Parakh

Research Journal Deptt. of Punjabi
Language & Literature
Lahore College for Women University Lahore

(Pakistan)

65

b.‘}”u

160,

Vol: 8, July- Dec. 2023

SEI e T P 3 I\ il o
ANT, HUMAN ANDSOCIETY: AN ACTOR-NETWORK

ANALYSIS
s S0 B YUIANT)S 2

B\
gt B

(d("/@)/ﬂﬂ(jb’/x:ggfif’gi/,ég/ﬂﬂ

2023 5_ 3%

Abstract

ONolEk

BY _NC

It is a brief sketch of the conceptual apparentus of
Actor-Network. Theory, as presented by one of its
founders, Bruno Latour. Abbreviated as ANT, this
theory draws important lessons from the works
carried out by Antsin the realm of collectives
alongside the tracing of subtle pathways of
connectivity amongst the actors in a network. The
slogan is to follow the actors themselves. Described
by Latour as a methodology in which " an ant writes
for other ants', Actor Network theory builds on an
anti-essentialist and non-anthropocentric notion of
society - which appears counter intuitive on being
non-traditional. This theory provides alternative
framework for work in Literary Studies, Discourse
Analysis, Critical Theory, Sociology, Anthropology,
Science and Technology Studies (STS), Philosophy

LTS TSy E$3-61d Yo
/MU(J’/}'Z{‘U&&Q@&&/E}{W' w
e dSlee ~‘..L{q,gﬁ‘/§,4¢,;~‘—4 ¥



66

and Literature. It is a maiden effort to introduce

theory to the intelligentsia of Punjabi and Urdu.
Keywords: Actor-network, Theory, Bruno
Latour, Collectives, Society
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“Collective behaviour is ubiquitousin nature. It
is found not only among animal groups but also
in the movement and transformation of cells as
an embryo develops and in the relations of
neurons as brains spin. Ants provide many
apportunities to learn about collective
behavior”.(1)
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“The actors, with their multiple forms and
capacities, never stop exchanging their
properties”. (2)
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“All phenomena are the effect of the product of
heterogeneous networks”.(5)
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“Transformation through collaborations is the

human condition”. (6)
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“To balance out accounts of society, we simply
have to turn our exclusive attention away from
humans and look also at nonhumans. Here they
are, the hidden and despised socia masses who
make up our morality. They knock at the door
of sociology, requesting aplace in the accounts
of society as subbornly as the human masses
did in the nineteenth century. What our
ancestors, the founders of sociology, did a
century ago to house the human masses in the
fabric of social theory, we should do now to
find a place in a new social theory for the
non-human masses that beg us for
understanding”.(7)
il Jein e I 2 ZHUIEL i e A I
L dnbr I i st e L AL b i Ltk ST



73

VI Sl sl s PUTL e 1S s hard, P Uk
b AT Fe IS8 Frasl UBUL A IS E s 6 Bee iz s Josid o F
bk mE 31 A8 2550k alle & U VB Uil & UT e
ey 1y Ul nohe ﬁu:'wanfuu?cg'u& TG
&Vﬁzw;b{ug; uhlbﬁ{;ﬁ’jd‘ =7 u"”');,;l-;’ly} LB I ITIC
LU A it S0 G habts e 760 P b ashra Ul 1T
Uz sl 21 e & 2t s S iR il e IUdt e Be oo
J,Cﬂuwag,/zz:‘-ufgmcﬁ?uﬁ/ﬁﬁu;amf&’&I:_uu:nw
ol L FEG S L L B 6B & S eadbfb e
et B G U e e s

e 301980 IJLER L st Te s LW g s GunB Syt
VR Gy S b Ll LA sy
;M@gfm{ui]bc)’gl uﬁgcu‘{)]@vwﬁi‘{,t;”@ é"@:&ﬁv‘;)&}‘l‘f?
/‘uLumL;-’*d)@wyaium-wﬁe‘?{uﬁwjutuu/ﬁd;@tm,».r
f%uu’u,é"guu'@,;cd)@v.ugmybwLuw}f"}%udmg
e T 21Ut S o 2 L b S S Sy F
_uwg"z@,&éuﬁf}awuu, T&V@}&;};«”Zd)u&ﬂZ_J}{i@;f&l_
Sy (BN %&,uw;z_m ZABVPA Y ) (2
JL’ud;}/b-{lé/»“gLJL'u@zﬁwuu;.ﬂujféf.ufg,«éjofﬂﬂdﬁuéj/:’lﬂ"c
Sser U lhanzn KL b AEI ?f@;@g.ﬂé-gumtg e
-GW%MWLU:; A5 UMt



74

LIy

Deborah, Gordon M, Without Planning: The Evolution of Collective
Behavior in Ant Colonies, In Arts of Living on a Damaged Planet,
edited by Tsing, Anna Lowenhaupt, et al, University of Minnesota
Press, 2017, P:125

Latour, Bruno, Facing Gala: Eight Lectures on the New Climatic
Regime, Trandated by Catherine Porter, Polity Press, 2017, P.57
Muhammad Asif Khan, (Murtab), Akhya Bulleh Shah Nay, Lahore:
Pakistan Adbi Board, 2006, P: 235

Snawar Chaddar, Bander Kallah, Tmahi Sangri, Faisal Jipah, Fiaz
Maghyanaty Zaheer Watto (Editors), Jild 2, Shumarah 3-4, Lahore:
N-23 Rewaz Garden, 2013, P: 99

Law, John, Notes on the Theory of the Actor-Network: Ordering,
Stratagy and Haterogenelty, System Practice, Vol 5, No. 4, 1992, P:
385

Tsing Anna Lowenhaupt, the Mushroom at the End of the World:
On the Possihility of Life in Capitalist Ruins, Princeton University
Press, 2015, P:31

Latour, Bruno, Where are the Missing Masses? The Technology of a
few Mundane Artifacts, shaping Techology/ Building Society:
Studies in Sociotechnical Change, Edited by Wiebe E. Bijker and
John Law, MIT Press, Cambridge MA, 1992, P.227



