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Abstract

It is a brief sketch of the conceptual apparentus of

Actor-Network. Theory, as presented by one of its

founders, Bruno Latour. Abbreviated as ANT, this

theory draws important lessons from the works

carried out by Ants in the realm of collectives

alongside the tracing of subtle pathways of

connectivity amongst the actors in a network. The

slogan is to follow the actors themselves. Described

by Latour as a methodology in which "an ant writes

for other ants", Actor Network theory builds on an

anti-essentialist and non-anthropocentric notion of

society - which appears counter intuitive on being

non-traditional. This theory provides alternative

framework for work in Literary Studies, Discourse

Analysis, Critical Theory, Sociology, Anthropology,

Science and Technology Studies (STS), Philosophy
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and Literature. It is a maiden effort to introduce

theory to the intelligentsia of Punjabi and Urdu.

Keywords: Actor-network, Theory, Bruno 

Latour, Collectives, Society
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)"5é FNEV„Y3+ZÏ6,Pc*V!*g}ðhZùDZö

(£Ò5Áõ E
GâVŠzg™yŠZ»gyƒÏX‚bŠZyPc*V

âVa]Š}Ã�âVÒáj´#Özg]Š}3)Z#-�õ GGQ~ÂV%ZŠZu´#Ö7>VZÝ

æ0+~Y¢~Q~Z}(XQc*VZ0+g0*c*YyzZÑZ½¦Âx4~æŠ**wZy0*ãZ‰™yŠZeà

¡]Z0+g0*ñYyzZáa]Š}zÅzÄe_ÏV!*g}Yïg~Z}X_543©ð HGEEge-Eg;za!*×ßYŠ~
: 6,zWÍgeyñZ#

óó Collective behaviour is ubiquitous in nature. It

is found not only among animal groups but also

in the movement and transformation of cells as

an embryo develops and in the relations of

neurons as brains spin. Ants provide many

apportunit ies  to  learn  about col lect ive

behavior LL .(1)
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Š}**VDf%1ÌY0+ZZ}XZâZqŠZç|Z,a]D+A£å E
EZZ}Xa]zap~ZÐzŠïŠ}¿

DZW,0*z0+~Z}XQ~**wa]Šc*V´OV**wZIX,Mzgu¹g~a~Z}9;3ð EXEV7™y

ŠZZ}X (Bruno Latour) zZ1VƒÂV¶K½**V',zâÑIg
¹g~Š~&4->î E

GEXŠZ'0+gZcŠZbz‹Z}�º!ZŠ[ŠZñeJœZŠ[Š}ñeñ**wg1
gƒ}XczaƒÂV¬',zâÑIgŠ~©y™Zðˆè-**ãŠkzaQ~Š~´#ÖDZzkŠZ
ZIX,Mzgu¹g~**w‚ó}gc*YÏX¹g~Š}ç|¦gZIDÉ3XZIŠ~Yïg~ÂV
ZeZIŠ}ßhg}±5é YNEVâVÒáŠZ�DMízaZIX,Mzgu¹g~za�`Š~"2.ç EEGÔZIŠ}

™ŠZgD�`Š~¡]!*g}É²-ôGZ}X

�ÛZú',zâÑIgZ�ÆzYdà™}ŠZ**VZ}XÔzgñZÆ',za
+A¢.ç
F

FGzg„VŠ~/za
Animal Studies, `**™ŠHXÑIgŠ~ZIX,Mzgu¹g~‚³�Ô�Ø]ÔZ&

4-
¡ç GEGz0*ßYÔ

D(ßYŠ}�ŠbwZŠ!6,Äzaz~Qa&4gö
HGDZ}XÑIgDÑIgŠZ Extincition Studies

Š@*Holberg Prize Yza 2013 ,].h+e$D].h+e$Š}F,¹Š}¦gŠ~#c*Z}XÑIgâV
zaQc3+OŠZZ³ZiZ}XQ~a]Š}gZ{ÅXŠ~'Ë0*gzVZIX,M Humanities ŠHX8-=ç EGXHZ

zaZ
8-Aö
F

GFZ}XT§bQ~Zz{gZ{Ê-£å E~Z}8-=ç EGXH}a]g5}3Z, (ANT) zgu¹g~

§bZIX,Mzgu¹g~ŠZçyÁz~a]Š}Zz{ÍZdgZƒZVâVÅ»Z}8-=ç EGXH}ZK̈yÔ

�`D!*¹ìZVŠ}z[gZ}XZsgZ{ƒâV�hy**w§CŠg}3X',zâÑIgŠc*V¶K½qV

(1) Wehabe Never been Modern, (2)Pasteurization of France, (3)

