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Ecocriticism: Essays, Articles, and Books in Urdu
Literature

Abstract:

Ecocriticism has evolved as a global literary theory during the last
three decades. The whole world is currently facing an environmental disaster
bred by anthropocentrism—a worldview which accrues central place to
humans, their rationality, and desires and which has made for not just
exemplary scientific-technological advancement but got deeply embedded in
the discursive spaces. Nature has been terribly objectified and eventually
mutilated. ‘“What kind of role literature can play in subverting on one side the
anthropocentric worldview and on other making people realise the
environmental disasters?’ is the central question of this theory. Ecologically
oriented literature asks for a better understanding of both outside and human
natures. This article illustrates the differences between naturalism,
landscaping, and ecocriticism along with reassessing the corpus of Urdu
writings about this school of criticism.

Keywords: Ecocriticism,  Literature,  Naturalism,  Anthropocentrism,
Environmental Disasters, Depiction of Nature, Urdu, Poetry,
Short Stories.
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“What then is Ecocriticism? Simply put, ecocriticism is the study of the relationship between
literature and the physical environment. Just as feminist criticism examines language and
literature from a gender-conscious perspective, and Marxist criticism brings an awareness of
modes of production and economic class to its reading of texts. Ecocritcism takes an
earthcentered approach to literary studies.”
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“Ecocriticism is a broad way for literary and cultural scholars to investigate the global
ecological crisis through the intersection of literature, culture and the physical environment.”
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