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Abstract

Honor killing is the killing of a woman on account of her alleged
indulgence in immoral activities. The pretext is the fact that such act has
brought disgrace to the honor and reputation of the family. The
undercurrents of honor killings cannot be traced back to any religion. Rather,
such acts are better justified by understanding social and cultural constructs
and often portrayed under the garb of religion. The gender-power dynamics
and associated ideologies prevalent in traditional and conservative societies
better explain these acts. The salient features of such societies include lack of
awareness, lack of access to basic facilities, patriarchy, ignorance, social
traditions, absence of rule of law and economic backwardness. The reasons
cited by the perpetrators include love marriages, extramarital affairs and
alleged involvement in adultery. It is pertinent to mention here that honor
killing is the characteristic phenomenon of underdeveloped regions. Such
incidents are widespread in South Asia in general and Pakistan in particular
even before the colonial times. Honor Killing has been raised internationally
by the international agencies and organizations. The global community has
been sensitized regarding such heinous activities. There is an increasing
emphasis laid on the empowerment of women. The state of Pakistan has
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undertaken numerous steps to empower women in social, economic and
political domain.

The paper comprehensively covers history of honor killing, causes and
steps took to eliminate such acts. In the end, the incidents reported in some
of the police stations of district Faisalabad have been studied analytically and
inferences have been deducted.

KEYWORDS: Honor Killing, Patriarchy, Gender-power Dynamics, Domestic
Violence, Marriage of Inclination.
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According to data compiled by the NGO Aurat Foundation, of the 724

women murdered in the province last year, 190 were killed by their

husbands, 50 by their brothers and 24 by their fathers. The pattern was

prevalent especially in honour killing cases, where 75 out of 170

women were killed by their brothers, 36 by their husbands and 20 by

their fathers.
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Category of Accused/
Category Perpetrators
Columnl of
Accused 10% 20%
Father 20% “
Husband 40% 30%
Brother 30%
Son/Son-in- 10%
Law = Father = Husband Brother = Son/Son-in-Law
Way of Livin
Way of Y 8
Living Percentage ‘
Rural | 75%
Urban | 25%

= Rural = Urban

_ujZ.n/,:;.lf':d/u?ﬂﬂlJ/‘:«Qb/"u&]éo};j’ .

Percentage
Causes Percentage 30%
Marriage .
of
Inclination 30% 70%
Blame of
Adultery 70% = Marriage of Inclination = Blame of Adultery
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Killing Percentage
Firing 28%
Beheading 44%
Strangulation 28%

= Firing = Beheading Strangulation

_ugémg%_«,,fﬁ’ du)»ufﬂio}d;@/fmo}d)lﬁf%t"//[lﬁddl/@@@u .

Matrimonial

Status of Victims
Married 55%
Unmarried 45%
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