Re-Assembling the Social, (4) Facing Gala, (5) An Inquiry into Moses of

Existence, (6) Down to EarthX

ÑIgZIX,Mzgu¹g~DQ~Š~´#ÖâV-**ãŠkeZàÖŠ~¹ã**w�hc*X
eZàÖŠ~¹ãÑIgŠ~¹g~âV

\+AŸè EEjZëZ}XeZàÖZ
#-£4ø
GGE

za9.5é EGXŠkzaeZàÖzY
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ŠZzeZZbÏZz@ZÃð£.Þ7XZz@c*V¯×VìZVzNß»ðZzkŠ}±è
YNEDZÝâVYyY0+}

;8-<å EGX}Z0+gzVÃð!*CÙ7ò]»åZX¯c*VìZVza«g34-ô XGH Labyrinth 3X�á‚gZVzaZ+

ªzZ1V±h45é IGGVZ8-?õ EGX°Ð9;5é EXEV**w@*gc*VÔ(gc*VâVz&ÀŸ5é GGY]»åZD!h45é IGEV�áï3XeZàÖ

Š}!*Š�á{äZz~Všc*DZz~V (Crete) Š}!*ÑVj¯ñ
$½541¹ÿ GEG6zäzNÆ™f$

¯zyjMy8-<å EGX}Z0+gZzkç**uYâgâV{́45éGGYn9;3ð EXEVZz{M3+}Ø»ypk Labyrinth Zu

Y0+Z9eZàÖâV{™Š@*ŠHX
™f$ÂV$jè

E
E1zVeZàÖZZ7,c*Zz¸Z7,ÆZz{9ìZV¯yÎX™f$ŠZ!*Š�á{Zz@~

Å`zaÏYVZeZGÖÃwZz@}ÇÍZöjZzkeZàÖâV
Ê-Ÿè EEŠ}§jÎdZíZzk

ZuzŠ~@6jDZz~VzÄzÄgc**VzaáÆŠHD½Š@*��Ãð@6Š}Zuu}ÂVezg~0*
ÆŠzZu}zaVF|Š-}Zz~VZÅxŠ@*YñX@6Š}Z0+gDÙZgJVêêgZ{ƒ0+}3X
ßX�™Š}36,gZ{7Ê-£å EZX!*Š�á{Y0+ZÏ�ZsÁeZàÖÂVÎZÃðƒg7™]»åZXMíZ

ŠZ!*Š�á{Zöug]j@6eZGÖÃẁXeZGÖ@6âVßÑc*DZuQ~âVezg~**w�hŠ@*X
Q~ezg~**wŠzZu}ÂV!*CÙòMðXug]cˆ6,eZàÖŸc*ŠHQ~Š}:z3ðŠ+

âVQ~Š~´#Ö**w�hc* (ANT) zZágZƒZVâV
Ê-Ÿè EEaç N]âVzNÔZIX,Mzgu¹g~

Y0+ZZ}XQ~zZ8-¹g~ŠZÁ�`Š~"2.ç EEGZ0+gÌZz{gZ{Ê-Ÿ5é EEZ}8-=ç EGXH}�`DZW,0*0+}3X
ZI,Mzgu¹g~Š}_.Z&¿.ç GGH£z~,MzguÔ�`c*VÄŠ~ç{Z»ðZ}XZIÂV

%ZŠCÙZz{ÚZ}8-=ç EGXH~ŠzØVìZVDZW,0*z0+~Z}Ë-Eg;âV+Mzgu@Vz&ÀŸ5é GGYz}D
ñ�ŠZIM‚ã**wŒY]»å}3X£-Eg;za-Eg;Š~1ìD+JVÂVáÆV
1LÔ7,·gÔZ*ŠÔÁ™yzZáƒgßuÔ”eJçÔMMÔ‡âyÔzÅzÄf~;Ôzg@zZ1V
‚gc*VìZyD!h45é IGEVÔÛR,ÔZÚ,MÂVáÆ1ì!*gc*VJ-ƒZI3YVZ‚gc*V
ìZV-Eg;Š}**wac*V3X-Eg;•£,Mzguza‚g}ZIiâVY'Zz3Z}YV
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ZÃð,MþzguFZIZVŠZZÎƒ0+ZZ}X²AôEZIZVŠ~åVŠzØV**ßVzŠ|Z}Qa3+OâV�

