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ABSTRACT:
[bookmark: _Hlk149409297]This research article assesses the legal landscape governing the trafficking of women under both international and Pakistani laws. It explores the alignment of Pakistan's domestic legal framework with international standards and obligations, shedding light on the strengths and weaknesses of the country's anti-trafficking measures. Through legal analysis, case studies, and empirical data, the study identifies gaps in the legal framework, challenges in enforcement, and gender-specific vulnerabilities faced by trafficked women. It emphasises the need for international cooperation to combat transnational human trafficking networks effectively. The research offers insights and recommendations for policymakers, legislators, and civil society to strengthen Pakistan's commitment to combating human trafficking and protecting the rights of trafficked women.
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INTRODUCTION 
[bookmark: _Hlk149409515]This study examines the global legal measures taken to address the issue of women's trafficking.   The content is partitioned into two distinct portions. The initial section scrutinises the criminal control reaction that is a characteristic of both the 1949 Convention and the Trafficking Protocol. In contrast, the second section examines various international and regional legal instruments that take a human rights perspective on the trafficking of women. These agreements prioritise safeguarding the rights of victims who have been trafficked. In summary, the chapter evaluates the necessity of addressing human trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation using a comprehensive framework that combines crime control measures outlined in the Trafficking Protocol with the human rights-based approach outlined in human rights instruments (Weiss, A. M. 2012).
The United Nations has acknowledged the extensive consequences of human trafficking through the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Particularly Women and Children (also referred to as the Trafficking Protocol or the Palermo Protocol). This international agreement, established under the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (CTOC), became effective on December 25, 2003.   The CTOC is complemented by one of three protocols.   The Trafficking Protocol is a globally applicable treaty on people smuggling, which is the first of its kind in almost half a century. It is also the sole treaty that includes a universally agreed-upon description of human traffickers.   One of its objectives is to facilitate international cooperation in the inquiry and litigation of human trafficking.   Another objective is to safeguard and assist those who have fallen victim to human trafficking while simultaneously ensuring their entitlements, as delineated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.   Human trafficking is legally defined by the Trafficking Protocol, an international agreement that currently has 117 member states and 173 participating countries as of October 2019.  Coercion refers to the act of using force, intimidation, kidnapping, deception, abuse of power, or exploiting a person's vulnerability to obtain the cooperation of someone in a position of authority over another individual, with the intention of engaging in sexual exploitation.   Enslavement includes many forms of sexual assault, forced labour, slavery, servitude, and the removal, alteration, or implantation of organs (Farrior, S. 1997). 
If any of the procedures mentioned in paragraph (a) have been used, the consent of a victim of human trafficking to the deliberate mistreatment described in the subparagraph of this article is irrelevant.  
Human trafficking includes the act of recruiting, transporting, transferring, sheltering, or receiving an individual with the intention of subjecting them to abuse, even if none of the methods specified in subsection (a) of this article are employed.   Individuals who have not yet reached the age of eighteen are commonly designated as children.  
Human trafficking, especially human smuggling, is a global and pervasive criminal activity that generate profits via the exploitation of males, females, and children.   Organized networks or individuals behind these lucrative operations exploit vulnerable individuals who are weak, destitute, or merely striving for a better life.   The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) aims to eliminate these criminal activities by dismantling illicit enterprises involved in human trafficking and prosecuting the main perpetrators.   Ultimately, our efforts safeguard individuals from the malevolence, desertion, manipulation, and even homicide that these transgressions entail.   Human traffickers are individuals who engage in the transportation of individuals for the explicit objectives of slave labor, sexual exploitation, or economic gain.   This might involve providing consent to a partner for the occurrence of marital rape, as well as undergoing tissue or cell removal procedures, such as those used for surrogate and egg extraction (Kelly, E. 2002). 
Human trafficking knows no boundaries.   Human trafficking is a criminal offense committed against individuals, as it involves forcibly restricting the victim's freedom of movement.   Human trafficking refers to the illicit commerce of individuals, mainly women, which does not always require the victim to be physically transported from one place to another.   Human smuggling, also referred to as people smuggling, is an analogous endeavor in which the person being transported provides their agreement.   Under the influence of coercion and mistreatment, situations involving trafficking can deteriorate into instances of human smuggling.   Victims of trafficking are forcibly confined and coerced into providing work or surrendering goods to the trafficking organization or other parties.   The UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) conducted a report revealing that individuals from 162 distinct nationalities have been identified or expelled from 143 countries. However, it is important to note that this data represents just a fraction of the total number of victims.   Numerous individuals from Sub-Saharan East Asia have been affected.   While South Asia and Africa may have instances of individuals ending up on faraway continents, it is important to note that the bulk of trafficked individuals tend to stay within their own countries and regions (Sullivan, B. 2003). 
THE 1948 UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Article 4: Freedom from Slavery
The practice of holding individuals in slavery or servitude is strictly forbidden. This includes all types of slavery and the trade of enslaved individuals.    Article 4 of the Convention states that no individual shall be subjected to detention or slavery.   In contrast to the majority of the Convention's fundamental provisions, Article 4 does not contain any exemptions and prohibits any deviation from its requirements as outlined in "Article 15", even in the event of a national emergency that poses a threat to the survival of the nation.   Article 4 of the Convention explicitly prohibits the use of forced or coercive labor.   Article 4 of the legislation defines forced or obligatory labor with the aim of protecting against severe forms of exploitation, including sex slavery, irrespective of whether the circumstances are related to human smuggling.   Any behavior of this nature may possess elements that categorize it as servitude or subordination according to item 4 of the Convention, or it may give rise to apprehension under a different item of the Convention.   Article 4 of the Convention does not aim to limit rights, such as the right mentioned in paragraphs 2. Instead, it defines the scope of that right by connecting it with paragraph 2 and specifying what should not be considered as forced or coerced labor (Chuang, J. 1998).
