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BIRDS OF THE (UNIVERSITY CAMPUS (FAISALABAD) AND THEIR
ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE

Mirza Azhar Beg and Junaid Iqbal Qureshi*

A total of sixty six bird species was recorded [rom the Campus
of the University of Agriculture, Faisalabad. Some information
about their fond habits and abundance has been provided and
their econonic sighificance discussed.

INTRODUCTION

The University campus is located in the north-west quadrant of Fyisalabad
city and covers an area of about 1100 acres. A major portion of the campus
lund is under experimental crops of wheat, maize, cottor, sugarcane, fodders
vegetables etc. and the rest is under orchards, gardens, lawns, playgrounds,
and academic and residential buildings. The envirans of the academic and
residential buildings and roadsides are characterised by the presence of a vaviety
of trees, shrubs, hedges and ornamental plants. Understandably, the campus
ig @ sort uf heterogeneons habitat with a well pronounced edge effect. As
pilge formation favours faunal variety, the avilauna of the campus is accordingly

rieh and varied,
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Field observations on the birds of the University campus were ¢asually
made from January, 1970 through February, 1973, The birds were identified
with the help of 7x field glasses and notes on their food habits and abundance
were taken. For identification of spectes and supplementing cur observations
on their food habits, we consulted Salim Ali (1972), Salim Ali and Ripley (1365
19747 and Hussain and Bhalla (1937). The residential status of individugl
species was decided on the basis of field observations made during this study
as well as previous studies by the present wotkers on birds of Faisalabad District
and vicimity {Beg and Qureshi, 1973, 1974). For determining che devel of
whundance of each individual species, such common birds as the House Sparrow
fabundant), Little Brown Dove (common}, Indizan Roller (not common) atd
Jungle Crow {rare) were used a5 standards.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A total ol 66 spocivs of birds. (40 resident, & summer, 24 wintar visikors)
was pecorded,  OF these, 33 spevies were primari]-}' inscclivarons,  With the
pxceplion of the Green Bececater, which largely fzeds an heney bees, thew
birds seeminaly play an fmportant rele in inhiditng incect poapulations. Tie
birds of prey such us the Shikra. Pale Harcier, Spotied Owlet and Horned Owl
are important in regikiting the populatioas of «mall birds and mammals.  The
Hormed Ol is noctucaal io habit and Targely feeds on ficld tats, An examination
of its pellets 1evealed thut it eonsumad mede rac, soft-lurred 1at, mice and Indian
porbile,

A good many birds, lsted m Table 1, have wide Needing muches, Al {irst
sight they seem to interfers with the furmers” clforns o gel maximum produce
ver we believe that o curclul analysts of thelr food habits will drop muny Irom
the List of harmful spoeies. Such grinivorous species as the Daves and Rock-
pigeons feed lurgely on gru'ns wnd seeds of wild plants.  However, during the
sewing poriod thoir food habil is in direct conffict wilh man’s interest.  Tne
Koel, Pied Crested Coeckoo, Burbe, Gaiden Qriple wnd Rosy Pastor marnly
leed on Teuits and barries of wild plants and on insoets and, as such, may be
regirded as newotral species,  The fuod hebits of the Large lodian Parakeot.
Indiun Treepiec and Jungle Crow wre such o entithe them te harmiul status
But, bacause nf thair exccedinely small numbers und Little dependence on erehuard
fruits and food zruins, their pestilontinl activities are neghgible.  Howevere,
the faod hubits of the Babblars need e be dnvestigated belore declaring them
a5 usaful or harmful species.  The Myna cuuscs some demage to orchard Truits.
But. in view of the service it renders to ageeuliure by consuming lurpe nuimbcers
slinsects, particularly these flushed cut by gruzing amimals and during ploughing
aporutions, the Mynas can swfely be regarded s useiul 1o the farmer. Toe
Ked Yented Bulbul which is present in Lurge numbers and damuges gusvis wnd
dares ix alse @i insect-cater. Henee, its econcmic stitus <an b ascerttined
coly after a careful study of its food hubils. The Rose-ringed Parukeet and
House Spurraws are decidedly the mest harmlul birds, Tie fermer has the
potorious luhit of enting less and destroving more.  Like the house crow.
they have community roosts on the campus,  They roost and nest in groves of
targe and old trees with hollows in their stems and branches, This habic
can be exploied to cantrol these birds,  Many timey the purakeels were seen
engiged in competitive fights over the possession of tree holes as well as mutes,
lt is presumed that a gosd segment of the population does not breed due Lo
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the non-aviilability of suitable nesting sites. 511, the number of the Parakerts
are alarmingly high and their harmtul rale in ageicullure s pulpable. Thae
house sprrows are well known Tor their depredations o ripening grain crops.
Tiey nest in or around human dwellings,  Only rarely are they seen nesting
cutdoors in trees. Presumaldly, the ouldoor broods have high maoriality than
the indoor ongs.  Tiuws, to inhibic the Spurrow populetions, iU would be ol
casier to destriy their nesting niches ruther than trying to kil chem in fields,

LITERATURE CITED

Bep. MLA. and Quireshi, 1.0 1972, Blrds and their habitats in culuvated areas
of Falsalabad Dst. and vicinity.  Puk. J. Agric, Sci, @ 161-{66.

Beg, M.A. and Qureshi, J.I 1976, Bird of scrublunds of Lyallpur region.
Fak. J, Agric. Sci., 13: IT7-22.

Hussain, M.A_ und Bhalla, H.R. (937 Sonte birds of Lyullpur and  their
food.  Jour. Bomb. Nat. Uist. Soc,, 24: 36(-377.

Sulim, A. (972 The Book of Indian Birds. Bomb. Nab. Hist. Soc, Bombay,
- 162,

Sulimn, A. and Ripley, 8.1 1463-73. llandbook of the birds of India and
Pakistan. Oxford Lniv. Press, London. Yol 1 9