ZzkzYƒ0+ZZ}TzYZz{,MzguŠZzÈ}3ZöÂV¬Zs¡ZI,Mzgu¹g~Š}
ZßÑVŠ}zgzŠ|Z}X£°Š}Zzkö^zZ8-Z}8-<å EGX}zaCÙ™ŠZgâV

²£ÿ
N

ŠCˆƒz}
°M\„ZLM\âVÉg„ƒz}Xâ,™ŠZgMz0+}Yzy°ŠZö^D™ŠZgZVŠ~åV
$+wŠg}ƒzyXJùŠ}nzZ8-,MzguŠ}nD™ŠZgM0+}3™ŠZgZŠZ™Š}3D$+w

: Y0+}3Ô™ŠZgZVŠZ™ŠZg$+wY0+ZZ}™ŠZgZVDnŠ~p~ƒ0+~gy~Z}XÑIgŠ}_.
óó The actors, with their multiple forms and

capacities, never stop exchanging their

properties LL . (2)

JùŠ}nŠ}Z«ÔZI,Mzgu¹g~Š~_.n¬ÂVñ�Š7ƒ0+ZXnD™ŠZg
Šzz,ZuŠzZâV̂ßg]Ô±è

YNEDz�ŠŠg}3XZuŠ~p~ŠzZâV$+wŠg~Z}XZs
‚gZ¿Šz§†›zgÇZ}X-Eg;Š~VwÂVÉÒŠ~Z}�£,MzguzaZIZK̈**VÂVZe

z~ƒ0+}3DZë™ŠZgS0+}2XZs£¹ãc*VÄzZ8-Z}X8i;ç EZV¹ã»g¹*Vza
ZK̈yÂVZeYâgZVÔßZVÔ-$zg@Šc*VìZVÃßV†V™ZŠgZZ}XZ7z~ZIŠZÁ™Š}3

D7g}ÄâVZL
4-£4è
XG

GáÆâZVÒ6Šg}3X²AôEZ7ZVŠZZÎ£̧]ÏgDß»VâV
#-ô EEÆgÄŠZÁ™ŠZZ}Xæ,zzgj.P¹ãLL!*0+g²óózaæZg~ÓÚ»gy7,ñ¯™yjß»VâV

: ?34-£é XHyjZ7zgD+Zz3àŠgZZ}
(3) LLâVkzZÑŠzŠzn;?ØYñóóX

Ãð�á²æVza!*glŠ}¢c*VÔèŠ}fgc*VÔ\VŠc*ViCVÔTc*VƒZzZVc*V
£z~ÚâVi!*yŠ}ÆZz@}ÃßV"_.ÒVŠZZÖg™ZŠgZZ}X‚�á{Ãw‹c*Vz~

: ±Šc*Vz3ðŠgc*V3
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(4)

&Ð£é EØ{‚HCz}Ô�ŠÐÎ±ŠZ

ª’†GÔÃð7òŸŠZ

Šd²-:öGXª#ÖMðÔMc*yŠYw

Ág~g-h~ÔYð±}èÐ**w

,MzguzaZs&À¢.ç
E

GH7ƒ0+Z�ZI¾âVŠZZ}XZÝÚ£ZIŠZ,MzguZD™ŠZgŠZ
ZW,Z}XZI,Mzgu¹g~ñZ#ZK̈y†g@VÔzÂLÔi!*yÔ‡âyÔZÜtÔg‚›Š}eà

¥@*VÔ¡]ÔqZgÔ(„DuƒZIi3DZuŠzZ**wa}3XZI,MzguÔ,M
zguÔZIâV$+wŠgZZ}XZKƒ0+zaŠzz,ZuŠzZ**wa}3Xi!*yDkyŠZZW,0*0+}

3YVZw•Zö¹g~Š~&4->î E
GEXZ}8-<å EGXZØZIŠ}Z7ÂVz~YZZ}8-<å EGXZmZ½Ôƒ0+

: äZôÒ* John Law D¿**wZ}X¿Dw•ÂVZeƒ0+ŠZÃðÈ
(<4è
EXGEXZs

óó All phenomena are the effect of the product of

heterogeneous networks LL .(5)

,Mzgu**wZIŠ}™ŠZgâV
\+AŸè EEj`Š~VwZ}Xßu1VÔ$™.5é

EE
GVD�á²~Š}

Z0+g̀ŠZ™ŠZggzââ~Z}XầVæ0+}Y¢}YŠ~zZ8-#¥™Æ_.ÒVŠZZÖg4ZZ«

].zVÃð‚0ZyŠZ`**wzZ{©ZZ}DZzƒ̀gc*èŠ}àVD‚Û¾Šc*V)zZ@*VŠZgz\zN*
É45åGEZZ}XZ,§b6,¸VâV`Š}Z0+gDzZÑc*VzryzZÑ8[z3àŠgZZ}XgZ]âV^