Siliadin v France (2005. no. 73316/01) is a significant case that examines the issue of women's trafficking in relation to article 4.   'Mrs. D' transported a 15-year-old girl from Togo to France, covering her travel expenses while also seizing her passports.   The girl was initially contracted to work for Mrs. D until she reimbursed her airfare expenses, but she was subsequently reassigned to another couple after a few months.   She was made to work for 15 hours a day, every day of the week, without receiving any payment, time off, official identification, or authorization for her immigration status.   The girl lacked a personal living space and donned pre-owned garments.   Upon becoming apprised of the matter, the government intervened, despite the fact that servitude and slavery were not considered criminal offenses in France during that period.   The European Court of Human Rights determined that the girl had been subjected to servitude, and concluded that France had breached its explicit obligations under the anti-slavery and anti-forced labor treaties.   This was because French law did not afford the girl with specific and efficacious protection.  
Furthermore, the Court determined that there was inadequate evidence to prove that a young girl was subjected to slavery in a case involving the accused of trafficking.   Although the person's father did receive a monetary gift related to the supposed marriage, it was determined that, in the specific circumstances of that case, such a financial donation could not be considered as a payment for the transfer of ownership, invoking the concept of enslavement.   The Court reiterated that weddings hold significant cultural and social significance, which can differ significantly across cultures. Consequently, the payment in question can be reasonably regarded as a gift exchanged between relatives, a tradition observed in numerous diverse cultures in the Western world.  
Although Article 4 addresses trafficking, it is conceivable that, depending on the circumstances of a specific instance, a certain type of activity related to human trafficking could potentially be considered a concern under a different provision of the Convention.   The determination of whether a specific situation encompasses all the elements of human trafficking and/or is connected to the issue of sex slavery is an objective matter that necessitates a comprehensive evaluation of all the facts in the case (Tzvetkova, M. 2002).  
             Regardless of whether the abuse was perpetrated by State agents or private individuals, the procedural protocols outlined in Article 4 remain consistent.   There is no requirement for a petition from the deceased or their next-of-kin in order to conduct an examination. Instead, if the officials become aware of the circumstance, they must take action on their own accord.   The statement also emphasized that a successful inquiry must be independent from the individuals engaged in the tale and possess the necessary expertise to uncover and penalize the responsible parties. This need is primarily focused on the techniques used, rather than the outcomes achieved.   However, it is imperative for the police to employ all rational methods to collect evidence and acquire further knowledge regarding the factual details of the case.   The investigation's conclusions must be based on a thorough, impartial, and unbiased analysis of all pertinent circumstances.   In addition, it is essential to prioritize punctuality and fair effort in all situations. However, when there is a possibility of evacuating an individual from a hazardous situation, it is imperative to execute the investigation promptly.  
Ultimately, it is imperative to involve the victim or their family members in the procedures to the extent necessary to safeguard their lawful interests.   In order to raise concerns under Article 4, the potential deficiencies in the relevant procedures and decision-making must be significant issues.   Put simply, the Tribunal is not concerned with minor mistakes or oversights, but rather with significant deficiencies in the procedures and decision-making process that could potentially undermine the investigation's ability to establish the facts of the case or identify the responsible individual (Miko, F. T. 2004).  
Trafficking Protocol 1949
The Trafficking Protocol provides a precise definition of the phrase "trafficking in persons". 
  Trafficking in persons refers to the act of using force, coercion, attempted kidnapping, forgery, deceit, abuse of authority, exploiting security vulnerabilities, or providing payments or advantages to gain control over another individual and exploit them.   Enslavement encompasses various forms of exploitation such as profiting from others' involvement in prostitution or other forms of sexual abuse, coercive labor practices, forced servitude, or activities akin to slavery. Additionally, it includes the illegal trade of human beings and the removal of organs without consent.  
Article 3 states that if any of the procedures mentioned in paragraph (a) have been used, the victim's consent to the intended exploitation described in subparagraph (a) of this article is irrelevant in cases of human trafficking.   The presence of three essential qualities is necessary for a situation of human trafficking involving adults to occur:  
(i) The act of recruiting individuals for a specific purpose. (ii) The use of threats as a method. (iii) The intention of exploiting individuals. 
            Sex trafficking victimizes individuals of all genders and age groups, encompassing a range of exploitative actions.   Throughout history, human trafficking has been linked to the sexual exploitation of women and underage individuals.   According to the aforementioned international legal definition, individuals of all genders and age groups, including males, females, children, and adolescents, can be subjected to trafficking. The range of potentially exploitative actions linked to traffickers is extensive.   The list of situations provided in the definition is not comprehensive, and future research may uncover new and additional predatory motives (Williams, P. 2012).   
