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Allama Muhammad Igbal’s philosophy and theory of revolution
Dr. Syed Ali Abbas

Allama Muhammad Igbal’s philosophy and theory of revolution has
emerged from his dynamic concepts of God, universe, history, individual and
society. Rejecting the metaphysics based on the static concepts of God, universe,
history, individual and society, he made a re-statement of metaphysics which
emphasized dynamism and activism. Igbal adjudged all static ideologies of inaction
and quietism, which had crept into the Muslim society from the Greek and
particularly Plato’s ideology of maxims, and static philosophy, as contrary to the
Holy Qur’an. Making them the target of his severe criticism Igbal adjudged them
contrary to the spirit of the Holy Qur’an. He declared in the very first sentence of
the preface to his Reconstruction“The Qur’an is a book which emphasizes deed
rather than‘idea” Though the metaphysics of dynamism and activism created by
Igbal 1s present in his verse, its comprehensive explanation exists in"The
Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam". Consequently, the topics of
“Lectures._ themselves show that, discarding the hypothetical methodology based
on deductive logic, and basing on the study of nature, history and the individual’s
own personal states, he establishes such a soiled sense-oriented methodology on the
foundations of knowledge which is rooted in ligic’s inductive style. Therefore, in

the thought and intuition created by this inductive methodology the Allama
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emphasizes the presence of a religious experience on the basis of an organic
relationship. By creating an organic relationship between religion and knowledge,
and between thought and intuition, he leads on to accept the religious experience as
a scientific way of acquiring knowledge, like other social sciences.

The theme in the theory of revolution by Igbal is to present intuition itself
as the foundation of the background of psychology and sciences so as to build a
new world of learning based on that foundation, and to establish a new world of
learning with the help of the study of the inner knowledge of the Holy Qur’an and
Sunnah with the knowledge and technology as a fore-runner whose metaphysics
may be completely based on the Holy Qur’an. Iran is a country with ancient
civilization, old history, an astonishing heritage and rich culture. Iranians have a
rich knowledge base in almost every field ranging a wide variety of subjects. Their
libraries are full of original books, periodicals and journals all written in Persian-
Arabic. This is a priceless treasure accumulated over centuries and well preserved
by Iranian scholars and researchers. Iran has one of the world’s oldest as well as
most advanced knowledge bank and its people are not dependent on any other
nation for acquiring knowledge. Iran is the land of Rumi, Firdausi, Hafiz and
Khayyam, whose classic works has been, and is, a source of inspiration for
centuries. Pakistan is also known as the land of the Shaer-i-Mashriq Dr. Allama
Igbal, a famous poet and maestro of inspirational poetry and change philosophy.
This article narrates a stunning twirl made in Iran and the deep-rooted relationship

of Dr. Igbal’s work in prose and poetry manifested in the Islamic revolution of Tran.
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23. Gabriels's wing by Igbal; Annmerrie Shimmel.
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