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A comparison of Schopenhauer's and Nietzsche's ideas in contemporary
philosophical debates and their impact on existentialism and postmodernism

Abstract:

This paper is a comparative study of the philosophical ideas of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche
in the context of contemporary philosophical debates, and their impact on existentialism and
postmodernism. The paper examines the similarities and differences between Schopenhauer
and Nietzsche's views on reality, the human condition, and morality, and how they relate to
contemporary philosophical debates. It also explores the historical and cultural context that
influenced their ideas, and how their contributions have been received by scholars in the field.



The findings of the paper highlight the significant influence of Schopenhauer and Nietzsche
on contemporary philosophical debates, particularly in the areas of existentialism and
postmodernism. Overall, the paper provides insights into the enduring relevance of these
thinkers and their contributions to contemporary philosophical discourse.

Keywords: Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, existentialism, postmodernism, philosophy,

truth, reality, morality, will, cultural context, historical context.
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"Schopenhauer and Nietzsche stand out as two of the
most influential thinkers of the nineteenth century,
and their ideas have played a significant role in shaping
contemporary philosophical debates, particularly in
the areas of existentialism and postmodernism" ’
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"The comparative study of Schopenhauer and
Nietzsche is crucial for understanding the
development of modern Western philosophy, as well
as the impact of their ideas on contemporary debates
about the nature of reality, morality, and the human
condition"®
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"Schopenhauer and Nietzsche are widely regarded as
two of the most important and influential philosophers
of the 19th century, and their ideas continue to be
debated and discussed today. While both thinkers
share a deep skepticism towards traditional
metaphysics and epistemology, they differ significantly



in their views on human nature, the role of the will,
and the possibility of overcoming nihilism."?
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"Both Schopenhauer and Nietzsche remain of great
interest to contemporary philosophers, especially
those interested in questions about the nature of the
self, the relationship between ethics and metaphysics,
and the possibility of overcoming nihilism. While their
ideas diverge in many ways, they both challenge
traditional Western conceptions of the self and the
world, and offer provocative and challenging insights
into the nature of human existence."!?
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"Gradually it has become clear to me what
every great philosophy up till now has consisted
of —namely, the confession of its originator, and
a species of involuntary and unconscious
autobiography."1*
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"Schopenhauer's and Nietzsche's metaphysical
systems are characterized by their rejection of the
Aristotelian conception of reality as ordered and
hierarchical, and their adoption of a more chaotic and
fluid model of existence. [...] Nietzsche saw the world
as a constantly evolving and changing flux of
becoming, in which there is no objective or stable

reality."?
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"Both  Schopenhauer and Nietzsche provide
philosophical accounts of the nature of the will that are
distinct from the traditional conception of it as a
rational faculty. [...] Their accounts of the will have

been influential not only in philosophy, but also in

psychology, literature, and art."®
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"Postmodernism [...] owes a considerable debt to
Nietzsche for his radical critique of metaphysics, his
emphasis on the dissolution of stable identities and
objective truths, and his advocacy of a 'will to power'

that prioritizes individual creativity over conformity to

traditional values and norms"*8
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"[Schopenhauer's] thoughts on the will and the nature
of existence anticipate many of the core themes of
existentialism, including the experience of absurdity,
the tension between freedom and determinism, and

the importance of personal choice in shaping one's

own life"??
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"Schopenhauer's identification of the will as the
fundamental and underlying reality of the world has
been influential in the development of various

philosophical movements, including existentialism and

postmodernism. "%°
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"Nietzsche's philosophy has been widely recognized as
an important precursor to postmodern thought,

particularly his critique of truth and his emphasis on

perspectivism and the will to power."?!

L/l{jf‘ -&_(52 S e ls? Elos e s Zx1 i Ui il /szj’ (U il Z =1
Jﬁéd?uﬁu&ujé"){./)Lo}&)b{lu&:‘a‘j{/‘:/&'!éuﬁflfoglﬁlfgdﬂﬁl
_ungJﬂ!idﬂﬁuag{.éwug:pﬁ;/ﬂﬁu@Uﬂ&wc}mé,é_%tgt/nféi
Loy ij S5
Lt
&wéagu&w;ﬁ’:égKu’fu;«.owufrvm{utgg/'f;gw12},%‘;} °
_uju/{caﬁil}"d}@m{uﬁcﬂLL!YLJ;JLJ’Z@:(?V-L'/(;}//@U}J

;g’ﬁ&wa;ag)féutfrﬂtgﬁfugl/’/?&/'L:awawc/n;z;t{uﬂui» °
_L);“LUZ’_L'&?/J:(_/@Laglﬁwi&V&thmgﬁfa'/ﬁ



15

el 5 L - e TR 1 JE AU i 2ol B L2

_ug;/z,m‘mﬁuuﬁ;ﬂ:@/&iuﬁ;/giufﬁ;w}@m:gy“uéua

At
[ ]

gl

bl Urer g OO FAnBE Loy 28t L&ty s o
S0 F B e ts & et S 56 Sins 16 L st
-w;/;;ﬁ/u%;g»ﬁd/futfu