               Crossing an international border is not a prerequisite for engaging in human trafficking.   Both internal and cross-border smuggling fall within the scope of this phrase.   Human trafficking can legally take place within a single country, even the country where the perpetrator is from.   Migrant smuggling and human trafficking are distinct phenomena.   Migrant smuggling refers to the illicit and facilitated trafficking of individuals over national boundaries with the intention of obtaining financial profit.   Migrant smuggling, in contrast to human trafficking, entails the use of deception and/or mistreatment in order to gain financial benefit from the migration process, rather than exploiting individuals in the long run.   Not all manifestations of human trafficking necessitate physical displacement.   Mobility is recognized as a potential method to fulfill the activity criterion in the context of trafficking.   The terms receiving and harbouring signify that human trafficking encompasses not only the act of transporting someone into exploitative circumstances, but also the maintenance of that individual in such settings (Kelly, L., Regan, L., & Willis, C. F. 2000). 
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery 1957
The Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices identical to Slavery, is a United Nations treaty from 1956. It complements the 1926 Slavery Convention, which is still in force and called for the abolition of slavery in the United States. Additionally, it builds upon the Forced Labour Convention of 1930.  
● Article 1: The parties mutually commit to eradicating debt bondage, serfdom, forced marriages, and the trafficking of children. 
● Article 2: The parties mutually agree to establish a minimum age for marriage, promote the registration of weddings, and encourage public affirmations of intent to marry. 

● Article 3: The act of transporting slaves shall be criminalized. 
● According to Article 4, slaves who escape and seek refuge on the flag ships of parties shall automatically acquire their freedom. 
● Article 5: Prohibition of slavery and the marking of individuals as property (including through amputation and tagging). 
● Article 6: Prohibition of slavery and the act of enslaving others. 
● Article 7: Definition of the terms slave, servant, and slave trade. 
● Article 9: This Convention is immune to any objections. 
● Article 12: This Convention applies to all dependent trusts, colonies, and other non-metropolitan areas for which any State Party is responsible in international affairs (Khan, A., Bhatti, S. H., & Jillani, M. A. H. S. 2021). 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children 2000
In order to be classified as human trafficking, a situation must meet three specific requirements: the action of recruiting individuals, the methods employed, such as force or deception, and the objective of exploiting them as slave labor. 
             Trafficking in persons refers to the act of using force, coercion, kidnapping, fraud, deceit, abuse of authority, exploiting security vulnerabilities, or offering and receiving payouts or benefits to gain complete control over another individual with the intention of enslaving them.   Exploitation encompasses several forms of abuse, such as the coercion of individuals into prostitution, sexual abuse, forced labor, enslavement, behaviors akin to slavery, servitude, or organ trafficking.   The consent of a victim of human trafficking to the planned abuse indicated above is irrelevant if any of the mentioned measures have been used.  
The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Human Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, sometimes referred to as the Trafficking Protocol or UN TIP Protocol, is an additional document that complements the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.   This is one of the three Palermo Protocols, with the other two being the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air.   The convention was ratified by the UN General Assembly in 2000 and became operational on December 25, 2003.    As of May 2020, this has received approval from 178 nations (Khan, A., Javed, K., Khan, A. S., & Rizwi, A. 2022).  
             The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) will carry out the implementation of the protocol.   It aids states in crafting legislation, devising comprehensive national anti-trafficking programs, and allocating resources to implement them.   In March 2009, the UNODC initiated the Blue Heart Campaign with the aim of combating human trafficking, raising awareness, fostering engagement, and motivating staff members.   The convention obligates ratifying nations to enact laws against and combatting sex trafficking, to safeguard and assist victims of trafficking, and to foster international collaboration in pursuit of these goals (Hussain, N., Khan, A., & Chandio, L. A. 2023). 
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1981
Girls and women are commonly trafficked for purposes related to sexual and economic exploitation. These include involvement in the sex trade, forced labor in industries like commercial irrigation and farming, coerced marriages or being sold as wedding dresses, recruitment for participation in armed conflicts, and performing important functions such as providing sexual favors, transportation, and household services in conflict situations.   The encounter of trafficking among females and young females varies from that of males and young males.   Women and girls are disproportionately affected, whereas men who are trafficked have significant challenges in accessing existing victim assistance programs.   This requires the integration of principles of women's rights into the formulation and implementation of legislation and programs designed to combat human trafficking (Khan, A., Iqbal, N., & Ahmad, I. 2022).  
             The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) is an international legal treaty that mandates countries to eradicate all types of discrimination against women and advance gender equality for women and girls across all domains.   The International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, commonly referred to as CEDAW, is a crucial international agreement that guides the endeavors of UN Women in promoting gender equality and empowering women and girls.   CEDAW for Youth was authored by a young woman and a young man as a simplified rendition of CEDAW that is accessible and suitable for young individuals.   This asset aims to elucidate the significance of CEDAW for young people, delineate the influence of CEDAW on global gender equality and equity for females, and provide a concise overview of CEDAW's articles, encompassing the specific forms of discrimination that necessitate eradication, as well as the methods employed to implement and uphold CEDAW (Khan, A. S., Bibi, A., Khan, A., & Ahmad, I. 2023).  
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (the Convention) requires Contracting States to implement all necessary measures, particularly legislation, to eradicate all types of trafficking in women and exploitation of women through trafficking.   Despite the existence of multiple legislation and regulatory frameworks aimed at combating trafficking, women continue to constitute the majority of trafficked individuals globally, while offenders benefit from significant levels of impunity.  