™yzZ1Vj`eáZ}X,Mzgu$+Þ**wZIŠZ™ŠZg$+wY0+ZZ}£Zu,MzguzaZI

Š}™ŠZgŠZ£ŠzZ,MzguzaZz@}™ŠZg**w�9c*Vß7ƒ0+ZXCÙ,Mzguƒ0+ŠZZu
§iZ}Dƒ0+ŠZCÙ§iZLZ0+gZusg5ZZ}8-=ç EGXHZƒ0+Š}ŠzZ§$©5é GGGVÃßVzÄZ}XZIi

Š~CðŠZmZzxVŠ~{mè),Mzgu(**wa]DZzka]**wac*VßhZV7gc*V™yŠZ
**VZ}XZI,Mzgu¹g~ñZ#ZIi34-ô XGHŠ»Vr©5é EGVg5}3X

70



ÃðZI¯²AôE7ƒ0+ZZz{ŠzZZIi**wïÆZK1y¯0+ZZ}X -1

ÃðZIZ$+~7X -2

{CÔZYâ~Dzgaw™ŠZgz~ZIƒ]»å}3X -3

ZIiÇƒ0+}3£ZuŠ~|£ŠzZÃßVzŠ|Æ7ƒ0+~X -4

CÙZlŠ}Z0+g,Mzguzañ�ŠŠzZZIiŠ~ƒ0+ŠZzƒ0+ZZ}X -5

ZIŠ~|D',Z',ƒ0+~Z}6,,MzguzaZIZVŠ~wÔZW,D¤‰ÜzÅzÄ -6

Z}X²AôE‡}ƒ0+}3X
£¿D,MzguŠZz&4èEEEÂV¬ZIiZLZ0+gÃð„7g5}X -7

äƒÂV¬ (ANT)
\+AŸ5é EGY0+ZZ}��`Š~"2.ç EEGç{D¬xZ}ZIX,Mzgu¹g~

ç{™D„ÎZw7½5é FGX�`âVÒáŠ}Feà3�`**wac*CÙÒ6M3+}**wa}²AôEÑiò

¦gÀŠgZZ}XZIX,Mzgu¹g~�`QDZuÒ6Šg~Z}8-<å EGX}za�`Šc*VZ»×V
z[gçy�a]Ôc*VzZôƒ0+ZZ}X�`a]ÂVÎZÃðƒgs7g5ZXa]Š}§jD
ZIp~za3ÔYVZw•Dp~ðk,~Š~&4->î E

GEX3X�`¥HDeH7Zz{‚g}Ã�
8-=ç EGXH}�`âVZiàDZ$+~Y0+}3ZIiDZzxVŠ~a]ÂV**',~™Š}3XZzxV
‚g}Ãc*VŠ~#c*ƒ0+~Z}X�`èŠ~Z0+gDa]Š}Z0+ga}ZIiDZzxVŠ~$+à
Y]½èEzZàa]ŠZ**VZ}�`âV¡]ÂVzÄŠÍzZáD�`âVZK̈**VjD¡]âVìZV

: jºm™Š+zZáÒ#/õ E
G
(£Ò5À�õ
EG3ÔYVZ

óó Transformation through collaborations is the

human condition LL . (6)

ZIiâV�hyzZàa]Š}eàc*VZzka]**wa}ZIiŠ~p~**w�`$+w
Y0+ZZ}YVZ�`ZöÂVZe²AôE7X�`£ŠzYi}c*VzYŠ}�`ÂVŠzìZVŠ~p~
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0*gzVZƒY0+ZZ})ª�a]Š}§jDayzZáZIi(CÙâ,Å`ÔáDMziZg�`
âV$+wŠg}3X�`ZDZù×Ô]kÔi!*yD.y[ŠZZ}X£ÚŠ~p~�`Š~p~
Š~ßg]‚tMz0+~Z}YVZ¬Zs™`MV�ZIi)8-;5é EGXEV**w�`n·Y0+ZZ}(Š~
z„Q»ZK̈**V"5¾æ GG7>V�`Š~"2.ç EEGzaz0*yzZáZ(;5é GXEVZIizaYâgÔŠg|#ÔVÔ7Š}Ô

