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This article presents the discourse of culture and civilization in Urdu language
and literature with a special reference to the book named "Urdu and Combined
Indian Civilization" edited by Dr. Kamil Quraishi. The article points out the
elements of Combined Indian civilization which evolved through a long process
of about 700 years and influenced Urdu language and literature which is purely
the production of Sub-continent. Each civilization has its own specific
historical, geographical, social and psychological elements. But the Indian
civilization has a mixture of local and foreign elements which are indespensible
to eachother. This mixture depicts some characteristics of Islamic civilization
and Hindu civilization as well. The new civilization formed after a long
Hindu-Muslim interaction at different levels, neither represents the Islamic
civilization nor the Hindu civilization purely and is known as the Combined
Indian Civilization. Urdu is the production of that combined civilization and the
Urdu literature has a great exposure to this civilization. Indian Combined
Civilization and the Urdu language and literature have a considerable

contribution to eachother.
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Sir Edward B. Tylor’s definition of culture:

“Culture... is that complex whole which includes knowledge,
beliefs, arts, morals, law, customs, and any other capabilities and
habits acquired by [a human] as a member of socie‘[y.”3
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Sude e GAL e flord gl g S e bl ke
‘According to American anthropologists Kroeber & Kluckhohn:

"Culture consists of patterns, explicit and implicit, of and for
behaviour acquired and transmitted by symbols, constituting the
distinctive achievements of human groups, including their
embodiment in artifacts; the essential core of culture consists of

traditional (i.e. historically derived and selected) ideas and especially
their attached values; culture systems may, on the one hand, be
considered as products of action, on the other, as conditional

elements of future action".4

e Ul Sl L Ut J’Lz+ el Ug LI Uga s dd )i
Ut EnL umf&wu:’w,-umf’gg‘{fu;/»gunzfé S
1 b G G U S edbo g L LAl et B S
SALS R Bl A e NPt Lt 05 (i 5o

sl S 1 A g Ll S IS



19«

(Cultural edle i | edbl f S LTl L2l if
:c«glﬁ’ﬁ/ﬁ’&flb‘ﬁ U?’%d}i’w“-‘gd-% Lose _v,tumm;g;,/f{ Relativism)
ngﬁma uﬁ}}/. LZ{L/M (f}iﬁ&f?@/cﬂcb@é o/f)c«.l,w‘l,wu’ujﬁ'
uﬁJ}+ tf!“;la’ K}.{/; f@fjulf(,uj c//)gzﬁ;L)Vw/&fstGjrafLL};ﬁg;W
e Bt S o B8 G B e s Bt 0
~(/¢situational »s/relative f;.ﬁ

"Cultural relativism is the principle that an individual's beliefs and

activities should be understood by others in terms of that individual's

own culture”.5
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According to American writer, activist, and feminist Rita Mae

Brown:

"Language is the roadmap of a culture. It tells you where its people

come from and where they are going”.6

(Rita Mae Brown)
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According to American linguist, philosopher, cognitive scientist,

historian, social critic, and political activist Avram Noam Chomsky:

"A language is not just words. It's a culture, a tradition, a unification
of community, a whole history that creates what a community is. It's

all embodied in a language".7

(Avram Noam Chomsky)

According to Afro-Caribbean psychiatrist, philosopher, sociologist
and post-colonial writer Frantz Omar Fanon:

"I ascribe a basic importance to the phenomenon of language. To
speak means to be in a position to use a certain syntax, to grasp the
morphology of this or that language, but it means above all to

assume a culture, to support the weight of a civilization”.8
(Farntz Omar Fanon)

Accotding to Soviet psychologist, founder of cultural-historical

psychology Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky:

"Language and culture are the frameworks through which humans

experience, communicate and understand reality".9

(Lev Semyonovich Vygotsky)
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