             The Committee attributes the continuation of this situation to a lack of comprehension of the gender aspects of trafficking, particularly in relation to women and children who are victims of different forms of exploitation, such as sex trafficking.   The failure to recognize the current economic and paternalistic structures, along with the harmful impact of labor, migration, and immigration policies imposed by States Parties, creates situations of security vulnerabilities that result in the smuggling of girls and women. This analysis focuses on the gender-specific aspects of these violent acts.  
              Widespread economic policies that exert global dominance result in significant financial inequality among governments and individuals. This inequality manifests as the exploitation of workers, including firms neglecting their responsibility to ensure that no trafficked individuals are involved in meeting their demands.   Examples of globalized macroeconomic variables that worsen inequality and underemployment, with a disproportionate impact on females, include the privatization of public goods, deregulation of job markets, reduction of welfare programs, and implementation of austerity policies as part of structural adjustment programs and aid restrictions.  
Measures such as reducing government spending on welfare services, privatizing essential public services, implementing punitive tax shifts, and making changes to employment market policies, all hinder the ability of states to implement social and economic policies that aim to reduce inequalities, including gender-specific disparities and violations of women's human rights in different areas.   Insufficient allocation of funds for social services also transfers the burden of providing necessary social services from the system to women.   The causes mentioned here serve to perpetuate and strengthen social and cultural behaviors that result in the oppression of different groups of women (Khan, A., Hussain, N., & Oad, S. 2023). 
TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN DOMESTIC LAW OF PAKISTAN
            Human trafficking is a significant and urgent problem that modern society is facing, and it has evolved to manifest in various ways.   A survey conducted by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Walk Free Foundation reveals that the current global population of modern-day slaves amounts to approximately 38 million individuals.   The immense global profitability of this industry, amounting to a whopping USD 156 billion, has contributed to the proliferation of sex trafficking.   Pakistan, a developing nation, has suffered from this trade as a result of pervasive poverty, limited public resources, and the government's failure to address the abhorrent practices outlined below.   Women and children in Pakistan are particularly susceptible to becoming victims of human trafficking due to various factors.  
             Pakistan is commonly regarded as a transit country as well as a destination for women who are trafficked for the purposes of forced labor and prostitution.   It was recently removed from Tier 2 classification, to which it had been allocated for its failure to promptly comply with the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA).   Both girls and boys are frequently trafficked and employed in organized begging syndicates, coerced labor in households and agricultural settings, as well as brothels.   Pakistan has been reported to have slave markets by external observer groups and non-governmental groups, where females, girls, and children are trafficked in a dehumanizing manner.  
According to the 2013 report on human trafficking by the US State Department, women are brought into Pakistan from Afghanistan, Iran, and Dhaka mostly for the purpose of engaging in prostitution.   Women have been subjected to human trafficking in and out of Pakistan since the inception of the country.   During the partition of Pakistan and India, a significant number of women were abducted from both sides of the border and then subjected to trafficking or coerced into engaging in sexual activities.   Over the course of more than 40 years, the development of Bangladesh has led to the displacement of numerous girls in Pakistan.   The involvement of law enforcement officials, especially the police, in collusion, including active support and collaboration, poses a major obstacle to addressing the threat.   The authorities have consistently demonstrated a deficiency in both political determination and capacity to address the issue.   The authorities have not maintained records of the quantity of women who have been trafficked.   There is a possibility that numerous instances of women trafficking, especially those that occur within a country, are not reported or officially recorded.   The reputation of our police department is characterized by the practice of punishing those who have been victimized by human trafficking, rather than focusing on apprehending and charging the actual perpetrators.   The conspicuous lack of bilateral trade agreements signed by our administrations to handle the neighboring threat is highly noteworthy (Miko, F. T. 2004).             
The primary purpose of human trafficking is to infringe upon the human rights of victims and subject them to oppression, while depriving them of any opportunity for retribution.   These criminal syndicates have specifically targeted underprivileged and marginalized individuals residing in remote areas of Pakistan. They engage in the abduction of children, subjecting them to sexual abuse. Additionally, they exploit women by forcing them into prostitution and subjecting them to sexual slavery. These gangs are involved in several other heinous crimes as well.   The pervasive practice of enslaving and trafficking women has had profound and extensive repercussions that have extended to Pakistan.   Women are subjected to exploitation through forced marriages, sexual abuse, and physical violence.   The dire circumstances of poverty have forced many women to enter into marriages only for financial reasons, against their will, in order to support their impoverished families. Additionally, in rural areas, some women are being sold as a means of repaying debts.   Families engage in the practice of arranging marriages for their children, subjecting them to domestic slavery and prostitution. Additionally, women are traded between tribal groups as a means of payment and conflict resolution.  
             In Pakistan, where human trafficking is rampant, young individuals are bought, sold, and abducted to be used in begging rings, domestic servitude, and the sex trade.   Children of different age groups are being trafficked to foreign countries to be subjected to sexual exploitation, while some are being coerced into working for illegal beggars and smuggling syndicates.   Infants are trafficked to infertile families or couples seeking a spouse for their children, while females are illicitly transported to Pakistan for acquisition from Dhaka, Myanmar, and other regions of South Asia.   According to a media source, there were 20001 cases of human trafficking involving women and children. Women and girls were the majority of the victims, accounting for 82 percent of the total. Among these victims, more than 61 percent were from Asia.   Punjab has the highest number of traffickers, as reported by Pakistan's Federal Investigation Agency, ranging from 31 to 36.   In 2013, a total of 40 individuals in positions of authority underwent investigation, resulting in the termination of one individual and disciplinary action taken against 34 others due to their participation in human trafficking (Niaz, U. 2003).  
