ally’. For instance, Abbas’ Islamic identity 

has been established by his oaths of ‘by Mahomet’ which he repeatedly 

s not elaborate this point in Denham’s 

n

Edward Said, (2003) true to the “natural depictions of the Orient” (p. 21).  

Amin Momeni (2016) observes that “Denham’s dramatic 

Ottomans” (p. 77). 1629

known as ‘the Great’. But most of the English writers have 

, 
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h

Bartels (1993) calls the “emergence of imperialist ideologies and 

propaganda” or “the ideological backing” (pp. Xiii

source of Denham’s and Baron’s 

of Herbert’s biased attitudes, ParvinLoloi (2012) calls him “a relatively 

unsophisticated and badly informed traveler” whose work is full of 

“some historical inaccuracies” and under whose eyes “the historical 

the cruel Oriental tyrant” (pp. 349

,

received was “Pre

judgement [which] produced judgement” (Matar,

and have been created “under the 

pressure of conventions, predecessors, and rhetorical styles” (Said, 2003, 

“In other words, representations have purposes, they are 

Representations are formations or… deformations” (Said, 2003, p. 273). 

Said’s stance is valid in case of the representations of Shah Abb

. The

Brothers
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n. 

Egyptians “might have been cast in the same mold. Their morals are 

loose, and their monarchs are apt to be tyrannical” (p. 441). Through this 

and didactic nature of the plays related to the Orient, “the demonization 

of the Oriental rulers provided a highly charged impetus for England’s 

s to dominate the East” (p. 5).   

Denham’s Eurocentric perspectives may also be noticed in case of the 

play. To Momeni (2016), the name Haly “has religious connotations” (p. 

“the distortion of Ali, the fourth Muslim caliph who ruled 

after the death of Muhammad” (ibid, p. 81). Thus, Haly has been 

Like Haly’s name, the name of Caliph

Islam, Caliph is a religious leader, a holy figure, “an imam who issues a 

fatwa, a holy order” (Momeni, 2016,

Caliph for a character and his words as divine authority for Mirza’s 
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confirms the researchers’ 

contention that the play reflects Denham’s Eurocentric perspectives. 
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