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Abstract

Women are more than half of the world population. They are the
mothers of the other half. As mothers and careers, as producers
and farmers, the work of women supports their families and
communities. Yet, throughout the world, the poorest people are
predominantly women and their dependent children. Women
face an increasing level of violence because, of their gender and
half a million die each year as a direct or indirect result of
pregnancy. Historically, women in both eastern and western
societies were viewed as the weaker, sex and this view placed
women in the category of a lesser being. Even today women in
most of the world are less well-nourished than men, less
healthy, more vulnerable to physical violence and sexual abuse
and less paid. They are much less likely than men to be literate,
and still less likely to have professional and technical,
education. In many nations, women are not fully equals under
the law, often burdened with full responsibility for house work
and child care, they lack opportunities, for entertainment and
imagination. In all these ways, unequal social and political
circumstances give women unequal human capabilities (ibid).

For most of the last 50 years, development theory and practice
was focused on economic development. Moreover, the
development of infrastructure such as road, electrification,
irrigation, schools and hospitals was seen as the basis for
economic, growth and development. Although the various
programs were introduced in this period, they ignored women
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as economic actors.
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“Subject to such qualifications, if any, as may be prescribed by
law, every citizen shall have the right to enter upon any lawful

profession or occupation, and to conduct any lawful trade or

. 17
business.”

6§ S L LHNT 03 NG £ oor? oS i
e S = 36 P e S
(1)  "All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to
equal protection of law".
(2)  "There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex
alone”. **°
ug/m»L/J/.Lﬁaf"&)l?/,!ug/.!/.avé uil?dj’rl/" (1)
BIEEN- A PRI TP V)
"Every Citizen Shall have the Right to acquire, hold

and dispose of property in any part of Pakistan. Subject to the
constitution and any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in
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38 The protection Against Harassment, of Women at the Workplace, Act 2010
*Protection of Women(Criminal Laws Amendment)Act, 2006; Prevention of Anti
Women Practices(Criminal Law Amendment)Act 2011; The Criminal Law(Second

Amendment)Act 2011; The Punjab Protection, Against Violence of Women Act 2016.
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