Despite exerting significant efforts, the Pakistani government has not yet fulfilled all the essential criteria for eradicating human trafficking.   These endeavors encompassed the initial convictions of smugglers under the state's rigorous legislation against human smuggling, the indictment of a greater number of smugglers for participating in indentured servitude compared to the previous year, and a rise in the quantity of industrial establishments nationwide.   Furthermore, the authorities identified a greater number of individuals who were victims of trafficking compared to the previous fiscal quarter. Additionally, eight investigations were initiated against suspected individuals involved in the transportation of trafficked Pakistani individuals found overseas.   In addition, federal and provincial agencies maintained their collaboration on anti-trafficking programs with overseas partners and governments.  
           However, the researcher highlights that there was no indication of a widespread escalation in the administration's level of effort compared to the prior reporting period.   The government has diminished efforts in investigating and prosecuting cases of sex trafficking. Meanwhile, Punjab province, which accommodates over half of the nation's population, has disproportionately reported almost all instances of law enforcement activity against trafficking, including 96 percent of arrests. 
In line with previous years, just two out of Pakistan's six provinces successfully prosecuted any traffickers.   Law enforcement efforts to combat labor trafficking have been inadequate, considering the magnitude of the problem.   Punjab was the only province to collaborate on efforts to combat trafficking of bonded labor.   In general, there were a greater number of convictions compared to the previous reporting period, however the number of convictions for bonded work decreased compared to previous years.   Local authorities in Sindh persistently employ bonded labor in industrial establishments and agricultural lands without facing any repercussions.   In contrast to the preceding fiscal quarter, the government is failing to address substantiated allegations of official involvement in human trafficking. Various organizations have asserted that throughout the year, several prominent human trafficking cases were dismissed due to official complicity and corruption.   There were several prominent instances of human trafficking reported throughout the year.   Merely 5 percent of the total number of recognized victims were provided with care, which suggests that the government still lacks sufficient resources for victim support.   Consequently, Pakistan was downgraded to the Tier 2 Watch List (Allain, J. 2014).  
             Every year, the US State Department publishes a report on the worldwide status of human trafficking.   The approach employs a tier structure to assess nations on a scale ranging from one to three.   A rating of one indicates a high level of efficacy in combating sex trafficking within the country.   A score of three suggests ample room for enhancement.   In 2020, Pakistan received a tier two rating for its handling of human trafficking.   Bonded labour is the primary obstacle preventing Pakistan from achieving a tier-one grade.   Indentured servitude refers to the practice of compelling an individual, regardless of their gender or age, to work in order to repay a debt.   This involves arduous manual work conducted in agricultural areas or industrial buildings.   Debt figures often lack specificity, and workers are rarely provided with clear-cut agreements.   Human traffickers have been reported to coerce entire families into forced labor under unclear circumstances for an indeterminate duration.   Pakistan has made substantial advancements despite the remaining tasks. 
 Prevention and Control of Human Trafficking Ordinance, 2002
            This legislation addresses human trafficking offenses that undermine the dignity and worth of individuals and pose a threat to the well-being of the individual, their family, and society. 
According to Section 2(h), human trafficking is defined as the act of obtaining, securing, selling, purchasing, recruiting, detaining, harbouring, or receiving a person, regardless of their consent, through the use of coercion, kidnapping, abduction, or by giving or receiving any form of payment or benefit. This also includes sharing or receiving a share for the transportation of such person into or out of Pakistan, by any means, for any of the purposes mentioned in Section 3.  
According to Section 2 (k), a victim is defined as the one who is the target or recipient of several offenses under this Ordinance.  
Human trafficking is subject to punishment under Section 3 I of the Act. This section specifies that anyone who knowingly devises or carries out a plan to traffic humans into or out of Pakistan, with the intention of gaining any form of benefit or engaging in exploitative entertainment, slavery, forced labor, or adoption, shall be subject to imprisonment for a maximum of seven years and may also be fined.    However, it should be noted that if a defendant has been convicted of abduction or unlawful confinement, or any attempt to commit such acts in connection with the aforementioned offense, the punishment may be elevated to a 10-year jail term accompanied by a monetary penalty.   Moreover, individuals who have the intention to conduct a serious crime as defined in this article, but have not yet carried out the act, shall be subject to a prison sentence of up to 5 years, in addition to a monetary penalty (Musharraf, G. P., & Mansoor, J. A. 2002).
Pakistan Penal Code 1860
In 2009, the Pakistani government made significant progress in its efforts to eliminate human trafficking through the implementation of law enforcement measures.   Although the absence of comprehensive domestic legislation specifically targeting human trafficking hindered the effectiveness of criminal justice operations, other existing laws were utilized to address certain aspects of these crimes.   The Pakistan Penal Code, 1860, together with provincial legislation, criminalizes slavery, the coercion of children into prostitution, and illegal forced labor. Offenders can face punishments ranging from fines to life imprisonment.   The Prevention and Control of Human Trafficking Ordinance (PACHTO) criminalizes all forms of transnational human smuggling, carrying penalties that range from imprisonment for a period of seven to fourteen years.   Government authorities and civilized society claim that judges in Pakistan face difficulties in applying PACHTO and imposing sufficiently severe punishments due to misunderstandings about definitions and associated offenses in the Pakistan Penal Code. 