B S L g P o a9 i 2 Tt b L5
Lunuﬁgjgémjijﬂf’m:&b&w:aiJw-yféﬁfuﬂﬁ;w&mé.pgm
Ll Foab Z i c 210 180} L oo wolossl s 2seiolp 238§ 25 Ll
ol s Loty L A mtis® sib 820 0 6102 5L S 6
VUG WSE Ut eobe i 2 el B Lt AU S Wi o1 e s
-ugafafw&‘a&m5‘@3'%',,,,,@_

sl §osme £ P1udn sihes S nllsyiinl L £z Ly

St uids 52 & el Gin LG 8 &y o1 - 2002 Lo

/,uu?a?{/tgéwgéé/vubJuéu,m,ﬁ&@gf%wgﬁ%gw% relativity &y
_‘gu.’?;/gvu)le(j:’/gL/Jﬁ}u,V/JLu’-‘g)t‘ﬁuﬁu;,qut’.éfg

Lt P U i e L2 045 Mt ST s S £ Sae g

£ m.{az_/uyg!aﬂy';w LU’{//’-‘LU}‘ZS}%’.E/“Jqu;//béqéxgﬂftu!q)ﬁ}

niged S Jﬁuf&%ﬁ-y@f”/c,mﬁ&wiaguéwW‘Jga‘.ui»u’?:wﬁ

g ST s 2381 P12 s S A e 30 S s is R LS S L2

ST Seisp ol ity FE§ el S 0 & ST in e
st S



16

i LKl n Lo P il b 2B 2 el B L 2
S F 1l QU 232 13 erd St £ e e O s O Gt S 21Kl
7 O O F bl @@L&u;@ els? i8S a5 o
B S5 Sin TS Uk s Gl S S am g 31 2t n

uﬁq,g,«g,v{l.uiq;ﬁ;é_ﬁé_ng.oﬂg (a;}u;/£2/,¢/,%ﬁ4ﬁf;w/fﬂ
J;ﬂ(ugué"J/gmz_nz_/é“}”/ag};;kg&u,/_‘aduﬁoﬁ,;4agjﬁ‘/,uauu}'lwftfJu;
et B L b g o L L 5 a8 U E Udn S
e $2ts§C Foknis6 ) Sl Fiut

:.pl?Jli

120072011} 4142380 B pens g o " ep i §ER L EE 06 1 1
(200531 GF P SF b Ui S s 22
2719806252201 g i1 Iv* " e 2 G 3
9172005/ Bs S bt £ etz 4

48-47+195 8,/»&tﬁnm»/l@]f o &’)1‘/%% /3;4 W ar 15

45-J:u-u’wﬂ?”uﬁ”’:qﬂ)%g-x/“"ﬁ":ﬁtz_um- 6
7 - Jones, R. (2016). Schopenhauer and Nietzsche: A Comparative
Study. Oxford: Oxford University Press. -2016,P.1
8 . Smith, J. (2018). Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and the Future of
Philosophy. New York: Routledge.2018,P.35
9. Leiter, B. (2016). Nietzsche, Schopenhauer, and the Future of
Philosophy. In S. G. Shanker (Ed.), Routledge Handbook of
Contemporary Philosophy of Religion (pp. 30-44). Routledge.



17

87-S M A Ui Jur it 10

56 M a2 3 LI 1. 11
12 - Kaufmann, W. (1965). Nietzsche: Philosopher, Psychologist,
Antichrist. Princeton University Press.

52 Fe M e sz L i 1. 13
14 . Schopenhauer, A. (1818). The World as Will and Representation
(Vol. 1). Retrieved from
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/38427/38427-h/38427-h.htm,P.9
15 . Safranski, R. (2018). Nietzsche: A Philosophical Biography (P. F.
Hollingdale, Trans.). Granta Books.P.161
16 . Vandenabeele, B. (2013). Nietzsche's will to power and the
contemporary debate in ethics. Journal of Nietzsche Studies, 44(1), P.
101-116.

72%,9‘@}‘/3,4@,%@}//;- 17
18 - Gardiner, P. (2015). Introduction. In The world as will and
representation (Vol. 1). Oxford University Press.P.67
19 . Sturrock, J. (2014). Structuralism and poststructuralism. In The
Routledge Companion to Philosophy and Film (pp. 65-76).
Routledge.P.7
20 . Bristow, William. "Schopenhauer's aesthetics." In The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, edited by Edward N. Zalta, Fall 2020
Edition. Metaphysics Research Lab, Stanford University, 2020.
21 . Ansell-Pearson, Keith. "Nietzsche, Friedrich." In The Oxford
Companion to Philosophy, edited by Ted Honderich, Oxford
University Press, 2005.



