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ABSTRACT:

This article presents the debate of culture and civilization in context to
the critical thinking and concepts of Faiz Ahmad Faiz. The article introduces
culture and civilization, national culture and Pakistani culture, ingredients,
possible forms and issues of Pakistani culture. The culture of every nation
consists of its values, beliefs, traditions, way of life, norms, language,
religion, literature, art and technology. All these aspects of culture are
strongly correlated to eachother and are evolved through intermingling of
societies having a history of several centuries. The major characteristics of a
national culture or civilization are its history, geographical boundaries and
the diffusion of culture in the society. There are several issues like the
identity of civilization and the formation of social system where the
diffences between the rich and the poor may possibly be minimized and
hence the Marxist approach of Faiz Ahmad Faiz may be observed. In this
article, the views of Faiz regarding culture and civilization have been

presented with critical analysis.
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"Culture, more precisely, may be defined as a social order in

all its totality. This includes traditions, history,
customs, manners, language, dress and other social traits as
grow under certain geo-physical environment. Besides this,
all spheres of life related to body and mind , whether
material, moral or spiritual, including traditional and
non-traditional educational values form part of culture.
All these elements go to make the individual and the
society, with all its hearings of thought and action,
conduct and behaviour. Culture, therefore, connotes the
entire range of a society's make-up, such as religion,
faith, morals, customs, laws, learning, arts, crafts,
hobbies and leisure, which a man acquires as a member

of society, and whose use and adoption enables the
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different and sometimes dissimilar individuals and

groups to develop common interests and acquire

n(2)

common appearance and traits.
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"A national culture, if it is to flourish, should be a

constellation of cultures, the constituents of which,

benefiting each other, benefit the whole."®
gl BB S i

AIS D 3 37 S Wi sl L
P s S S U U AR St - & ek S
g ./,xgu}’ts 2 (ot g S by L Jo e
Ul b e df G Ut i LW L a7 SRt Ul e
JEFE Bl b Ful bt uuu//f,’///v L Usiy
Erdurut Mgt JEFel SELs vt -t
Fo s Su sty s SES i e JEST
o2l i R 1 E IS e S



:)L/L &@J%ﬂ/}'ﬂi'ﬂ AN
Uz Uz S Ut UK LS e S SEU 2
L if§Ln Iy & NSl add §e 2 g U GE el s
dl&"uﬁguﬁ‘j Gl ol Jg/!},f,ﬁu(ﬂ/,u@:ﬁu&uf iy()
3 o df Gt QT o3 < e df S 2 Sl sl U B i
NGNS R AU S PN
SO SIS - e S g Qi o
W ¥ Mohandas Moses & Achala Moulik

"Civilization grows out of energy and ambition, bursts of

creativity, a need for identity, answers to the riddle of
existence, and finally the quest for permanence not

merely in presesnt time and space but beyond.”(s)
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"In its very nature, Islamic culture is cosmopolitan.

Islam does not emphasize national divisions, and a
Muslim is heir to all that is good in the culture of al

Islamic countries and indeed of the whole world."®
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"A civilization is complicated, in the first place, because it
is dynamic; that is, it is constantly changing in the
passage of time, until it has perished. Furthermore a
civilization is a part of social sciences; that is, it contains
subjective elements, and these are usually the more
important elemnets is the culture. Accordingly, in a
civilization, unlike a crystal what people think or feel
can influence what exists, changing the objects
completely in the process. In the third place, many
aspects of a civilization are continua, existing in such
subtle gradations and in such varied degrees of
abstratness that the divisions we make in it, in the course
of our analysis, and the words we use a symbols to
refer to our analytical divisions reflect only very

roughly the situation that exists in the reality itself."
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