Section 361 of the law defines kidnapping from lawful guardianship as the act of taking or enticing a minor under the age of fourteen if male, or under the age of sixteen if female, or any person who is mentally unstable, away from their lawful guardian without the guardian's consent. This action is considered to be kidnapping and is punishable by law.   Moreover, anyone who abducts an individual from Pakistan or from their legal guardianship shall face imprisonment for a period of up to seven years, along with a potential fine.  
Section 364-A pertains to the act of kidnapping or abducting an individual who is below the age of fourteen. 
The act of kidnapping or abducting a person under the age of fourteen with the intention of causing their murder, serious harm, enslavement, or sexual exploitation, or putting them at risk of such harm, shall be met with the penalty of death, life imprisonment, or a term of rigorous imprisonment ranging from seven to fourteen years.  
Section 366-A of the law states that anyone who, through any means, persuades a girl under the age of eighteen to leave a place or engage in any action with the intention of forcing or seducing her into engaging in sexual activity with another person, will be subject to imprisonment for up to ten years and may also be fined.  
Section 366-B pertains to the act of importing a female individual from a foreign country. 
The act of bringing a girl under the age of twenty-one into Pakistan from a foreign country, with the intention or knowledge that she will be coerced or persuaded to engage in illegal sexual activity with another person, is a punishable offense. The punishment for this crime may include imprisonment for up to ten years, as well as a fine.  
Section 367 pertains to the act of kidnapping or abducting someone with the intention of subjecting them to severe harm, slavery, or similar conditions. 
The act of kidnapping or abducting an individual with the intention of causing them severe harm, enslavement, or placing them in a situation where they are at risk of such harm, is punishable by imprisonment for a maximum of ten years, along with the possibility of a fine.  
Section 370 of the law prohibits various actions related to human trafficking and slavery. These actions include importing, exporting, removing, buying, selling, or disposing of a person as a slave. It also includes accepting, receiving, or detaining a person against their will as a slave. Violators of this law can be sentenced to imprisonment for up to seven years and may also be fined.  
Section 371-A pertains to the act of selling an individual for the purpose of engaging in prostitution or other related activities. 
“Anyone who sells, rents out, or otherwise transfers ownership of a person with the intention that the person will be employed or used for the purpose of prostitution or illicit intercourse with another person, or for any unlawful and immoral purpose.”  
Section 374 addresses the prohibition of forced labor. 
Anyone who forcibly coerces an individual to work against their will shall be subject to imprisonment, which may last up to five years, or a fine, or both.   Furthermore, anyone who forces a prisoner of war or a protected individual to join the military of Pakistan will be subject to imprisonment for a period of up to one year (Code, P. P. 1860).  
Critical Analysis of Integration of New Provisions in Pakistan Penal Code 1860
The government augmented the quantity of charges and convictions related to labor trafficking while concurrently reducing the number of prosecutions pertaining to sex trafficking.   Engaging in sexual exploitation and trafficking is prohibited by law in Pakistan.   The 2018 PTPA was established.   The act of engaging in sex and labor trafficking is strictly forbidden and is punishable by imprisonment for a period of two to ten years. If the victim is an adult male, the offender may face a fine of up to one million Pakistani rupees (PKR) ($6,460), imprisonment, or both. If the victim is an adult female or a child, the offender may face imprisonment for a period of two to ten years, a fine of up to one million PKR ($6,460), or both.   The severity of these penalties was sufficient.   The repercussions for engaging in sex trafficking are exceedingly severe.   The penalties were appropriately harsh.   Nevertheless, the penalties for sex trafficking were not commensurate with those for more serious offenses, including rape, as they permitted the imposition of a monetary penalty instead of imprisonment.   The state is still utilizing other parts of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) that impose penalties for other forms of human trafficking.   Sections 371A and 371B criminalized the act of purchasing and selling individuals for the purpose of prostitution. These sections also established severe punishments, including imprisonment for up to 25 years and monetary fines.   Section 374 criminalized the act of forcing someone to work against their will and established penalties of up to 5 years of imprisonment, a monetary fine, or both.  
             The act of obtaining a girl who is under the age of 18 has been deemed unlawful according to Section 366A. This offense is punishable by imprisonment for a maximum of ten years and a monetary penalty.    Section 370 criminalized the act of buying or selling individuals as slaves, carrying potential penalties of imprisonment for up to 7 years and a fee. Additionally, Section 371 prohibited engaging in the regular trade of slaves, with the possibility of a life sentence and a fine if the imposed prison term was less than ten years.   The sentences were appropriately harsh and, in the instance of sex trafficking, similar to those given for other grave offenses like as rape.   The federal Bonded work System (Abolition) Act (BLSA) criminalized bonded work, with penalties ranging from 2 to 5 years of imprisonment, a monetary fine, or both, depending on the gravity of the violation.   Since 2010, a decentralization movement has led to the passing of individual labour laws by most provincial governments, specifically rules against bonded labour. Federal statutes remain in place until the provinces implement similar measures.  