: ìwÔ.y[Ô×Ôi!*yâŠ~qZVD(ßYz~�áïZ}XÑIgñZ#
óó To balance out accounts of society, we simply

have to turn our exclusive attention away from

humans and look also at nonhumans. Here they

are, the hidden and despised social masses who

make up our morality. They knock at the door

of sociology, requesting aplace in the accounts

of society as subbornly as the human masses

did in the nineteenth century. What our

ancestors, the founders of sociology, did a

century ago to house the human masses in the

fabric of social theory, we should do now to

find a place in a new social theory for the

n o n - h u m a n  m a s s e s  t h a t  b e g  u s  f o r

understanding LL .(7)

�`zaZÜtÔZŠ[Ô]4iï GGÔuD‡âyŠ~a]DZIiŠ}S�h**wz�Š0*0+}
3XZu�`za0*ñYyzZáZIi£ŠzZ�`za0*ñYyzZá»g0+}ÂVzÄƒ0+}2X
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�`âV]
ÀŸèEŠZà].h+e$Š~Ô™ŠZZ}8-=ç EGXHZ�`âVZÐZŠe$Š}ZßwŠ}â�™ÆZK̈**V

J-özŠ™ŠgZZ}X�`Š~"2.ç EEGza�áïZIiŠZ**VåVZz{"2.ç EEG„!-£å G~Z}"2.ç EEGÂVZec*VZzk"2.ç EEGŠZ

z&4èEEEÂV¬ZzxVŠ~åV!-<4è
EXG®Y]»å~T0*gzV�`zaeƒ¶K½ZIiFŠzu}�YV

zaz3à7Šg}c*VZKåVÍZŠg}3X,a]ŠZzƒy0*gzVCÙZIŠZa]zaz
a]zaZz@~wD|Š‡ZZ}XZs,a]„zÅzÄÂâVŠ}gz\ŠJgÆ‚t

Mz0+~Z}YVZzÅzÄÂxZIiŠ~a]zazÅzÄ,–ŠZZW,ƒ0+ZZ}XZö0*gzVÂx£
Šzu}Âx**ßVZLZ0+gñ�ŠZIiŠ~èŠ}**wa]DZL»gyƒzyzZáZl0*gzVÏc*V

qZƒ0+ZZ}XŠgCŸèŠ~a]Š}ZW,34-ô XGHczè|Š‡}3X�cz†ZzxVZ0+gÃð
|7g5~XqSÔ%ŠZ:',F,~Ô(g8-Š~Q8-B5é FGF

GD‚³¤‰ÜŠ~„Dzec*ðŠ}
].h+e$Š}‚g}Ãc*VŠ~#c*Zö¢{/õ

GE
G**weZ}X

YŠ}ç|za 1980 ZIX,Mzgu¹g~ŠZ�‹Z¯!Š}w•Š}�**wZ}X

ZsÃt',zâÑIgä²AôE_5½5é EY
GV**wgwÆŠ@*XÃt,ÔÎâßYÔZ&4-¡ç GEGz$ðFLßYÔßZÔ‚bD

(ßYŠ}_¬zaZ
8-

÷
F
GFg5ZZ}XZs¹g~�`âV

\+AŸè EEÔz&
ÀŸè GEDÒáŠZâZVàZ}8-<å EGX}

ñZ#�`Š~"2.ç EEGÜsZK̈**VJ-özŠ71ÌY]»å~XCÙZz{Ú8-=ç EGXH~�`Š~"2.ç EEGDz�ŠZDZW,
0*z0+~Z}Zz{ZIMÅZ0+~Z}D�`ŠZzƒ0+~Z}X�`Š~"2.ç EEGzaZK̈yD)ZK̈yŠZ&À¢.ç

E
GH

ÃbñZ#¿Š}‡.Þ7X�`£�CÙŠZ**V7XZsZu¿ŠZ**VZ}8-=ç EGXHZœw•zaZ}

XZö¿zaZIiDZzxVŠ~a]Š}<za‚tMzyzZÑ�`Šzí–zaac*ƒ0+ZZ}X
Šzz,ZuŠzZDZW,0*z0+}3XZIiâjwDiâykyŠ}&À¢.ç

E
GH}**wzÅzÄZ0+Zizaa]

DZZW,gÄŠ~&¢Ag5}3X£¿âVZuÂVzŠ|e_ÏV**wDzÅzÄZIiŠ~æŠ**w
´45éGGY]»åZZ}X£ZuzYzaQ8-Aõ FGFD¶K½ŒYyzZáZI£ŠzZŠzgÔ�`Šc*V,Mzgu
zaZ+V"pz~ƒ]»å}3DZ(<å GXZZ«z~eZ}X
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