During the period that the 2018 PTPA was in effect, the government collaborated with an international organization to draft and establish implementing guidelines.   Punjab investigated 5 cases involving 85 perpetrators under the 2018 Prevention of Trafficking in Persons Act (PTPA), conducted an undisclosed number of trials for both cases and people, and convicted 14 traffickers.   Although it was mentioned that some of the culpable traffickers received fines, there was no indication of whether any of them were sentenced to imprisonment.   An investigation was initiated by the authorities in the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) into four individuals under the 2018 PTPA. The probe was still ongoing at the end of the reporting period.   The government provided statistics on investigations, charges, and convictions related to trafficking, as per the Penal Code, categorized by province and centralized government region.  
             In total, law enforcement agencies and courts investigated 918 cases of sexual exploitation, brought 566 charges, and convicted 130 individuals involved in human trafficking. These numbers represent a significant decrease compared to the preceding reporting period, which saw 2,367 investigations, 2,212 charges, and an undisclosed number of convictions.   Almost all investigations and legal convictions related to sex slavery occurred in Punjab, with the sole exception being one case. These cases were prosecuted under Section 371A of the Pakistan Penal Code, which specifically forbids the sale of individuals for the purpose of prostitution or any other similar activities.   The authorities did not disclose the penalties for the convictions.   Sindh has three statutes for sexual exploitation.   Azad Jammu & Kashmir was the only province that did not conduct any investigation into sex trafficking.   According to national data on sexual exploitation, Punjab remains in the forefront of law enforcement operations targeting sex trafficking, responsible for 84 percent of investigations, 79 percent of formal charges, and 96 percent of legal rulings.  
The government's endeavors to address labor trafficking, namely bonded labor, have demonstrated ineffectiveness.   Despite the passing of the BLSA, bonded labor persisted due to insufficient enforcement of the law and the participation of powerful local authorities as perpetrators.   Punjab was the sole state under the jurisdiction of the BLSA that conducted investigations, made arrests, or granted acquittals in cases involving drug trafficking.    In the previous fiscal quarter, Punjab authorities conducted investigations into 78 cases of bonded labour, resulting in the trial of 21 individuals and the conviction of 19 smugglers. These numbers represent an increase from the previous reporting period, which saw 24 investigations, 25 indictments, and 3 convictions. However, they are still lower than the figures recorded in 2018, when there were 197 investigations, 208 prosecutions, and 35 convictions.   The Punjab Child Protection and Welfare Board (CPWB) filed a total of 608 First Information Reports (FIRs) under the Punjab Prohibition of Child Labour from Brick Kilns Act.   According to a global organization, the lack of enforcement of the BLSA was attributed to inadequate efforts by officials, including police inaction on allegations and lower court justices' unfamiliarity with the statute.   In addition, the Department of Labour (DOL) addressed cases of bonded labour in several provinces, particularly Sindhi, and had the authority to enforce monetary fines.   Punjab initiated an investigation and legal action for the offense of forced labor, as defined in Section 374 of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC).  
               Although the 2018 Prevention of Human Trafficking Act (PHTA) in Sindh added PPC Section 369A, just one investigation was reported by the local authorities under this section.   In line with previous reporting periods, the authorities in Sindh filed four inquiries and three prosecutions for slave trafficking under PPC Section 371.   During the reporting period, the Sindh police rescued a total of 676 bonded labourers from their exploitative workplaces. However, no criminal investigations were initiated as a consequence.   Although it is the responsibility of the police and prosecutors to bring criminal charges, authorities assert that they have refrained from doing so due to the financial constraints faced by those who are unable to afford the costs associated with prosecution.   The state also provided data on various penal code sections that criminalize labor exploitation and other non-trafficking activities, but neglected to differentiate the numbers to specify which cases were related to labor trafficking and which were not.  
Sindh courts sporadically handle human trafficking cases primarily to distinguish victims from perpetrators, but they do not penalize the suspected traffickers for crimes related to forced labor.    In 2014, Sindh passed laws that declared bonded labour as illegal. However, it failed to create specific civil or criminal procedures to facilitate the implementation of these laws. The BLSA (Bonded Labour System Abolition) mandated the establishment of District Vigilance Committees (DVCs) in each province to ensure the effective enforcement of the BLSA, which includes reporting and submitting cases of bonded labour.   Nevertheless, the administration depended on bonded labor victims to possess knowledge of the BLSA, separate from their landholders beforehand, and initiate their own legal proceedings...   Despite the submission of claims by bonded laborers, the courts frequently disregarded or handled them through administrative means.   Consequently, those who were victims of human trafficking and managed to escape sometimes faced retaliation from their deceitful perpetrators.  
             The Federal Investigative Agency (FIA) remains the primary reporting and coordinating entity for governmental endeavors aimed at combating human smuggling.   The organization prioritized the investigation and prosecution of transnational offenses, while local law enforcement authorities handled cases of domestic trafficking of human beings.   Despite sporadic collaboration between the FIA and provincial police, the overall level of coordination remained inadequate, hence impeding data collecting and law enforcement efforts.   The FIA investigated instances of migrant smuggling and human trafficking through its 24 anti-trafficking law enforcement joint task groups operating at the national, regional, and local levels.   FIA officials, as well as newly hired officers, receive systematic and regular training on combatting trafficking and migrant smuggling. This training includes instruction on distinguishing between these two crimes. However, certain authorities persist in conflating these offenses.  
Foreign nations and international organizations have provided support for the training of law enforcement officers, detectives, lawyers, and officials from the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) in the field of human smuggling. Additionally, certain government bodies have offered assistance in the form of resources or services.    The FIA had satellite offices in three embassies worldwide, and its Oman office sent eight instances of human trafficking for scrutiny.   Organizations reported that regional police exhibited reluctance to file First Information Reports (FIRs), which are essential for initiating investigations, for a range of crimes, including human trafficking.   The prevalence of lengthy trafficking cases and the low rates of imprisonment can be attributed to the burden on judges and prosecutors, who often lack adequate training.   The government will maintain bilateral criminal justice cooperation with several nations, participated in eight international operations against human smuggling or migrant trafficking, and extradited a sex trafficking ring to Great Britain.  
             Throughout the reporting period, there was a significant issue with government cooperation in trafficking, which impeded efforts to combat trafficking.   Contrary to ongoing assertions, the administration did not make any formal statements regarding the initiation of an investigation, filing of charges, or obtaining of convictions against officials who were suspected of engaging in human trafficking. This is a decrease compared to the previous year.   Between 2019 and 2020, a criminal network consisting of Pakistani and Chinese individuals transported more than 630 Pakistani women to Beijing under the pretense of legal marriages. However, it was discovered that many of these women were subjected to physical and sexual abuse by their husbands, and some were even coerced into engaging in the sex industry.   An investigation was initiated by officials, including multiple Chinese persons, but later on, all 31 of them were cleared of any charges.   According to Organizations and the press, influential government officials mandated the repetition of trials and reassigned those authorities who attempted to further investigate charges of human trafficking.   In addition, although victims and the media consistently alleged collaboration between Chinese and Pakistani traffickers, the authorities did not find any Pakistani suspects under investigation.   In July 2019, a 16-year-old domestic servant in Punjab made serious allegations of human trafficking, which included sexual abuse and torture, against her employer, who happened to be a politician.   Although the complaints were lodged, the MP was not apprehended, allegedly due to the provincial administration's refusal to permit it.   The lawmaker continued to exert pressure on the victim to retract the accusations.   
In February 2020, the Supreme Court reversed the decision of a judge and his wife's extended three-year sentence for their cruel treatment of a 10-year-old girl, involving torture and domestic servitude. This case marked the first public acknowledgment of a government official aiding and abetting in human smuggling offenses in a decade. The Supreme Court restored the original one-year sentence.   In November 2019, following allegations of mistreatment and forced labor, law enforcement removed an 11-year-old domestic worker from the residence of a Pakistani army captain, leading to the detention of the army major's spouse.   The administration did not provide information regarding the status of the prosecution against the employers or the ongoing investigation of the assistant sub-inspector of police, who was first disciplined for failing to submit the case to the police.  
             The government took minimal effort to tackle the purportedly prevalent practice of local authority officials maintaining indentured servitude, resulting in a state of impunity for those who violated the law.   Feudal lords and local factory owners utilized their political influence to facilitate the implementation of forced labor.   Authorities refused to press charges and returned bound laborers to their traffickers when they attempted to escape or seek legal redress in specific situations.   Organizations frequently document instances where perpetrators of bonded labor effectively lodge false allegations against victims, leading to their arrest and imprisonment, often with the assistance of law enforcement.   There are allegations that certain police officers have assisted businesses in abducting workers who were previously liberated from exploitation by authorities or non-governmental organizations.  
             Police shown reluctance to investigate when individuals of wealth and influence, such as local politicians, were accused of engaging in bonded labor.   As per reports, a number of police personnel responded to the issue of human trafficking solely in response to media pressure and advocacy efforts.   Observers have reported instances of police corruption involving the acceptance of payments to overlook prostitution offenses, including sex trafficking. Additionally, it has been alleged that border authorities have been complicit in facilitating human trafficking.   According to sources, the government declined to formally submit accusations of child sexual abuse, including sexual exploitation, unless the victim was compensated.   Certain textile mills regularly provided monthly bribes to labor department authorities in order to evade safety inspections, while several manufacturers in Sindh prevented governmental officials from carrying out audits.   During the month of October in the year 2020,  Punjab province, which houses 71% of the country's textile mills and has a significant prevalence of forced and bonded labor, has prohibited labor investigators from accessing manufacturing sites (Miko, F. T. 2004).
CONCLUSION 
Our examination of the legal framework governing the trafficking of women under both international and Pakistani law has revealed a complex landscape.   Although international legal processes provide a detailed foundation for addressing this global issue, Pakistan presents challenges to their effective implementation at the state level. The research has stressed the need for a more robust and well-coordinated approach to combat the problem of domestic and international trafficking of women in Pakistan.   Additionally, it has emphasized the value of addressing gender-specific vulnerabilities and improving processes for implementing laws to protect the rights of women who have been trafficked. As traffickers routinely operate across borders, international coordination and cooperation are essential if we are to successfully combat the transnational nature of human trafficking.   Our research's findings highlight the importance of bringing national laws into compliance with international standards and of giving trafficked women's welfare first priority. Given these insightful observations, it is imperative that legislators and policymakers carefully consider the suggestions made in this study. The goal is to make Pakistan even more committed to stopping human trafficking and defending the rights of trafficked women. 
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